	MINUTE NUMBERS 662



Minutes of Overview and Scrutiny (Services) Committee

Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 4 December 2007 starting at 7pm

Present:

Councillor B Jones (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance:  Chief Executive, Director of Development Services, Human Resources Manager

652
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillor J B Hill.

653
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 18 October 2007 were approved as a correct record subject to the word final being changed to financial in Minute 499(b) relating to Lancashire Locals, and the word Committee changed to Committees in Minute 495, line 3.

654
MATTERS ARISING

The Chairman reported that the Street Naming Working Group had been postponed due to officer sickness but that it would be reconvened in the week commencing 21 January 2008.

655
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting.

656
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

657
WORK PLAN 

(a)
The Chairman recommended that due to the confidential nature of some of the information to be discussed this item should be deferred until the end of the meeting and taken in Part II.  

(b)
Section 106’s Monitoring and Enforcement – Councillor Gridley reported that he had had discussions with Councillor D Berryman regarding the provision of a register of Section 106 Agreements and that he was now drafting out a scoping checklist which will be circulated to other Members.  The final checklist would be circulated at the next meeting.  Councillor Berryman’s request for the provision of a register would be included in this checklist.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted. 

(c)
Castle Grounds – Councillor Alan Yearing gave a progress report on this Working Group and informed Committee that since the last meeting he had prepared a consultation document which had been sent to interested parties for their observations.  A report setting out details of their replies would be submitted to the next meeting. 

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted. 

(d)
Flood risk issues – Councillor Sayers reported that the Environment Agency would be sending representatives to the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Services Committee meeting on 19 February 2008.  The Working Group would be preparing a questionnaire, which they would send to the Environment Agency so that their presentation could be structured to satisfy Committee’s requirements.  He also informed Members that the new model/map of flood risk areas which had been created by the Environment Agency was still not available.  


Councillor Sayers pointed out to Committee that other groups/interested parties were also discussing flooding.  The Lancashire County Council’s Sustainable Development Overview and Scrutiny Committee were involved as was the Ribble Valley Strategic Partnership Environmental Group which was organised by the Local Strategic Partnership Officer, pointing out how important it was that all the interested parties should be able to work together to formulate the final report. 

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

(e)
Lancashire Locals – Councillor Hind informed Members that there had been two further meetings of the working group.  He informed Members that a final report would now be formulated and this would be submitted to the next meetings of both Overview and Scrutiny Committees.

658
WORKPLAN 2008/2009

The Chairman asked Members to consider any items, which they might wish the Overview and Scrutiny Committee to consider and to bring them to the next meeting when the Workplan for 2008/2009 would be formulated.  

659
EQUALITIES AND DIVERSITIES

The Personnel Manager submitted a report updating Members on progress regarding the Council’s Equalities agenda.  Following an explanation of the background to this item Members were informed that Personnel Committee had recommended the adoption of a Comprehensive Equality Policy at its meeting on 14 November.  That policy would now be presented at the next Full Council for approval as a Council Policy Document.  A copy of the Comprehensive Equality Policy was submitted to Committee.

RESOLVED:
That the report be approved.

660
TRAINING

(a)
The Chairman reminded Members that a Overview and Scrutiny training session would be held on Wednesday, 5 December 2007 commencing at 5.30pm.  The training would be presented by Steve Leach, a representative from the North West Employers Organisation.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

(b)
Lancashire Scrutiny Partners Forum – The Chairman reported that she had attended the Lancashire Scrutiny Partners Forum on 23 November at Rossendale Borough Council.  She informed Committee that one of the items discussed at the meeting had been a community engagement toolkit which had been prepared by Rossendale Borough Council.  It was suggested that Ribble Valley Borough Council should prepare a similar document.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

661
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
That by virtue of the fact that the following items of business being exempt information under Categories 1 and 7 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 the press and public be now excluded from the meeting.

662
WORKPLAN – STRATEGIC HOUSING SERVICES POST TRANSFER

Councillor Sutcliffe submitted a report setting out details of the final observations of the working group which had been asked to look into the delivery of strategic housing functions post transfer of our housing stock.  A report which had been considered by Housing Committee on 3 December 2007 from the Chief Executive was also submitted.  The final recommendations of the working group were that the homelessness function should remain with the Borough Council but that housing allocations would be better handled by the Ribble Valley Homes.  There was also an obvious role for Overview and Scrutiny Services to monitor the proposed service level agreements and ultimately the performance of the Ribble Valley Homes.  

Finally, there were concerns relating to unresolved issues within the proposed staffing structure and as to whether further support staff would be needed in this area.

RESOLVED:
That the decision of the Housing Committee be endorsed and Councillor Sutcliffe’s report be noted.


The meeting closed at 8.10pm.  The Committee then had a general discussion regarding items for inclusion in the 2008/2009 Workplan.  Details of these were noted and they would be discussed further at the next meeting.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact John Baldwin.
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