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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To inform committee of the progress with the various schemes currently being undertaken. 

2
Relevance to Council Ambitions and Priorities

Ÿ Council’s Ambitions - To make people’s lives safer and healthier and to protect and enhance the existing environmental quality of our area.

Ÿ Community Objectives - Encouraging energy efficiency measures across all sectors. Reducing the number of dwellings requiring improvements. Working with other agencies to reduce crime and fear of crime. Improving the participation of tenants and other partner agencies.

Ÿ Corporate Priorities - Objectives 1, 2 and 3.

Ÿ Other Considerations - The report supports the Council’s commitment to the Government’s Decent Homes Standard Initiative and the Home Energy Conservation Act. 

3
BACKGROUND

3.1 Committee may recall that within the March 2007 meeting the following items of work were highlighted as formulating the capital programme for 2007 / 2008.

Component Category
Nr
Cost

Boilers – back boilers
58
£121 K

Full Central heating
12
£ 34 K

Replacement wall mounted boilers
64

£179K

Kitchens
97
£340 K

Doors
66
£36 K

Painting

£50 K

Electrical work

£25 K

3.2 The addresses for each category are selected by either:

· an analysis of the repair year 2007 / 2008 from within the housing stock condition database. - The database produces a list of addresses falling within a non-decent and potentially non-decent homes failure for the categories of boilers, kitchens and doors.

· by inclusion within existing 5 year cyclical maintenance programme schedules.

3.3
Detailed property surveys are carried out for the full address list for the components, boilers, kitchens and doors with a condition-scoring table produced for each category. The addresses with the poorest condition grading are then selected for inclusion within the annual capital programme. This process not only creates an accurate reflection of the current decent homes status of the stock, but also improves the accuracy of the stock condition database.  

3.3
The component address lists are found at appendix A. Please note that the boiler list is incomplete at this time.
4
Risk Assessment

4.1
The Approval of this report may have the following implications

4.2
Resources - The schemes can be funded from approved budgets. 

4.3
Technical, Environmental and Legal - Clauses within all contracts require timbers to be sourced from sustainable managed forests, water fittings comply with water bye laws, the construction phase health and safety plan deals with identification, handling and disposal of asbestos products.


In accordance with commitments towards the Home energy conservation act, the council has promoted several energy efficiency schemes. These include a continuation of grant-funded schemes similar to those previously promoted. These provide energy efficiency measures such as cavity wall insulation, loft insulation, draught proofing and solar energy. 

4.4
Replacement boilers are condensing boilers of high efficiency that will reduce the amount of energy used and the amount of CO2 emitted to the atmosphere.

4.5
Political - None

4.6
Reputation - could enhance the view some customers have of the Council.

5
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE

5.1
Approve the schedules of addresses for inclusion within the capital programme 2007 / 2008.

Director of Community Services
Background papers: Working Files

For further information, please contact Rod Pearce direct dial 01200 414525

30 May 2007
DECISION








1

