	



Minutes of Community Committee

Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 15 January 2008 starting at 7pm

Present:

Councillor R J Thompson (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance:  Chief Executive, Director of Community Services, Director of Development Services, Director of Resources, Environmental Health Manager, Street Scene Manager and Leisure and Sports Development Manager, 

Also in attendance: Councillors S Sutcliffe and M Ranson

688
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillor L Rimmer.

689
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 6 November 2007 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

A question was asked with regard to references from Overview and Scrutiny Committee regarding the issue of chewing gum.

The accuracy of Minute 527 was challenged and debated.

690
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting.

691
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

692
THREE STREAM REFUSE COLLECTION AND RECYCLING SERVICE 

The Director of Community Services submitted a report as requested on the progress being made to extend the three stream wheeled bin waste collection and recycling services to as many properties as possible in the Borough.  Committee were also invited to consider issues that had arisen whilst introducing the new scheme as well as suitable criteria for the possible issuing of larger (240litre) wheeled bins in particular circumstances.  The report, as the one previously considered by Members of this Committee last January, was lengthy, and detailed in respect of the way the refuse collection and recycling service is to be delivered and the costs involved.  The report detailed vital information relating to how the service had developed over time taking an overview of the financial issues that have had a significant effect on the decisions taken to date and an explanation of the legislation within which the Council provides this service to its council tax payers.  The report included a suggested list of criteria for the issue of the provision of larger 240litre residual waste bins in particular circumstances for Committee to consider.  The Director of Community Services reported that during the introduction of the new service some problems had been encountered, however the vast majority of residents had now settled into the way the service works despite some initial resistance to the changes that had been made.  He highlighted statistical data showing the effect of rolling out the service to about half of the properties in the Borough showing that residual waste is going down and recyclable waste going up.  The figures showed that the scheme is having the desired effect both statistically and financially for the Council.  With regard to the small percentage of cases where property owners were still dissatisfied with the type and style of service they were to receive interim arrangements had been put in place to ensure that residual waste was still collected from these properties.  This included the hiring of an extra vehicle, the use of the special collection vehicle and the cost of two extra men at an approximate cost of £1500 per week.  

The Director of Community Services then referred to the roll out of the final phase of the scheme that was due in May/June 2008 and set out a programme in order for this to happen.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee

1.
approve the criteria as set out at 3.7 of the report in respect of the provision of larger 240litre bins in certain circumstances with the reduction of the minimum number of persons living permanently in the household from seven to six;

2.
ask officers to provide each Ward Councillor with details of proposed collection arrangements for their area;

3.
ask officers to relaunch the white sack collection with a press release and a reissue of instructions on what can be included in the sack;

4.
ask officers to report back to the next meeting of Committee details of unresolved collection sites so that consideration can be given to what measures should be implemented;  and

5.
ask officers to continue with the current interim arrangements including the use of additional resources with regard to the problem locations until completion of the next roll out phase. 

693
REVENUE BUDGET 2008/09

The Director of Resources submitted a report asking Committee to agree a revised revenue budget for 2007/08 together with a draft revenue budget for 2008/09 for submission to Policy and Finance Committee.  He informed Committee that the revised budget was nearly £200,000 higher than the original estimate and highlighted the main reasons for this increase – the increased costs arising from job evaluation being the main one.  

With regard to the draft revenue budget for 2008/09, he informed Committee that there were a number of potential problems that could have a significant impact on the budget which included job evaluation, housing stock transfer, three stream waste collection costs, growth items, costs/savings from Longridge Sports Centre, Castle Museum revenue costs, concessionary travel and the tri-ennial review of pensions.  He reminded Committee that his forecast did not include any additional items that might be requested by Committee or take into account revenue implications of the Capital Programme.  He informed Committee that the Budget Working Group and Policy and Finance Committee had asked Committees/Officers to find corresponding savings for any growth items and to find 2.5% overall savings in the base budget.  Based upon his latest estimates this had now increased to 5%.  This would involve reducing this Committee’s budget by just under £200,000.  The Director of Resources went through each budget heading highlighting the ones with the biggest increases.   Members discussed the budget and asked a number of questions relating to specific items.

RESOLVED:
That

1.
Committee approve the 2008/09 revenue budget as set out in the report;

2.
Committee delegate to the Director of Community Services in consultation with the Chairman, Vice Chairman and Shadow Chairman of the Committee further consideration of growth items identified in service plans;

3.
Committee delegate to the Director of Community Services in consultation with the Chairman, Vice Chairman and Shadow Chairman consideration of how savings in the base budget could be identified;

4.
Committee delegate to the Director of Community Services in consultation with the Chairman, Vice Chairman and Shadow Chairman further increases to the proposed fees and charges;  and

5.
the revenue budget be submitted to the Policy and Finance Committee. 

694
REVISED CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2007/08; PROPOSED CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2008/13

The Director of Resources submitted a report asking Committee to approve the revised programme for the current year and to consider the future five year capital programme for this Committee.  He highlighted the main differences between the original programme and the revised programme and gave updated capital evaluation forms completed by the responsible officers.

With regard to the draft programme for 2008/09 to 2012/13 he informed Committee of the new schemes put forward by officers to form part of the five year capital programme and informed Committee that these would require further consideration by the Budget Working Group and Policy and Finance Committee.  He circulated an additional 2 new schemes that officers had asked to be added to the programme and he asked that Committee consider all the new schemes and those existing schemes as shown and put forward any amendments they saw fit.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee

1.
approve the revised capital programme for 2007/08 as set out in Annex 1;  and 

2.
approve the future five year programme for 2008/09 to 2012/13 as set out in Annex 2 as amended.  

695
CAFÉ AT EDISFORD RIVER BANK, CLITHEROE

The Director of Community Services submitted a report advising Committee on the present situation that prevails in relation to the lease of the Riverside Café at Edisford River Bank, Clitheroe.  He reminded Committee that the existing premises and business were leased out for a period of ten years until 25 March 2009.  During that period although the premise have been open and provided a valued service there had been some problems encountered and the lessee was now in breach of the terms and conditions of the original lease.  However, because of the legal position it was felt that there should be some negotiation with the lessee with regard to the terms of an early termination.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee delegate to the Director of Community Services, in consultation with the Chairman of Community Committee the authority to negotiate a suitable resolution to this matter with the present lessee with a view to securing a satisfactory termination of the existing lease whilst attempting to secure the opening of the facility during the summer of 2008.  

696
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT SERVICE PLAN

The Director of Community Services submitted his service plan for 2008/09 and highlighted the key issues within the service plan which relate to key projects and service areas including financial uncertainties.  He highlighted the actions that would be taken to improve the service along with the actions that had taken place over the last twelve months.  He then went on to inform Committee of the financial implications with regard to the changes in external funding received towards the Quality of Life Officer, Community Sport Facilitator and an administrative assistant.  He also highlighted other things that may well affect the service plan over the next twelve months which included revenue implications for 2009 at the Museum, the commitment of Lancashire County Council at the Tourist Information Centre and the funding of Arts Development.

Councillors were very concerned about these issues, particularly with regard to the Tourist Information Centre and the loss of funding for the three posts which were imperative to our service.

RESOLVED:
That Committee note the contents of the report and approve the service plan.  

697
NORTH WEST SOUND ARCHIVE

The Director of Community Services submitted a report asking Committee to consider a request by the North West Sound Archive for revenue funding towards the cost of temporary accommodation during the redevelopment of the Castle site.  He highlighted the fact that the North West Sound Archive had had to find alternative accommodation whilst the works to the Castle project are ongoing and that this was at some cost to them as they had previously used our premises free of charge.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee do not offer any additional support to the Sound Archive at this time but delegate to the Director of Resources in consultation with the Chairman a review of the situation in six months time.  

698
LONGRIDGE COMMUNITY USE AGREEMENT

The Director of Community Services submitted a report bringing Committee up to date with negotiations on the new Community Use Agreement with Longridge High School.   He included with the report a copy of the draft legal agreement for this and highlighted several amendments.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee

1.
note the contents of the report;

2.
approve the enclosed Agreement with separate revenue and capital elements;  and

3.
agree that the document be forwarded to the School Governors and County Council Legal Services for their consideration.  

699
RIBBLE VALLEY LOCAL AREA PLAN FOR FOOTBALL

The Director of Community Services submitted a report for Committee’s consideration on the Ribble Valley football development strategy and to seek Committee’s approval and endorsement of the projects identified in the plan for submission to the Football Association.  He informed Committee that the development of local area plans for football had been the initiative of the Football Association and that Ribble Valley, along with six other local authorities in Lancashire, had been identified as pilot areas for developing an understanding of existing provision for football against eight key priority headings pertaining to football and how these priorities could be best delivered at a local level.  He highlighted three projects that were being proposed which would form the basis for future investment.  These included the development of changing facilities and the creation of a Ribble Valley mini soccer league at Edisford; a football academy at Oakhill College and the inclusion of a football development officer.  After consideration the Football Association had indicated that these projects were acceptable and would match fund the overall cost of the projects by 50% and were seeking an indicative commitment to their delivery by the Borough Council.  It was felt that the scheme might need further consideration in order for the Borough Council to be able to support them financially. 

RESOLVED:
That Committee

1.
note the contents of the report;

2.
accept in principle the projects contained in the plan;  and

3.
request officers explore options to enable the three projects to be funded from existing and/or other external sources.  

700
FOOD SAFETY ‘SCORES ON THE DOORS’

The Director of Development Services submitted a report asking Committee to consider in principle introducing a ‘Scores on the Doors’ scheme in relation to food premises within the Ribble Valley. 

RESOLVED:
That Committee do not support the introduction of such a scheme at this time primarily because of budget restrictions.

701
APPROVAL OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICE PLAN 2008/09

The Director of Development Services submitted the Environmental Health Service Plan for 2008/09 for Committee’s consideration and approval.  He highlighted the key issues and targets contained within the plan and asked that consideration be given to additional resources for:

· an annual budget of £1,000 be sought for replacing five dog waste bins on a rolling programme;

· the provision for the routine replacement of the Environmental Health service computer central server to ensure fitness for purposes £2,500;

· provision for the transfer of responsibility of dealing with stray dogs and providing an adequate out or hours service in line with DEFRA guidance.  It was noted that an allowance of £2,500 had been allocated from the Council’s Rate Support Grant for this purpose.

· the need for formal provision of ‘out of hours’ response in relation to emergency planning and environmental health.  It was noted that this would not be pursued at the present time primarily because of budget restrictions.

RESOLVED:
That Committee;

1.
approve the environmental service plan for implementation in the next financial year within available resources;  and

2.
recommend the submission of items identified for additional resource to the Council’s Budget Working Group.  

702
REPAIRS TO RIVERSIDE FOOTPATH, BRUNGERLEY PARK, CLITHEROE

The Director of Community Services submitted  a report for Committee’s information regarding the collapsed section of the riverbank footpath in Brungerley Park, Clitheroe and the options for repairs in support of the proposed funding for a scheme in the capital programme.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.  

703
GENERAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

The Director of Development Services submitted a report for Committee’s information which included updates on the Environment Agency Liaison meeting, fluoridation of mains water, the dog warden and stray dog service, radioactivity in food and environment annual report 2006, the annual report of the East Lancs Director of Public Health 2007 and Clitheroe Market.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.  

704
REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

The Director of Community Services submitted a report for Committee’s information which included updates on the Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership, Play England and the Castle Museum redevelopment.  It was felt that as detailed negotiations were now beginning with the County Council Museum Service on the service level agreement, that a Working Group which included Councillors should be set up.  

RESOLVED:
That the Chairman of Committee plus one other Councillor be included on the Working Group to oversee negotiations on the service level agreement with the County Council Museum Service.  

705
REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

Councillor White reported that at a recent meeting of Lancashire Locals and subsequently at a public meeting, the proposed road closure between Chipping and Longridge was to be re-examined by Lancashire County Council before the road works were due to take place.

The meeting closed at 10.30pm. 

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact John Heap (414461).
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