

MINUTES OF BUDGET WORKING GROUP

HELD 21 NOVEMBER 2007

Present:

Cllrs: Ranson, Thompson, Sherras, Barrett, Rogerson, Knox, Chief Executive Director of Resources and Financial Services Manager.

Also in attendance:

Cllr J S Taylor. 

1. Apologies

1.1 Cllrs Eccleston and Hirst.

2. Minutes of Meeting Held on 17 September 2007

2.1 Accepted as a correct record of the meeting.

3. Matters Arising from the Minutes

3.1 The DOR informed the group of the recent notice of legal action by LCC regarding the outstanding amount due to them for concessionary travel.  They had agreed to withhold court action until 10 December 2007.  The Chairman referred to his discussion with Cllr Tony Martin at LCC who didn’t see any reason why we couldn’t receive a detailed breakdown of our figures as received by Wyre.

3.2 The DOR also updated the group regarding the latest position with Parkwise.  He informed members that officers from Lancaster and Chorley would be visiting authorities to ensure consistency between districts in their calculations of on-street deficits.  The DOR reminded members that on-street parking is the County Council’s responsibility.

3.3 The DOR referred to our response to the recent consultation paper on the local government finance formula grant distribution proposed changes.

3.4 A discussion took place regarding the proposed Housing Stock Transfer.  The DOR referred the previous BWG meeting and the suggestion by Cllr Knox that a special meeting by held to examine the costs of the possible transfer.  It was agreed this would be useful.  The Chairman added that currently 78% of tenants have voted and the result of the ballot will be known on Monday 26 November.

3.5 The Chairman expressed concern regarding capacity given Housing Stock Transfer and the further roll out of Three Stream Waste Collection.  He added the council should be clear what its priorities are and if necessary look to recruit temporary staff.

4. Concurrent Functions

4.1 The DOR referred to his report to the next Parish Council Liaison Committee regarding the creation of a grant scheme to provide assistance to Parish Councils with the cost of concurrent functions.

4.2 He explained to the group the need to devise criteria/key principles under which parishes could bid for funding.

4.3 A discussion took place regarding possible bids for children’s playgrounds maintenance & inspections and the different management arrangements for these throughout the borough.

5. Budget Timetable

5.1 The DOR informed the group of the budget timetable he had prepared which set out the key tasks necessary to set the final budget for next year and also determine the level of council tax.

5.2 He mentioned that the Police Authority had notified districts that they proposed to set their budget later than in previous years on 26 February 2008.  The DOR added that our Full Council meeting (where the council tax is agreed) is scheduled for 4 March 2008.

6. Recent Developments

6.1 The DOR referred to recent developments which will have a significant impact on the budget.  These included;

· Concessionary Fares scheme for 2008

· Comprehensive spending review

· Three Year Finance Settlement 2008/09 to 2010/11

· Reduction in Housing Benefits DWP Administration Grant

· Reductions in LABGI grant 

7. Progress with 2008/09 Budget

7.1 The DOR explained that we were behind schedule with the preparation of next year’s budget.  He asked members for further guidance regarding the method of determining the savings necessary to set the budget.  The group agreed all service areas should find the necessary savings.  The group further agreed that they believed that budget holders would be able to achieve the savings by making efficiencies and not reductions in services.

8. Any Other Business

8.1 The DOR circulated a note prepared by the Revenues and Benefits Manger regarding the Localities Review which has resulted in the Ribble Valley locality being merged with the East Lancashire locality and thus reductions to benefit entitlements.  The Revenues and Benefits Manager had raised this issue with other authorities affected and had been asked to write an article for inclusion in the Institute of Rating, Revenues and Valuations (IRRV) magazine.

8.2 The Chairman agreed to raise this issue with our MP Nigel Evans.

9. Date and Time of Next Meeting
9.1 Tuesday 11 December 2007 5:00pm.
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