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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To provide information to Committee in relation to imposing an age limit on licensed vehicles.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:


· Council Ambition
 
)   

· Community Objectives
 )    

· Corporate Priorities      
 )   

· Other Considerations 
 )   

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
At the Committee meeting on the 29 November 2007, information was provided in relation to a possible policy of recommending age limits for licensed vehicles.

2.2
Committee asked that further consideration be given to a policy of age limits on vehicles.  Following that meeting the Council’s Legal Services Manager wrote to licence holders to inform them that this matter was being considered by Committee. 

2.3
Representations have been made in relation to the issue of age of vehicles and these are attached as Appendix 1. 

2.4
In addition two hackney carriage vehicle proprietors attended at the office in person to express their support for the imposition of age limits on vehicles. They supported the imposition of age limits on vehicles for two reasons, firstly to improve public safety and secondly to improve the quality of vehicles and applicants and therefore the standing of the service.

2.5
The position in relation to age limits on vehicles in adjacent areas is as follows:

· Preston – no age limits on private hire or hackney vehicles.

· Burnley – no age limits on private hire or hackney vehicles.

· Blackburn – private hire vehicles are licensed for 12 months up to 3 years of age.  Thereafter, the Council run testing centre decides if the testing should be at 4, 6 or 12 month intervals depending on the condition of the car.  Vehicles will not be licensed after the anniversary of 10 years from registration.  No age limit imposed in relation to hackney vehicles.

· Pendle – No age limits on private hire or hackney vehicles.

· Hyndburn – private hire vehicles must be under 5 years old when first licensed (purpose built hackneys must be under 7 years old).  Between 7 years and 8 years an ordinary hackney vehicle will require testing every 4 months and no vehicle over 8 years old will be licensed apart from purpose built hackneys where the vehicles can remain on the road until 12 years old, providing tested every 4 months.

· Ribble Valley – current position is that there is no age limit on vehicles, however the frequency of testing varies with the age of the vehicle and is as follows:

	Vehicles 0.3 years old 
	-
	Yearly
	

	Vehicles 3.7 years old
	-
	every 6 months

	Vehicles Over 7 years old
	-
	every 4 months



When comparing arrangements with other areas, it is also important to consider other constraints which affect the types of drivers/vehicles, eg extra drivers tests etc.  Further, the policy would be subject to appeal on refusal (to the Magistrates’ Court) and therefore should include, in addition, the right to request a hearing before the sub-Committee. 

2.6
The Council currently licenses 52 hackney carriage vehicles.  The age profile of those vehicles is as follows:

· N Reg 
-

1 

· P Reg
-
2

· R Reg
-
1

· S Reg
-
5

· T Reg
-


6

· V Reg
-
4

· W Reg
-
2

· X Reg
-
4

· Y Reg
-
4

· 01
-
2

· 02
-
8

· 03
-
3

· 04
-
4

· 06
-
4

· 07
-
2

(excludes personalised plates).

2.7
The Council also licenses private hire vehicles.  There are currently 116 private hire vehicles and the age profile of those vehicles is:

· N Reg 
-

6 

· P Reg
-
7

· R Reg
-
10

· S Reg
-
3

· T Reg
-


7

· V Reg
-
2

· W Reg
-
8

· X Reg
-
8

· Y Reg
-
6

· 01
-
3

· 02
-
7

· 03
-
11

· 04
-
7

· 05
-
22

· 06
-
7

· 07
-
5

3
ISSUES

3.1
Council has to balance the objective of ensuing that vehicles are of a satisfactory standard, against the cost to licence holders, the effect on their livelihood, and also any environmental consequences.

3.2
The age of a vehicle is not necessarily an indication of its condition, and there are other factors which could be considered such as mileage or type of vehicle.  At present the Council relies on the testing centre to filter out any vehicles which are not fit to be licensed, the testing centre also takes steps to ensure that the vehicle appearance is satisfactory.  However in some cases older vehicles can appear worn or shabby, and this can discourage use.

3.3
To place a restriction on the age of the vehicles would have an effect on those whose livelihood is gained from taxi/private hire work.  However, older vehicles will not have the latest safety devices and could prove less reliable/more costly overall if they are regularly repaired.  There may also be advantages in using newer vehicles in terms of fuel efficiency and emissions.

3.4
If Committee decided to instruct that only vehicles of a certain age can be licensed it will be necessary to decide when to introduce this for new vehicles and for current licence holders who may have invested in a vehicle prior to the change in policy (if any). 

4
RISK ASSESSMENT

4.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications:
· Resources - 
)

· Technical, Environmental and Legal   ) 
· Political                                               )

· Reputation                                          ) 

5.
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE
5.1
Determine whether or not to impose a restriction on the age of vehicles to be licensed.

5.2
Determine the maximum age limit suggested - 8 or 10 years. 

5.3
Instruct the Legal Services Manager to implement the changes with effect from 1 April 2008 in relation to new vehicles to be licensed.

5.4
To allow a period of a further two years for vehicles which are currently licensed and/or over the proposed threshold ie two further renewals provided vehicles are licensed continuously and fully tested.
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For further information please ask for 

Diane Rice, extension 4418.

DER/CMS

(14020803)

DECISION





The Council is committed to making peoples’	 lives safer and healthier.  When delivering services the Council must have regard to these objectives.  Licensed vehicles are vital in an area which has limited public transport.  The age of the vehicles used can have consequences in terms of public safety and environmental effects.





The aim of this change to policy is to improve the standard of service available to users in terms of safety and comfort.  In addition the change could support those drivers who are making a considerable investment in more modern vehicles. 
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