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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To inform Committee of the responses received from consultees in relation to the Council's review of its licensing policy.

1.2
To provide an opportunity for Committee to consider any amendments which may be required arising from the consultation exercise, and prior to approval of the policy.  (Amendments requested by Committee were incorporated in the draft policy before the consultation exercise).

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities


· Council Ambitions - 
}

· Community Objectives - 
}

· Corporate Priorities -  
}

· Other Considerations - 
}

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
The Licensing Act 2003 required each licensing authority to have a licensing policy, and to review that policy every three years. The Council's licensing policy is now due for review and a proposed draft of the reviewed policy was considered by this Committee at its last meeting (4 October 2007).

2.2
Consultation was carried out as authorised by Committee and the responses received are attached at Appendix 1 in date order.

3
ISSUES

3.1
The responses received raised a variety of issues but there are no common themes.  The number and nature of the responses received would suggest that in general those who are involved in the licensing process are satisfied with the Council's existing policy, as amended.  

3.2
The matters raised by those responding to the consultation exercise can be summarised as follows: (Dealing with consultation responses in date order) 


9 October 2007 – Mr J Russell – requests further amendment to Appendix 2.


27 October 2007 – Mr I Roger Hirst, Clerk to Simonstone Parish Council – Noted.  Comments on the form of the new policy amendments. 


29 October 2007 – on behalf of South Lakeland Parks.  Requests standardisation of policy documents between authorities, reduction in consultees, changes to regulations re personal licence holders and fees.


30 October 2007 - Punch Taverns requires no amendments to the policy.


12 November 2007 – Beer and Pub North at AOL.Com – On behalf of British Beer and Pub Association.  This is a generic response and does not require amendments to the policy.  The enforcement matters raised would be properly covered when reviewing the Council's enforcement policy.  The blanket conditions referred to in the final part of the letter are not in any event matters which have been considered by this Council to date.



13 November 2007 – Mr R A Whittaker on behalf of Rimington and Middop Parish Council.  The matters raised by Mr Whittaker were considered by Committee when approving the policy and were not matters which could be included in the policy.  


The matters raised are either matters for central government, or are operational matters, which the Council cannot always control.

4
RISK ASSESSMENT

4.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications
· Resources - 
}


· Technical, Environmental and Legal - 
}
· Political - 
}

· Reputation - 
}

5
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE
5.1
Approve the licensing policy as amended (Appendix 2) after consideration of the response received from consultees.
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DECISION





The licensing of premises and individuals under the Licensing Act 2003 contributes to the Council’s ambition to make peoples lives safer and healthier.  In order to do this the Council needs a clear policy statement to assist applicants and those affected by applications to contribute effectively to the process.





The Council's licensing policy is an important document in supporting the Council's aims and objectives.
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