	MINUTE NUMBERS 807-808



Minutes of Parish Councils’ Liaison Committee

Meeting Date:

Thursday, 24 March 2005 starting at 7.15pm

Present:

C Law (Chairman)

Councillors:


Parish Representatives

Bruce Dowles


Bolton-by-Bowland

A Schofield


Clayton-le-Dale

A Yearing


Clitheroe

S Hartley 


Hothersall

A Dales


Mellor

N C Walsh


Mellor

A Mashiter


Read

S Sturrock


Read

B Berry


Rimington & Middop

J Moorhouse


Simonstone

I R Hirst


Simonstone

J Lawson


Slaidburn & Easington

D M Midgeley


Waddington

R K Jackson


Waddington

T Fletcher


West Bradford

P Chadwick


Wilpshire

J Robinson


Wilpshire

In attendance: Director of Legal Services, Director of Development Services and Policy Development Officer.

Also in attendance: Councillor J B Hill.

802
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Borough Councillors D M Bailey, C J Holtom, M Ranson and C Warkman and from the following Parish Representatives:

P Young


Balderstone

A Knox



Clitheroe 

R Hargreaves


Clitheroe

M Parkinson


Downham

R Skoczen


Clayton-le-Dale 

F Robinson


Grindleton

P Boardman


Ramsgreave

D Hicks


Longridge

S Barker


Whalley

P Elms



Wiswell

803
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 27 January 2005 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman subject to Parish Representative F Priest being deleted from the list of those attending.

804
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

There were no declarations of interests.

805
MATTERS ARISING

(a)
Minute 648a – Closure of BT Phone Boxes
The representative from Clayton-le-Dale asked whether any reply had yet been received from British Telecomm.  The Director of Development Services commented that he was not aware of any reply but he would pursue this matter with the Chief Executive.

(b)
Minute 651 – Community Enhancement Scheme
The representative from Clayton-le-Dale asked whether there was any money left over from the Community Enhancement Fund for Parish Councils.  The Director of Development Services replied that a report had been submitted to Policy and Finance Committee making a number of recommendations for grants and also recommending that any surplus money would be transferred to the Council’s reserves.

806
PANOPTICONS

Committee considered the press release issued by Mid Pennine Arts Association following on from the public consultation exercise about the siting of a panopticon on Kemple End.  MPA recognised the strength of public opinion against the project in that particular location and were proposing to look elsewhere in the Ribble Valley for an alternative site.

Members then discussed the merits or otherwise of siting a panopticon on Kemple End or elsewhere in the valley.

The representative from Clayton-le-Dale asked for the membership of the Steering Group who would determine the site.  The Director of Development Services replied that he had attended recent meetings as had a number of Borough Councillors, members of the Forest of Bowland Steering Group, representatives from Stonyhurst College, Mid Pennine Arts Association and the East Lancashire Partnership.  He also pointed out that there was no commitment on Ribble Valley Borough Council to maintain whatever structure was eventually agreed.

RESOLVED:
That the matter be noted.

807
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT

The Director of Legal Services gave a verbal report on the Freedom of Information Act and particularly how this affected public bodies such as Parish Councils.  He also commented that a more detailed note would be circulated to all Parish Councils in the near future.

The Freedom of Information Act was passed in 2000 and it placed two duties on public bodies including Parish Councils and Parish Meetings.  By February 2003 all Councils had to adopt a Publication Scheme, which was a guide to the general public on what records were held by that body.  A model scheme had been sent to all Parish Councils who should have had their scheme approved by the Information Commissioner.  He added that if Parish Clerks had any queries on that matter they should seek further information from himself.

The second duty related to a requirement on all public bodies to respond to requests from members of the public who now had a legal right to see public records such as minutes of meetings, background papers, correspondence etc.

There were certain exemptions where the release of such information was not deemed to be in the public interest.  Such exemptions were split into two types; absolute and qualified.  Parish Councils could charge for photocopying or postage but could not make an administration charge unless the work gathering the information took more than 2½ days to complete.  Any refusal must be accompanied by a reason for refusal.  The requester could then ask the Council to reconsider its refusal and if the Council still refused then an appeal could be submitted to the Information Commissioner.  

He then gave examples of the types of requests which had been received by Ribble Valley Borough Council since 1 January 2005.  He expressed the view that there was little likelihood of Parish Councils receiving many requests.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

808
Audit commission: best value review of development Services February 2005

The Director of Development Services submitted his report which informed the Committee of the outcome of the recent Best Value Review of the Environment Health, Building Control and Planning Services.  Paragraphs 10 to 16 of the Review revealed the key findings.  The Council had been judged as providing a good two star service with uncertain prospects for improvement.  He felt that this was a satisfactory outcome but still offered the challenge to show that many improvements could and would be made.  The Inspectors had explained that the fundamental basis for their conclusion that there were uncertain prospects for improvement was that whilst there were strong intentions and some commitments to invest further in the service, they needed to firmly believe that the service was likely to achieve the highest possible ranking of excellence to be judged to have promising prospects.  He also gave the Council’s response to these recommendations and commented that one of the suggested improvement areas was in relation to a planning protocol.  The Secretary of the Ribble Valley Branch of the LAPTC commented that a meeting was being arranged for all Parish Clerks to consider this issue further.  The Director of Development Services highlighted 17 areas where improvements had already been made or were in the process of being made.  He also stated that there were some areas which would require further action.  

Members also commented on the report in particular the cost/benefits of striving to improve services from good to excellent.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

809
DRAFT RIBBLE VALLEY CRIME AND DISORDER REDUCTION PARTNERSHIP’S CRIME REDUCTION STRATEGY 2005-2008

The Policy Development Officer submitted the Draft Ribble Valley Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership’s Crime Reduction Strategy for 2005-2008 for consideration by Committee.  He asked Parish Councils to make any comments either at the meeting or within the timescale for consultation which ended on 15 April 2005. 

He commented that this was the third Strategy produced by RVCDRP.  All agencies had contributed towards the Strategy by identifying actions which could contribute to significant reductions in crime and disorder over the next three years.  Fourteen key themes had been identified and these had been further condensed into four main theme areas:

· Safe and secure buildings.

· Safe and secure streets and other public places.

· Substance abuse.

· People.

The three top crime categories were criminal damage, travelling criminals and violent crime.  The Strategy set out in detail how these and other problems would be tackled.  He further commented that unlike in previous years the Strategy could not be framed simply around local themes as the Government had set a number of testing public service agreement targets which would have to be met.  The main four were:

· PSA1 – a reduction in all crimes by 2008 of 15%.

· PSA2 – reassuring the public reducing the fear of crime and anti-social behaviour and building confidence in the criminal justice system.

· PSA4 – reducing the harm caused by illegal drugs, including the number of drug misusing offenders entering treatment through the criminal justice system.

· PSA6 – engaging the public in crime and disorder partnership initiatives.

He also informed Members that another key element in framing the Strategy was the issue of prolific and priority offenders which again had been addressed within the Strategy.  He reminded Members that in a recently published table, Ribble Valley featured 366 out of 376 crime and disorder partnerships across the Ribble Valley which made it one of the safest places in which to live and work.  

Finally, he expressed his concerns that this would be the last year that the Partnership would have total control over its budgets because of a national move to make counties the responsible body for the new safer and stronger communities fund in an attempt to ensure that strategies were more countywide and forward looking.  Members echoed these concerns and sought clarification on a number of issues in the Draft Strategy.  There was also a suggestion that the actual crime reduction figures as well as percentages should be included in the document.

RESOLVED:
That the report be received.


(A)
VIBRANT LOCAL LEADERSHIP


(B)
CITIZEN ENGAGEMENT FOR PUBLIC SERVICES

These two consultation papers from the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister had been placed on the agenda at the request of the Clerk to Bolton-by-Bowland.  He explained that he had written to the Chief Executive asking for the Council’s views on those documents.  They had been put on the agenda for tonight’s meeting.  He commented that the Citizen Engagement document referred to charters and referred to a meeting between Lancashire County Council, Ribble Valley Borough Council and Parish Councils, at which the charter had been discussed.  The Secretary of the Ribble Valley LAPTC commented that they were currently looking at developing a standard model for a charter.  

Councillor Hill also commented that the Council were currently looking to produce a draft Citizen’s Charter.

RESOLVED:
That

1.
the consultation documents be noted; 

2.
the report be made to the next meeting of this Committee on the progress of the Charter between Lancashire County Council, Borough Council’s and Parish Councils; and

3.
the Draft Citizen’s Charter be also included as an item on the agenda for the next meeting of this Committee.

810
MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD BY PARISH COUNCILS

(a)
Car Parking Strategy – Bolton-by-Bowland 
The Clerk to Bolton-by-Bowland  expressed his concern over a letter which had been sent to all Parish Councils on this matter stating that if they did not respond within the given time then the Parish Council would be deemed to be satisfied with what was being proposed.  He asked whether this was a change of policy in the way the Borough Council dealt with Parish Council consultations.  

He also had some concerns over the issue of implications to the Bolton-by-Bowland Car Park and its links with Tourist Information.  

Finally, he stated that he had received the agenda for the Planning and Development Committee which contained a report recommending the introduction of car parking charges at Bolton-by-Bowland Car Park with no consultation with the Parish Council.  The Director of Development Services reminded the Clerk that he could speak under public participation on that item at the Committee.

(b)
Attendance of Lancashire County Council District Partnership Officer and Parish Champion – Clayton-le-Dale 
The representative from Clayton-le-Dale queried the absence of both the Lancashire County Council’s District Partnership Officer and the Parish Champion from this meeting.

(c)
Parish Clerks Meeting – Bolton-by-Bowland 
The Clerk to Bolton-by-Bowland asked whether there would be another meeting in the near future of this forum.  The Policy Development Officer replied that he would try to arrange another meeting in the near future.

811
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

This was provisionally set for Thursday, 9 June 2005 at 7.15pm and would be confirmed at the Borough Council’s annual meeting.

812
DIRECTOR OF LEGAL SERVICES 

The meeting closed at 8.32pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Paul Timson (414403).
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H G Douglas


M Fielding


A G Pye


M Robinson





C Ross


G H Sowter


D Taylor

















PAGE  
68

