	MINUTE NUMBERS 113 



Minutes of Parish Councils’ Liaison Committee

Meeting Date:

Thursday, 9 June 2005 starting at 7.15pm

Councillors:


Parish Representatives

P Young


Balderstone

J Cradock


Bolton-by-Bowland, Gisburn Forest and Sawley

B H Dowles


Bolton-by-Bowland, Gisburn Forest and Sawley

M Birch


Chatburn

B Redhead


Clayton-le-Dale

R Hargreaves


Clitheroe 

A Yearing


Clitheroe

F Robinson


Grindleton

D Hicks


Longridge

F Priest


Longridge

S Sturrock


Read

C Law 



Read

A Howarth


Sabden

K Lovack


Salesbury

P Boyes


Salesbury

J B Hill



Simonstone

I R Hirst


Simonstone

J Moorhouse


Simonstone

R K Jackson


Waddington

J Brown


Whalley

J Robinson


Wilpshire

C Everett
Lancashire County Council – District Partnership Officer

In attendance:  Chief Executive, Director of Development Services, Street Scene Manager, Community Development Manager.

104
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN

RESOLVED:
That Councillor Marjorie Birch, Chatburn Parish Council be elected as Chairman of this Committee for the municipal year 2005/06.  

105
APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN

RESOLVED:
That Councillor Mary Robinson be elected as Vice Chairman of this Committee for the municipal year 2005/06.

106
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Borough Councillors D Bailey and J McGowan and from the following Parish Representatives:

G B Barnes and C Wood 
–
Bashall Eaves and Great Mitton

R Scozen 


– 
Clayton-le-Dale 

S Hartley 


– 
Hothersall

A Dales


–
Mellor 

Irene Chenery


–
Pendleton

A Mashiter


–
Read

P Boardman


–
Ramsgreave

J Lawson


–
Slaidburn

E Ronnan


–
Whalley

107
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 24 March 2005  were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

108
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

There were no declarations of interests.

109
MATTERS ARISING

(a)
Minute No. 805 (a) – Closure of BT phone boxes

The clerk to Simonstone Parish Council reported that OFCOM had extended the consultation period for the closure of BT phone boxes but had only publicised this via their website.  He asked that a letter of condemnation be sent to OFCOM for the way in which this matter had been deal with.  The Chief Executive promised to ensure that a letter be sent voicing this Committee’s concerns.

(b)
Minute No. 907 – Freedom of Information Act 


Some concern was expressed about the fees which Parish Councils were able to charge in relation to photocopying information in relation to this matter.  The Chief Executive commented that the legislation was quite specific on what Parish Councils could and could not charge for. 

RESOLVED:
That the Policy Development Officer write to the office of the Deputy Prime Minister and Nigel Evans MP pointing out the problem caused by this legislation and the burden imposed on Parish Councils. 

110
RIBBLE VALLEY ON THE ROAD

The Chairman welcomed Sir Bill Taylor, the District Team Manager of Ribble Valley Youth and Community Service.  Sir Bill gave a brief talk on the operation of the Ribble Valley ‘On the Road Bus’ which offered advice on a wide variety of topics including health, careers, substances and lifestyles for young people.  This facility had been funded by a variety of agencies, including Youth and Community, the Ribble Valley Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership, Connections and the Sexual Health Team.

It visited towns and villages and schools on a regular basis and was also capable of being used as a targeted youth project facility.  Members were then invited to look at the bus during a ten minute recess.  

After the break Members asked a number of questions about the location where the bus visited, how the bus was marketed, what types of information were available and whether the information bus timetable could be made available to Parish Councils.

RESOLVED:
That Sir Bill be thanked for the information he had provided about this facility.

111
MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD BY PARISH COUNCILS

(a)
Car Parking Charges at Edisford Car Park – Clitheroe Town Council


Councillor Ruth Hargreaves from Clitheroe Town Council raised the question of the recent decision taken by Ribble Valley Borough Council to remove the car park refund given to users of Roefield and Ribblesdale Pool on the Edisford car park.  This meant that users were being charged 70p to park their car and then use leisure facilities and she questioned the rationale of this decision as she felt it would have a negative impact on the number of people using the specified leisure facilities in that area.  The Street Scene Manager reported that a petition had been received at Community Committee which had been referred to the Car Park Working Group who had, in turn, passed this on to the Planning and Development Committee for discussion on 14 June 2005.


He reported that there were two recommendations being made by the Car Park Working Group which were as follows:

(i)
that as soon as practicable a new tariff of 10p for up to 30 minutes be introduced to make provision for those persons using the car park for short periods, including those dropping off or collecting children using the recreation facilities, including the leisure centre and the pool;  and

(ii)
that the circumstances that it is said to have arisen following the removal of the refund system be reviewed in 12 months time, with an interim assessment after 6 months after taking into consideration detailed information on attendances, income etc from Roefield Leisure Centre and Ribblesdale Pool.

A number of Parish Councils representatives also voiced their concern over this matter.

RESOLVED:
That the Director of Development Services report the concerns of this Committee to Planning and Development Committee in that they consider that the refund system at Edisford car park should be reinstated.  

(b)
Maintenance of playing fields by Parish Councils – Billington and Langho

Councillor Sowter asked that a report be prepared for a future meeting on the charge being made by the Borough Council for playing field maintenance.  He felt that this was now an onerous imposition on a number of Parish Councils.  The Street Scene Manager gave his comments on the background to the charges.  

RESOLVED:
That the Street Scene Manager prepare a report to a future meeting of this Committee on the charges levied by Ribble Valley Borough Council for the maintenance of playing fields.  

112
PLAY SCHEMES IN PARISHES

The Community Development Manager referred to his report which reviewed the current play scheme provision in villages and sought Members comments on a way forward for the future.  He commented that over recent years the Council, along with the County Council’s Youth and Community Service had provided summer play schemes in a variety of village locations.  These had met with various degrees of success from attendances in the 30s to no attendance at all.  The degree of local support also varied greatly from joint provision to the Council merely acting as the hirer of a village hall.

Last year both parties had taken stock on play scheme provision, particularly the County Council who have had to readdress their priorities due to a reduction in core funding.  He was therefore looking to work much more closely with the villages themselves to make best use of limited resources.  He sought Members’ views on this matter.

RESOLVED:
That 

1.
Committee note the contents of the report;  and

2.
Parish Councils be urged to contact the Community Development Manager with any views they might have on the provision of summer play schemes.

113
HIGH HEDGES

The Director of Development Services reported on the commencement date of the High Hedges Legislation and the charge for administering, processing and implementing that legislation.

He gave details of the type of hedges which would be affected and the process for dealing with complaints.

He explained the reasons behind the Council’s decision to charge £500 for the complaint process and detailed the amount of work which this would entail.

Parish Representatives asked a number of questions including Government funding, mediation service, free advice and whether the costs should not fall on the “guilty” party.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.


The meeting closed at 9pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Stewart Bailey (414491).
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