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1
PURPOSE

1.1 
To ask member to consider a request by the North West Sound Archive for revenue funding towards the cost of temporary accommodation during the re-development of the castle site.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities

· Council Ambitions - none

· Community Objectives - none

· Corporate Priorities - Increase opportunities for people to access cultural activities

· Other Considerations - none

2
BACKGROUND

2.1 The North West Sound Archive has occupied the stewards house within the castle buildings since 1982 and has been supported in revenue terms by the Council through providing such accommodation rent free. The Council have also covered the utility costs.

2.2 The Council has been firmly committed to supporting the archive over this time as it recognises the important and unique resource it provides across the north west region.

2.3 The archive contains over 140,000 items of oral history from English dialects, recollections from local people to important collections such as the Jodrell bank Astronomy collection and Manchester Jewish Museum Oral History collection.

3
ISSUES

3.1 In order for the refurbishment works to be carried out at the castle museum the whole of the site had to be vacated. It was agreed that, to try and find some collective economies, a joint store be found to re-house the sound archive, store any county museums services collections and store the council’s collections until they could be moved back into the new facility.

3.2 The Sound Archive had an additional problem in that they needed premises that could also be used as an office and recording studio in order for them to carry on the business in the interim period. They also preferred to remain in or around Clitheroe.

3.3 Premises were found on the Link 59 Industrial Estate in Clitheroe that could fulfil the requirements of each partner. Because of the additional requirements of the Sound Archive rental costs were more than first estimated.

4
RISK ASSESSMENT


The approval of this report may have the following implications:

· Resources – The total rental cost of the unit for the period required is £30,306. In addition to this, there is an estimated premises related cost of £32,000, leaving a grand total of £62,654. There is already an agreement for each party to pay its cost of the rental, based on the floor space used. This is split into Sound Archive 50%, Borough Council 45% and Museums Service 5%.

Whilst the Sound Archive have committed to paying its share of the rent it has concerns that, in picking up the premises related costs, it will leave them in a financially vulnerable position (please refer to enclosed accounts).

The Sound Archive has asked if the Council would consider covering the total running costs, minus rent. These are shown in item 6 of the enclosed summary sheet which shows our proportion of rent and running costs (Collections Total) along with an additional request from the Sound Archive. This would mean that we would pick up £43,720 of the total cost of £62,654 over the period of the rental.

The Borough Council previously contributed £4,840 towards the Sound Archive running costs when they occupied the Castle Buildings.

· Technical, Environmental and Legal - none
· Political – The Sound Archive has been supported by the Council through premises costs since 1982

· Reputation - none
5
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE


Note the contents of the report and consider whether to offer additional support to the Sound Archive until they relocate back to the Castle museum.

John Heap

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

Background Papers
North West Sound Archive Financial Information

For further information, please ask for Chris Hughes  Tel: 01200 414479
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