	



Minutes of Community Committee

Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 6 November 2007 starting at 7pm

Present:

Councillor R J Thompson (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance:  Councillors R Sherras and S Sutcliffe.

Also in attendance: Director of Development Services, Director of Resources, Director of Development Services, Environmental Health Manager, Street Scene Manager, Leisure and Sports Development Manager and Waste Management Officer

513

APOLOGIES

There were no apologies for absence.

514
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 11 September 2007 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

515
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor M Sutcliffe declared an interest in Agenda Item 22 because she was a member of the Roefield Management Committee.

516
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

517
CLITHEROE SKATE PARK

Committee were shown a short DVD setting out the details of the development of the skate park at the Castle Grounds.

518
REFERENCES FROM OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEES

There were no references from the Overview and Scrutiny Committees.

519
PLAY STRATEGY AND BIG LOTTERY PLAY SUBMISSION

Committee considered a report submitted by the Director of Community Services which set out the progress which had been made in producing a boroughwide Play Strategy together with details of the resulting bid to the Big Lottery for support with play projects.

Members were reminded that a sum of £200,000 had been earmarked for Ribble Valley which could be accessed through the production of a play strategy for key projects that delivered those strategic outcomes.  A “Play Alliance” made up from representatives across the play sector had been established to ensure that a wide cross section of the community was involved in the development of the Strategy.  A copy of the completed Play Strategy was submitted to Committee.  It had been endorsed by the Play Alliance and together with the Big Lottery application had been submitted for assessment.  A decision was expected in early December.

The purpose of the strategy was to:

· address the play needs of children and young people in the Ribble Valley;

· provide increased opportunities;

· identify current provision;

· promote consultation and community involvement;

· provide clear priorities for future provision;

· ensure sustainability;

· promote creative and innovative approaches to play;

· assist in attracting funding for improved opportunities;

· communicate and raise the profile of play provision.

Three priority projects had emerged from the Strategy which had identified rural opportunities and provision for older young people as currently lacking.  The projects were:

· mobile skate park to deliver activities in rural areas;

· adventure play facilities in Longridge;

· woodland play facility at Calderstones.

The total value of the three projects including a contribution from the Council’s capital programme was £244,000 which represented a significant investment in children’s play for Ribble Valley.

In order to access the funds described, they would have to be administered through an “accountable body”.  The Big Lottery had identified local authorities to fulfil this role and the Council would therefore administer the funding and make the relevant financial returns to the Big Lottery in accordance with their protocols.

RESOLVED:
That


1.
the report of the Director of Community Services be noted;

2.
that Committee endorse the adoption of the Play Strategy and the establishment of the Play Alliance;

3.
that Committee endorse the delivery of the three projects identified by the Play Alliance;  and

4.
that Policy and Finance Committee be recommended that the Borough Council should act as the accountable body for the lottery grants. 

520
RIBBLE VALLEY SPORT AND PHYSICAL ACTIVITY ALLIANCE

The Director of Community Services submitted  a report setting out details of the Ribble Valley Sport and Physical Activity Alliance (SPAA) Vision Document and Delivery Plan.  The Delivery Plan comprised of a number of projects which potentially could generate an increase in participation in sport and physical activity and contributed towards the range of key performance indicators established by Sport England.  It was proposed to submit four of the projects contained therein to the Sport England for Community Investment Funding.  These were detailed in the Delivery Plan Document.

In signing up to this Delivery Plan and the four SPAA projects that had been identified at this stage, the Council was effectively agreeing to:

1.
undertake the administration associated with coordination of the SPAA Executive Group whose role was to coordinate the delivery of the projects and also the administration of the delivery groups where projects were being led from within this organisation;

2.
act as the fund holding body of community investment fund awards in association with SPAA projects .  The SPAA Executive Group would ensure compliance with the accountability structures and work programme;  and

3.
commit resources in the form of officer time to the delivery of the projects where identified. 

However, it was emphasised that there were no additional capital or revenue cost implications other than the existing capital project commitment towards the fitness room at Longridge Civic Hall and appropriate staff presence for the three year duration of the project.  The revenue cost implications attached to the additional staffing requirements in coordinating and delivery of the projects were to be met from either matched or Community Investment Fund resources and were not projected to impact upon the Council.

RESOLVED:
That 

1.
Committee accept and endorse the Vision Document and Delivery Plan and agree to the project’s proposal for village venues to be submitted simultaneously with the Vision Document to Lancashire Sport and Sport England; and

2.
Committee agree to the Council’s commitment to undertaking the fund holding responsibility on behalf of Ribble Valley SPAA and this be referred to Policy and Finance Committee for approval. 

521
LONGRIDGE COMMUNITY USE AGREEMENT

The Director of Community Services submitted a report requesting Committee to consider the new draft Agreement for the future use of Longridge High School for the provision of community sports provision.  He reminded Members that the Council had served 12 months notice on the current Agreement in an attempt to renegotiate a new arrangement that better reflected the current relationship and made it much clearer what the Council were paying for.

After several meetings with both the school and the County Council the principles on which a new agreement could be based had been agreed.  These were:

· ownership and responsibility for the site to sit wholly with the school;

· the Borough Council to identify a core number of hours per week required to fulfil the needs of its customers;

· the Borough Council would pay for these hours based on an agreed formula that covered the operational cost of the facilities identified.

The Director of Community Services informed Members that alongside the agreement both parties would need to make arrangements for the transfer of buildings currently owned by the Council to the school.  The revenue implications of the new arrangements, including the relocation of the gym to the Civic Hall would now have to be quantified and there would be staffing implications under the new arrangements which would require a different staffing structure.

A copy of the draft agreement was submitted to Committee for their observations.  Concern was expressed by Members that under the proposed agreement the Council would still be responsible for providing capital finance to improve facilities at the school.  It was suggested that it might be better for both parties if the School were responsible for the capital costs and that the Council’s contribution should be factored into the school’s hire charges.

RESOLVED:
That

1.
the report of the Director of Community Services be noted;  and

2.
that Committee endorse the document;  and that 

3.
the officers be requested to carry out further discussions with the school regarding the long term capital costs for facility improvements and ask that the school reconsider factoring into the hire changes a contribution to those costs.

522
ENERGY EFFICIENCY MEASURES TO RIBBLESDALE POOL 2007/2008

The Director of Community Services submitted a report to inform Members of progress with the scheme to implement energy efficiency measures at Ribblesdale Pool.  The scheme had been created as a result of energy saving recommendations identified during a survey carried out by the Carbon Trust in 2006 and a capital budget of £104,500 had been set aside to carry out the recommendations.

The survey identified several options to raise energy efficiency including:

· replacement of existing boiler (already planned with capital programme 2007/2008);

· introduce combined heat/power;

· replace heat exchanges;

· upgrade pipe work insulation;

· recalibrate instrumentation;

· install variable speed fans to air handling unit.

The original energy efficiency scheme had included the installation of a 15m wind turbine and planning permission had been granted for this in June 2007.  A study had been carried out at the site to establish the feasibility of the installation of a wind turbine and the results had not been satisfactory.  It was therefore proposed that the wind turbine scheme should be postponed.  As an alternative to the installation of the wind turbine a solar hot water system had been considered whereby solar panels would be located on the pool roof to supplement the hot water provision of the new boiler system.  Details of the cost of the provision of the solar system were reported to Committee. 

The Director of Community Services informed Members that the remainder of the measures outlined within the Carbon Trust Survey were currently being assessed and estimates produced.  Further research was also being carried out and it was expected that within this would be the preparation of the system to adopt a combined heat and power system and the installation of a second solar hot water and photovoltaic panel to provide electricity. 

RESOLVED:
That

1.
Committee approve the replacement of the pool’s boiler utilising funding from the pool energy efficiency scheme budget;

2.
the installation of a wind turbine at the pool be postponed and further evidence be collected on its long term viability;

3.
dependent upon grant funding Committee approve the installation of a solar hot water system;  and

4.
Committee approve the installation of further energy efficiency proposals identified by the consultant’s report from within remaining budgets.

523
PROPOSED RIBBLE VALLEY CARAVAN SITE-MODEL STANDARDS

The Director of Community Services submitted a report requesting Committee to approve and adopt Ribble Valley Model Standards for residential, seasonal and touring caravan sites within the Borough.  Committee were also requested to agree to grant officers delegated powers to re-issue and amend site licences.   

Members are reminded that under the Caravan Site and Control of Development Act 1960 each local authority was responsible for the granting of site licences which would be issued after planning permission had been obtained.  Once granted there was no requirement for the renewal of the licence and the local authority’s measure of control lay in the conditions that were attached and the powers available to the local authority for the enforcement of these conditions.  In determining conditions the local authority must have regard to the model standards issued by the Secretary of State.  These model standards were last revised for residential and seasonal sites in 1989 and in 1983 for touring sites.  

Some licences currently held by sites in the Ribble Valley were issued in the 1960s and the conditions attached were the model standards at that time.  Since there had been no requirement to re-issue the licences some had become very outdated.  Recent inspections of all caravan sites and a review of the current licences and conditions held by each site had revealed that six of the twelve sites had licences that needed to be re-issued.  

New licences were required where there had been new planning permissions granted or changes on the site.  It was felt that this was an ideal opportunity to review the model standards conditions to be attached to the licences.  

A copy of the proposed Ribble Valley Model Standards was submitted to Committee.  These were based on the model standards issued by the Secretary of State with some amendments.  Details of these amendments were reported to Committee.  

Members raised some concerns regarding conditions relating to certified locations and caravan rally sites.  The Director of Community Services agreed to investigate these two areas.

RESOLVED:
That

1.
Committee agree to adopt the Ribble Valley Model Standards as the standard conditions to be attached to caravan sites within the Ribble Valley;  and

2.
Committee agree to delegate the re-issuing of licences to the Director of Community Services.  

524
MONITORING REPORT ON COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT GRANTS

The Director of Development Services submitted a report to provide Committee with progress on the projects which have been approved through the Community Enhancement Grants scheme to allow further consideration of any underspend that may occur.  He informed Members that all the projects concerned had provided anticipated end dates prior to or by the end of March 2008.  However, given the individual nature of some of these projects there was always the possibility that the anticipated completion date would not be met and that the claimants would be looking to claim funding beyond March 2008.

Details of progress on individual projects were contained in Appendix 1 of the report and it was anticipated that potential slippage beyond March 2008 could be up to £45,000.  Two projects were no longer claiming the funding allocated to them and one project had underspent in terms of the grant originally offered.  Details of other cases causing concern were reported to Committee.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
confirm that where projects are making progress but are likely to complete beyond March 2008, that an additional six month period in which to claim their grant funding would be accepted;

2.
agree that any funding unclaimed by 30 September 2008 would no longer be eligible for payment and that the Director of Development Services be instructed to advise all current projects of this deadline;  and

3
confirm that in the case of an underspend in approved projects no provision be made to extend the grant scheme beyond its current programme and no additional funding be offered to (a) existing grant aided projects (b), to previously unsuccessful applicants or to (c) new projects.  

525
REVIEW OF DOG WASTE BIN PROVISION

The Director of Development Services submitted a report setting out further information regarding dog waste bin provision.  He informed Members that a further 20 additional dog waste bins had been provided earlier in the year and that the Dog Warden had increased her hours to undertake the emptying of those bins.  When the Parish and Town Councils had been initially consulted a list of 33 potential sites had been identified.  The remaining 13 sites had been reviewed but the need for a dog waste bin had only been identified as appropriate at Calderstones Park, Whalley.  In addition, it was reported that the most recent consultation with Town and Borough Councils had resulted in no interest being expressed in relation to further dog bin provision. 

A review had also been undertaken of the dog waste bin provision in the Clitheroe Castle grounds and it had been decided to rationalise the dog bins to 8 larger capacity bins, placed more strategically, which would improve the general appearance of the park, particularly in the light of the redevelopment of the museum area.  Details of the costs of this work were submitted to Committee.  

The Director of Development Services informed Members that some of the existing bins throughout the area were now approaching 20 years old and he felt that there was a growing need to replace them on an annual rolling programme and to make provision accordingly.

RESOLVED:
That

1.
the report of the Director of Development Services be noted;

2.
of the 13 additional dog waste bin sites suggested by the Parishes and Town Councils that are still outstanding only 1 be provided at Calderstones Park, Whalley;

3.
the replacement of the dog waste bins situated in the Castle Grounds be approved subject to suitable funding being identified;  and

4.
the Policy and Finance Committee be requested to approve a £1,000 budget to be available for the replacement of five dog waste bins per annum on a rolling programme.

526
FLUORIDATION OF MAINS WATER – REQUEST TO SUBMIT OBJECTION TO UNITED UTILITIES

The Director of Development Services submitted a report informing Members that he had received a request from the UK Councils Against Fluoridation for the Council to write as a Member to the United Utilities to object to the fluoridation of the mains water supply.  

He informed Members that the UK Councils Against Fluoridation believed that the North West Strategic Health Authority were continuing to develop a policy and process for the eventual fluoridation of the public water supplies serving the North West.  They believe that considerable ongoing discussions and information was being exchanged between the Strategic Health Authority and United Utilities on this matter and that there was a pressing need for Members to challenge the process.

An approach had been received on behalf of the UK Council’s Against Fluoridation requesting member authorities to refer what was being proposed to their Legal Sections for consideration.  They considered the suggestions technically illegal and asked that Councils write formally to the Water Company advising them that if they introduce fluoridation then they were acting contrary to UK food law and EU law.

Members were reminded that in May 2004 the Council had passed a unanimous resolution “not to support the fluoridation of mains water supply in the Ribble Valley” and the Director of Development Services suggested that in light of this a letter of objection should be sent to the United Utilities informing them that the Council does not support the fluoridation of the mains water supply in the Ribble Valley.  He also recommended that a similar letter should be sent to the Strategic Health Authority.  

Committee discussed this item in great detail.

RESOLVED:
That

1.
Committee agree in principle that a letter of objection should be sent to United Utilities informing them that this Council is not in agreement with the fluoridation of the mains water supply in the Ribble Valley and that if they introduce fluoridation then they will be acting contrary to the food law and EU Laws; and

2.
a similar letter be sent to the Strategic Health Authority. 

527
EXTENSION OF THREE STREAM COLLECTION AND RECYCLING SERVICES

Further to Minute 362 of the meeting of this Committee held on 11 September 2007 the Director of Community Services submitted a progress report relating to the extension of the three stream wheeled bin waste collection and recycling services.  The implementation of the scheme had followed the programme of key tasks which had been included in the report to Committee in September.  Strikes by Royal Mail staff had interfered with the procedures and their data base used for distribution of the letters had proved to have some inaccuracies which had led to some people not receiving letters.  Enquiries about the new service had been received by telephone, in person, by letter, fax and email from the first day that residents had received their advance information letters.  Staff were at present working their way as quickly as possible through the backlog.

Further problems had been experienced with the delivery of the wheeled bins to the properties by the supplier and the Council’s own staff had been assisting in this area.  It was anticipated that by Friday, 2 November in all but exceptional circumstance, all properties would have wheeled bins available to them for use.  A number of residents had enquired about having larger burgundy and/or green bins due to, in the first case the number of persons living in their property, and in the second case, having such large gardens to maintain.  To date the answer given to such enquiries had been in accordance with the decisions made by Committee on 16 January 2007.  However, Committee were asked to reconsider this decision in the light of the number of req
uests being received.

Members then discussed the provision of larger bins together with other items including assisting members of the public who were unable to put their bins out because of infirmity etc.

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
note the progress being made in implementing the next phase of the three stream wheeled bin waste collection and recycling service;

2.
continue to support the actions taken so far;  and

3.
do not agree to increase the size of green bins provided but would consider providing 240 litre bins for residual waste to a limited number of properties on the basis of a strict assessment by officers with reference to criteria to be discussed at the next meeting of this Council.

528
RIBBLE VALLEY CRIME AND DISORDER REDUCTION PARTNERSHIP – STRATEGIC ASSESSMENT

Committee considered a report from the Director of Community Services setting out details of the process which the Ribble Valley Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership was going through to establish its key objectives and targets for 2008/2011.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

529
CAPITAL MONITORING 2007/2008

The Director of Resources submitted a report to update Members with progress on the capital programme for this Committee for the current financial year.  Capital evaluation sheets for each scheme were also submitted for Committee’s information.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

530
REVENUE MONITORING 2007/2008

The Director of Resources submitted a report for Committee information informing them of the position for the first six months of this year’s revenue budget.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

531
GENERAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

The Director of Development Services submitted a report for Committee’s information which included updates on Castle Cement, the responsibility for the stray dog service, a mid year review of the Environmental Health Service Action Plan and an investigation of illegal slaughtering.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

532
GENERAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

The Director of Community Services submitted a report for Committee’s information which included updates on tourism, Ribblesdale Pool, sports development, lottery developments and the Platform Gallery.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

533
RIBBLE VALLEY HEALTHY LIFESTYLES

The Director of Community Services submitted a six  month evaluation of the Council‘s healthy lifestyle programmes.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

534
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
That by nature of the next item of business being exempt information under Category 1 Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 the press and public be now excluded from the meeting.

535
SERVICE CONDITIONS FOR ROEFIELD LOAN

The Director of Community Services submitted a report setting out draft service conditions which he recommended should be included in the agreement which would support the loan being made to the Roefield Leisure Centre by the Council.  

RESOLVED:
that

1.
the report be noted;  and

2.
the draft service conditions recommended be approved. 

The meeting closed at 10.03pm

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact John Heap (414461).
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