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1
PURPOSE

1.1
The Gambling Act 2005 will be implemented by this Council in 2007.  Arrangements have to be put in hand to have the necessary policies and procedures in place.  At this stage it is necessary to deal with three preliminary matters, all of which will need to be approved by full Council.  These matters are as follows:

(i)
Statement of Principles (gambling);

(ii)
setting of fees;  and

(iii)
delegation of functions to Licensing Committee.

1.2
Each of these issues are considered at 2 below.

1.3
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities

· Council Ambitions - 
}

· Community Objectives - 
}

· Corporate Priorities -  
}

· Other Considerations - 
}

2
BACKGROUND/ISSUES

2.1
Statement of Licensing Policy


The Council is required to prepare a Statement of Principles to encapsulate the Council's policies relating to gambling.


A draft statement was approved by the Licensing Committee in June 2006.  Thereafter a consultation exercise was carried out, and copies of the responses are attached at Appendix 1.  The Statement of Principles has been modified following further guidance from LACORS.  The comments received as part of the consultation exercise are difficult to evaluate in the absence of a full knowledge of the scale and nature of the gambling sector within the borough.  The guidance provides for the Statement of Principles to be reviewed within 3 years of its creation.  It would be more appropriate to modify the Statement of Principles as suggested by the responses as part of that review process, by which point the Council will have a fuller understanding of the requirements of the industry.  The Statement of Principles is available to view on the Council's website, or on request from Catherine Moore, 01200 414454.

2.2
Setting of Fees


Section 212 of the Gambling Act 2005 gives responsibility for deciding fees (within the bands which DCMS will set for authorities other than those rated ‘excellent’ under CPA) to the Full Council.


This can be delegated to a Committee, for example Licensing Committee, or to an officer.  The Licensing Committee will have responsibility for carrying out the Council's duties under the Gambling Act 2005, and would therefore be the appropriate committee to set the fees.  (Following advice from the Council's Director of Resources).

2.3
Delegation


The Council's Statement of Principles, at its Appendix B, sets out the proposed delegation arrangements.  Responsibility for the Gambling Act 2005 will be delegated to the Licensing Committee and exercised in the manner shown.  In addition, LACORS advise that small scale lottery registration (which is to be the subject of further regulations) should also be delegated to the Council's Licensing Committee and will be carried out by officers (ie as shown for ‘Application for other permits’).  

3
RISK ASSESSMENT

3.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications

· Resources – the work required to implement the Gambling Act will be carried out within existing resources.

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – N/A

· Political – N/A

· Reputation – N/A
4
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE

4.1
 Approve the Statement of Principles and recommend it to Full Council.

4.2
Recommend to full Council the proposal to delegate fee setting from full Council to the Licensing Committee.

4.3  
Recommend to full Council the proposed delegation scheme in relation to the functions of the Licensing Committee, as shown as Appendix B of the Statement of Principles, as amended by the addition of references to small scale lotteries registration.

LEGAL SERVICES MANAGER

BACKGROUND PAPERS

1

The Gambling Act 2005.

2
The Statement of Principles


(http://ribblevalley.gov.uk/site/scripts/download_info.php?fileID=2605).

For further information please ask for Diane Rice

, extension 4418.

21110601

DER/JS

DECISION





The Council aims to provide efficient services.  It also seeks to help make peoples’ lives safer and healthier.  Proper licensing of gambling should allow the gambling to take place, with appropriate controls and safeguards.
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