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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To inform Members of the need to publish information collated as part of the evidence base and to seek agreement on the use of consultancy.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities

· Council Ambitions – The Local Development Framework has a key role in protecting and enhancing the quality of the local environment.

· Community Objectives – The matters covered in this report contribute to the objectives of a sustainable economy, thriving market towns, housing and the environment being addressed through the planning system. 

· Corporate Priorities – The report seeks to promote community engagement.

· Other Considerations – The Council has a duty to prepare the Local Development Framework.

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
Under the new plan making process the government requires that policies prepared by the Local Planning Authority should be founded on a thorough understanding of the needs of the area and the opportunities or constraints that operate within that area.  Authorities are expected to prepare and maintain up to date information on key aspects of the social, economic and environmental characteristics of the area.  Local Planning Authorities are also required to ensure that people understand the basis upon which planning policies have been developed and have the opportunity to comment on the information being utilised at an early stage.  

2.2
The evidence base is derived from a number of sources and comprises work undertaken directly by the Council, published data from a variety of sources or information collated for other purposes, for example playing field strategies and leisure facility reviews that are of benefit to and can inform the Local Development Framework process.  The evidence base will be subject to tests of soundness as part of the Examination in Public to any Local Development Document and we will need to demonstrate that the information has been available for people to view.

3
The LDF Evidence Base

3.1
A fundamental component of delivery is having in place a comprehensive, robust and sound evidence base.  Work has been ongoing to develop and create the evidence base to support the development of our Local Development Framework and a range of information has been collated.  Key elements of this relate to our regular monitoring work on issues such as housing, affordable housing, employment land, all of which are either the subject of published reports (Housing Land Availability, for example) or are drawn together in the Annual Monitoring Report which similarly is formally published.

3.2
As part of the development process work undertaken or information gathered needs to be available for interested parties to comment on, identify gaps or simply used to inform their views on policy options and direction.  It is considered that the most straightforward way to enable access to the information is to publish material using the Council's website as a cost effective means with provision for hard copies to be available for reference.  At this stage  documents that would be added to the website would be the baseline settlement audit and preliminary review papers. The settlement audit contains the baseline facts and information about the characteristics of the villages within Ribble Valley.  An extract of which is included at Appendix 1.  Appendix 2 contains a recently completed preliminary review paper looking at key greenbelt issues. These papers will provide a summary of key issues and information on particular topics of interest. In part they are intended to provide evidence that an issue has been reviewed. The conclusion that the paper has set out at the end of the report will form the basis on which to draw debate and develop our preferred options during the next stages.  This is an example of how a number of themes and issues will need to be drawn together to demonstrate that an issue has been considered. Others will include flood risk, infrastructure and natural and built heritage as examples. Other material that will form part of the evidence base and will either stem from or will give support to an issue will be particular pieces of work such as the strategic flood risk assessment and the Conservation Area reports.

3.3
Members will recall early work undertaken in partnership with other local authorities on the sustainability appraisal scoping report for the LDF which was previously approved for publication.  This document draws together a range of information and evidence that will support the development of the Core Strategy.  A specific appraisal is required for the Core Strategy which will need to be developed in parallel with the preferred options.  An initial stage of this is to start to develop plan objectives upon which appraisal can be based and these need to be published and refined during that process.  A set of draft objectives have been drawn together with a view to them being made available for review and discussion as part of the evidence base from which we will develop the Core Strategy and its Appraisal.  These are contained in Appendix 3 and will be placed on the website to help facilitate their development.  Members are asked to consider these and agree to their publication in this preliminary form as part of that process.

3.4
In view of the need to maintain progress on the LDF Core Strategy and the demands on in-house resourcing to move that forward, it is proposed to engage consultancy support to ensure the sustainability appraisal can be undertaken in parallel within the relevant timeframe.  Provision is available within existing budgets for this support work with £10,000 being set aside to support this work for the preferred option stage.  It is proposed that Hyder Consulting who undertook the previous scoping work be engaged to carry out this work as they have the previous knowledge and experience of issues in the area and can develop their previous work to address the Core Strategy Appraisal.  

3.5
Discussions are currently progressing with Lancashire County Developments Ltd (LCDL) who are the economic development group of Lancashire County Council.  These discussions in conjunction with the Ribble Valley Local Strategic Partnership are being undertaken with a view to partnership working and joint funding of consultancy work to promote both actions within the Sustainable Community Strategy and to support development of the LDF.  The work is to focus on providing an economic study of the area including town centre health checks and retail information to support policy development.  This will provide evidence on the local economy, town centre needs and retail patterns to enable policy options both in terms of the Local Development Framework and Economic Development functions of the Council to be identified and enable issues to be addressed in the Core Strategy.  The need for and provision of employment land will be an important element of this work.  Members are asked to consider and agree to the joint working initiative with LDCL to enable the Council's position to be fed into LCDLs board early in December.  In the meantime, discussions will continue to establish the project brief to secure the information the Council requires to support the LDF and regeneration functions.  At present provision has been made for a £15,000 contribution to the work from existing LDF and economic regeneration budgets with LCDL contributing a further £40,000.  

4
RISK ASSESSMENT

4.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications:

· Resources – Budget provision exists to support consultancy work for the LDF.  Joint working with LCDL will provide a significant additional resource to our process.

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – There is a requirement to have in place a transparent and robust evidence base.

· Political – None.

· Reputation – None.

5
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE
5.1
Endorse the need to publish information collated for the evidence base and instruct the Director of Development Services to make the necessary arrangements as relevant.

5.2
Confirm the draft Core Strategy objectives set out in Appendix 2 as a basis for discussion in developing the Core Strategy and its appraisal work as part of the supporting evidence base.

5.3
Authorise the Director of Development Services to engage Hyder consulting to progress the sustainability appraisal for the preferred option stage and to confirm its support for joint working with Lancashire County Developments Ltd on the proposed economic and retailing study and that in both cases Committee are kept informed of progress as appropriate. 

DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

BACKGROUND PAPERS

1
Planning Policy Statement 12 – Local Development Frameworks.  Office of the Deputy Prime Minister 2004.

2
Office of the Deputy Prime Minister 2004 – Creating local development frameworks a companion guide to PPS12.

For further information please ask for Colin Hirst, extension 4503. 

For information on draft plan objectives please ask for Diane Cafferty, on ext 4551.

For information on greenbelt review please ask for Sarah Westwood, ext 4516.

DECISION








