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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To inform Committee of the Licensing Sub-Committee hearings and Appeal hearing, which have taken place since the 4 October 2007.  

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities

· Council Ambitions - 
}


· Community Objectives - 
}

· Corporate Priorities -  
}

· Other Considerations - 
}

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
There have been three matters before the Licensing Sub-Committee, namely hearings in relation to variation of the Licences at the:

· So Bar, Clitheroe;

· Buck Inn, Clitheroe; and

· Post House, Clitheroe.


Copies of the Committee’s decisions are attached at Appendix 1.

2.2
In addition, the Council’s decision to grant a premises licence to Carlitos Ltd has been the subject of an appeal to the Magistrates Court, made by a resident who made representations in respect of the initial licence.  The matter has been before the Magistrates Court for a case management hearing and will be the subject of a full hearing in December.   

3
ISSUES

3.1
Discussions with the Magistrates Court staff have revealed that a further appeal is pending, subject to payment of the fee by the appellant.  However the court fee which an Appellant may pay for an Appeal changed with effect from 1 October from a nominal fee of £23.50 to a fee of £400.00.

3.2
It is anticipated that this will have the effect of deterring Appellants.  This may mean the Council has to deal with a greater number of Reviews from those who cannot afford the option of an Appeal against the Council's decision, where the Appeal would have been made by an affected local resident rather than from the licence holder.   
4
RISK ASSESSMENT

4.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications
· Resources – N/A.

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – N/A.
· Political – N/A.

· Reputation – N/A.

5
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE
5.1
Note the contents of the report.

LEGAL SERVICES MANAGER

For further information please ask for 

Diane Rice, extension 4418.

(29110703)

INFORMATION





The Appeal process is an important safeguard within the Licensing Administration Regime.
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