	MINUTE NUMBERS 59 - 63 



Minutes of Community Committee

Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 17 May 2005 starting at 7.00pm

Present:

Councillor R J Thompson (Chairman)

Councillors:

In attendance: Chief Executive, Director of Community Services, Director of 
Development Services, Environmental Health Manager, Street Scene Manager, 
Community Development Manager.

Also in attendance: Councillors J Hill, R Sherras, M Sutcliffe and S Sutcliffe.

46
APOLOGIES



Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors 


J E Alcock and D M Bailey.

47
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 8 March 2005 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

Councillor Flitcroft asked questions concerning progress on matters in minutes 735 and 738.

48
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor G Sowter declared an interest on agenda item No 8 – The Ribble Valley Borough Council’s Cycling Strategy.

49
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

The Chairman introduced several Members of the public who wanted to speak on the subject of the removal of the car parking subsidy at Edisford Car Park, Clitheroe.

Ruth Hargreaves, who is a user of Roefield Leisure Centre, expressed her concern at the extra cost she will have to bear should the removal of the car park subsidy at Edisford Car Park continue.  She felt that the recreational facilities at Edisford should be supported by the Borough Council and that the decision with regard to the removal of the car parking subsidy should be reconsidered.  She presented the Chairman with a petition against the removal of the refund on the car park which serves Roefield Leisure Centre and Ribblesdale Swimming Pool.

Michael Jones – Chair of the Clitheroe Swimming Club – informed Committee that in his experience when visiting other facilities for competitions payment is not made to park.  He felt that the Borough Council should be encouraging young people to take part in sport and that the withdrawal of the refund on parking was not doing this.  He asked the Borough Council to think again about the charges.

Graham Cunliffe – a member of the gym at Roefield – expressed concern about the extra cost to him which would result from the withdrawal of the car parking subsidy at Edisford Car Park.  

Tony Rodia – the Manager at Roefield Leisure Centre – felt that the withdrawal of the subsidy from car parking at Edisford Car Park would deter some parents from taking their children to the Leisure Centre and from attending themselves.

Ricenda Ratcliffe – a user of the swimming pool – expressed concern that the extra cost to her would mean that she would not be able to swim as often as she needed under the Fitness For Life scheme and on medical advice from her doctor.  She asked that the withdrawal of the subsidy be reconsidered.

50
PRESENTATION BY RIBBLESDALE HIGH SCHOOL ON THE ROSE GARDEN IN THE CASTLE GROUNDS PROJECT

The Leisure and Tourism Manager introduced this item by informing Committee of two awards which had been won by the school for their participation in this project.  The pupils then went on to do a slide presentation outlining the work they had carried out to the site in the Castle Grounds and the training they had undertaken at Myerscough College in order to be able to do this.  Their ideas now needed to be taken forward to bring the project to fruition.

Several Councillors offered their congratulations on the excellent presentation and the work done so far and wished them good luck with the project.

51
DISCUSSION ON THE IMPACT OF THE REMOVAL OF CAR PARKING SUBSIDY AT EDISFORD CAR PARK AND RIBBLESDALE POOL AND ROEFIELD LEISURE CENTRE 

The Chairman introduced this item which had been placed on the agenda at the request of Councillor Sowter.  

Councillor Sowter acknowledged that this did not come under the remit of this Committee but felt that this Committee was affected because of the impact of the removal of car parking subsidy on the Ribblesdale Pool and Roefield Leisure Centre.  

Reference was made to the Council’s objectives including making peoples lives safer and healthier and that our services are accessible to all.  It was felt by some Councillors that although it was recognised that tariffs do need to be increased, that the complete removal of the car parking subsidy at Edisford Car Park was too much in that it caused significant increases to family budgets.  Concern was also expressed that vehicles using the facilities were now parking on the roadsides of Edisford Road instead of using the car park.  It was felt by some Councillors that the increase in the car park charges should be reasonable but that there should still be a compensating refund scheme available for the leisure facility users.  

Councillor Hill and Councillor Sutcliffe, who were not Members of this Committee, were given permission to speak on this item.  Councillor Hill informed Committee that consideration needed to be given to the larger picture with regard to the overall financial situation on the Borough Council and that this could not be considered in isolation.  Councillor Elms reminded Committee that this was not a decision that the Community Committee could take, but that it would need to be discussed by the Car Park Working Group and the Planning and Development Committee under whose remit it came and that this Committee should not be making any recommendations.  Concern was again expressed by several Members that the increase in charges would have adverse effects on customers of Roefield Leisure Centre and Ribblesdale Pool.

RESOLVED:
That Committee refer the petition protesting against the removal of car parking refunds at Edisford Car Park to Planning and Development Committee as soon as possible. 

52
CAPITAL OUTTURN 2004/05

The Director of Finance submitted a report for Committee’s information on the provisional final position for the last financial year and informing Committee of the likely level of slippage on this Committee’s schemes.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

53
SPORTS AND COMMUNITY AWARDS

The Director of Community Services submitted a report asking Committee to consider expanding the existing sporting excellence awards to recognise achievement and contribution across a wider range of categories which would include the voluntary sector and community groups.  He informed Committee that for the past three years representatives from the Ribble Valley had been selected to take part in the Lancashire Sport Awards but felt that a proper system to elect Ribble Valley entrants should be put in place and felt that our system for sporting excellence awards could be used as a basis to be built on for this to happen.  He also felt that sponsorship could well be attracted towards this event which would likely be some time in July.

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
agree to run a trial event in August to enable an open selection of representatives for the Lancashire Sports Award; and

2.
move to a single event the following year to cover a broader range of categories on the understanding that the current sporting excellence awards would not be devalued.

54
RIBBLE VALLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL CYCLING STRATEGY

The Director of Community Services submitted a report presenting to Members the comments received from consultation on the Draft Cycling Strategy.

The Engineering Manager asked that the Cycling Strategy which contained the revisions should be publicly launched at the Clitheroe Town Centre Cycle Race on Wednesday, 3 August this year.  He informed Committee that there were two major cycling events being staged in the Ribble Valley this year which were the Tour of Pendle and Ribble Valley and the National Elite Town Centre Race.  To coincide with this event there would also be a number of sport and recreation activities going on in the Castle Grounds throughout the day as part of the school holiday activities programme.

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
accept the Draft Cycling Strategy with revisions as the Council’s Cycling Strategy; and

2.
approve that the Cycling Strategy be publicly launched at the Clitheroe Town Centre Race on Wednesday, 3 August 2005.

55
REVIEW OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SERVICE 2004/05

The Environmental Health Manager submitted a report looking at the key local performance indicators within the Environmental Health Plan for 2004/05 and asked for approval of the recommendations in the report in relation to it.  He outlined the key issues which included food hygiene, health and safety, air pollution, pest control and dog warden service, and general complaints.  Various questions were asked from Councillors with regard to food inspections, dog fouling, the use of CCTV and dog fouling, and staffing issues.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
note the generally satisfactory performance of the Environmental Health Section in 2004/05;

2.
note the continuing elevated levels of complaints and its impact on pro‑active work; 

3.
note the continuing shortfall in relation to health and safety inspection and enforcement in non food premises;

4.
reconfirm the continuing priority of food premises inspection in relation to health and safety regulation;

5.
confirm the health and safety policy of focussing resources on the inspection of higher/medium risk non food premises which have not received an inspection under revised current legislation within available resources; and

6.
recognise the significant increased demands being imposed on already overstretched service.

56
APPROVAL OF THE FOOD SERVICE PLAN 2005/2006

The Environmental Health Manager submitted a report asking Councillors to consider and approve the Ribble Valley Borough Council Food Service Improvement Plan for 2005/06.  He drew attention to the contents in the report which reviewed the performance of the service against last years performance plan and also set out the proposed areas for improvements in the forthcoming year.

RESOLVED:
That Committee

1.
note the production of the Ribble Valley Borough Council Food Service Improvement Plan 2005/06;

2.
note the satisfactory performance in relation to the identified areas for improvement in the previous year’s Food Service Improvement Plan; and

3.
approve the document for implementation in the current financial year within available resources.

57
APPROVAL OF THE HEALTH AND SAFETY SERVICE PLAN 2005/06

The Environmental Health Manager submitted a report asking Committee to consider and approve the Ribble Valley Borough Council Health and Safety Service Improvement Plan 2005/06.  Again he highlighted the section which set out the service activity and improvements achieved during the last financial year and also listed the proposals for the forthcoming year.

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
note the production of the Ribble Valley Borough Council Health and Safety Service Improvement Plan 2005/06 and its implications in relation to resource provision;

2.
recognise and confirm the importance of health and safety enforcement and the need to make adequate service provision; and

3.
approve the document for implementation in the current financial year within available resources.

58
RIBBLE VALLEY PANOPTICON UPDATE

The Director of Community Services submitted a report informing Members of the development of the Ribble Valley Panopticon and encouraged all Members to become involved in the Ribble Valley Steering Group.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

59
UPDATE ON SALTHILL ACTION GROUP

The Director of Community Services submitted a report updating Committee on the progress being made by Salthill Action Group with regard to the redevelopment of Salthill Recreation Park Clitheroe.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

60
HIGH HEDGES

The Director of Development Services submitted a report informing Committee about the commencement date of the High Hedges Legislation and the charge for administering, processing and implementing the legislation.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

61
GENERAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

The Director of Development Services submitted a report for Committee’s information.  It included an update on Castle Cement, the minutes of the Castle Cement Liaison meeting, a summary of the Chatburn and Waddington Air Monitoring Stations, Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005 update and an item on United Utilities Water and Waste Water Services Investment Plan 2005-2010.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

62
GENERAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES 

The Director of Community Services submitted a report for Committee’s information which included the progress on various aspects of art, sports development and indoor leisure provision.  This included the Freedom Leisure Card scheme, healthy lifestyles, health walk project, sports development, leisure facilities and waste transfer station.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

63
REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

A report was submitted by Councillor Sowter who had recently attended a meeting of the Oral Health Strategy Group.

The meeting closed at 9.00pm

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact John Heap (414461).
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