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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To give effect to the resolution of the Standards Committee on 11 February 2009, namely that:

1.
Committee ask the Monitoring Officer to write to all Members, including independent Members of the Standards Committee providing a copy of their register entry, a form to amend or alter their register entry and a guide issued by the Standards Board for England for their completion; and

2.
an item be included on the Agenda of Parish Council Liaison Committee for discussion with Parish Councillors and Clerks.

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
The Local Government Act 2000 and subsequent Codes of Conduct have required that Members of District, Parish, Unitary, Metropolitan, County and London Borough Councils must register with the relevant Council’s Monitoring Officer details of their interests.

3
ISSUES

3.1
The responsibility for ensuring that the register is comprehensive and accurate and reflects any changes in circumstances is the responsibility of individual Councillors.

3.2
However the Standards Committee has within its remit responsibility for promoting compliance with the statutory requirements.

3.3
The Standards Committee therefore instructed the Monitoring Officer to assist the Borough Council’s elected and independent Members by reminding them of the need to ensure that this register entry is properly maintained and providing the necessary support to carry out this exercise.

3.4
The Standards Committee wished to ensure that Parish Council Clerks and Councillors are aware of the steps the Borough Council is taking to ensure that its Members are aware of their responsibilities.

3.5
In the event that Parish Council Clerks decide to carry out a similar exercise or require further forms for completion by their Members, these are available from the Council’s website, or by contacting the Legal Services Manager.

4
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE
4.1
Note the steps taken by the Borough Council as set out at 1.1 above.

LEGAL SERVICES MANAGER

For further information please ask for Diane Rice, extension 4418.
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