	MINUTE NUMBERS 558 - 560 



Minutes of Parish Councils’ Liaison Committee
Meeting Date:

Thursday, 20 November 2003 starting at 7.45pm

Present:


Councillor C Law (Chairman)

Councillors:


Parish Representatives

P Young


Balderstone

C Wood


Bashall Eaves & Great Mitton

P Nierop


Bolton-by-Bowland

A Schofield


Clayton-le-Dale

R Skeczew


Clayton-le-Dale 

R Hargreaves


Clitheroe 

M Rayner


Gisburn

S Hartley 


Hothersall

F Priest



Longridge

A Dales



Mellor

S Sturrock 


Read & Chatburn

A Mashiter


Read

B M Collis


Ribchester

D T King


Rimington & Middop

F Goss



Sabden

J Moorhouse


Simonstone

I R Hirst


Simonstone

J Faraday


Thornley-with-Wheatley

D M Midgeley


Waddington

P Chadwick


Wilpshire

J Robinson


Wilpshire



R Pickup


LCC Parish Champion



J Styan



LCC Partnership Officer

Lorna Stafford


LCC Partnership Officer

Councillor K Butler

RVBC

In attendance: Chief Executive, Chief Planning Officer and Policy Development Officer.

548
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Borough Councillors J McGowan, D Taylor and C Warkman and from the following Parish Representatives:

D Harrison


Aighton Bailey & Chaigley

B H Dowles


Bolton-by-Bowland

D Threlfall


Billington & Langho

M Birch


Chatburn

F Robinson


Grindleton

D Hicks


Longridge

P Boardman


Ramsgreave

K Hooper


Rimington & Middop

T Makinson


West Bradford

R K Jackson


Waddington

E Ronnan


Whalley

J Brown


Whalley

549
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 25 September 2003 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

550
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

There were no declarations of interests.

551
MATTERS ARISING

(a)
Minute 418 – Speeding Limit Criteria

Councillor Ranson stated that he had been in correspondence with Lancashire County Council trying to get some action on vehicles speeding in villages.  He commented that he had recently attended a seminar organised by the Council for the Protection of Rural England entitled “Quiet Lanes and Vehicle Speeds” which had been attended by Borough and Parish Councillors, Lancashire County Council officers and the Police.  An initiative had been discussed entitled “Community Speed Watch”.  He recognised that many villages currently had no speed limits and, therefore, enforcement was difficult.

A letter was circulated to Members from Inspector Bob Ford highlighting an initiative which the police were currently undertaking, whereby the driver of the mobile police station would carry out speed checks in the various villages which he visited.  This would be supplemented by other checks and the data would be made available to both Parish Councils and the Lancashire County Council.  Enforcement action, if appropriate, would then be taken by the local police and the road policing unit.  

Enforcement would also be carried out in Clitheroe, Longridge and Whalley particularly at night to alleviate the problem of cars speeding through towns.  

RESOLVED:
That the Policy Development Officer invite a representative from Lancashire County Council Road Safety Unit and the Police to attend the next meeting of this Committee to discuss this matter further.

552
THE BEST KEPT VILLAGE AWARDS

The Mayor reported that he had recently attended a Best Kept Village award ceremony at Barton Grange, Preston where a number of certificates had been handed to him.  He presented a number “Highly Commended” awards to various village representatives from those awards.  The parishes who were presented included Langho (4), Sabden (2), Read (2), Chipping (6), Bashall Eaves, Ribchester, Longridge, Clitheroe and Walker Fold (1) one certificate each.

553
RIBBLE VALLEY COMMUNITY TRANSPORT

Committee received David Boden, from the Community Transport Association, and Steve Miller and Karen Brayshaw from the Ribble Valley Community Transport.  

David reminded Members that Community Transport mainly existed to fill in the gaps left by main bus companies in small villages and particularly targeted disabled people.  They were a charity.  He highlighted the fact that parishes could receive £10,000 in parish transport grants to fund services and Parish Councils could join together to increase the amount of grant available.  The only thing that was not funded by these grants were bus shelters.  

Steve Miller then gave a brief history of Ribble Valley Community Transport.  He explained who the target audience was and gave details of the destinations and type of bookings accepted.  He commented that there were currently six vehicles, some of which were 23 seaters and operated as regular bus services as well as for hire by groups.

Members then asked a number of questions in relation to the Parish Transport Grant, the types of groups who could be targeted, the subsidies available for bus services by Lancashire County Council and the need for need assessment surveys in villages.

RESOLVED:
That Committee thank David Boden, Steve Miller and Karen Brayshaw for their informative and interesting talk.

554
CONCURRENT FUNCTIONS

The Policy Development Officer referred to minute 278 of Committee dated 31 July 2003.  He indicated that the list circulated to Members was merely a snapshot of where Parish Councils were with concurrent functions.  He also commented that the list would need refining and then submitting to the working group who had been appointed to look into this matter.

Members then questioned the timing of this debate, particularly with Regional Government discussions which were currently on-going.

RESOLVED:
That the Chief Executive convene the working group set up at minute 278 to look at the question of concurrent functions and Parish Councils and report back to this Committee in due course.

555
CLOSURE AND REMOVAL OF BT TELEPHONE BOXES

The Chief Planning Officer reported that he had been contacted by British Telecom in August 2003 with a list of pay phones which they were planning to remove.  He had written back without supporting any of the closures.  

He had referred the matter to the Ribble Valley Access Group who had also urged BT to reconsider the proposed closures.

He had then received notice of a further batch of proposed closures two days after their offer to us to reconsider the position.  

He voiced his concern that the Borough Council and Parish Councils should not be seen to endorse any closure.  He added that he did not believe that everyone had access to a mobile phone and nor should it be assumed that this was the case.  Members then voiced their concerns over these proposals.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee maintain an objection to the BT phone box closure programme in Ribble Valley and advise any Parish Council consulted on a closure to do likewise.

556
RIBBLE VALLEY STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP UPDATE

The Chief Planning Officer gave an update on matters relating to the work and actions of the Ribble Valley Strategic Partnership.  His report outlined the new structure of the partnership and invited Committee to nominate three Parish or Town Council Members to serve on the board.

RESOLVED:
That Committee nominate Councillor C Law (Chairman), Councillor A Schofield – Clayton-le-Dale and Councillor J Moorhouse – Simonstone as the three representatives on the board of the Ribble Valley Strategic Partnership.

557
HIGHWAY WEED-KILLING AND CONDITION OF ROAD SURFACES

The Chief Executive referred to minutes 143(b) and (c) dated 12 June 2003 where Committee had requested that an officer from the Lancashire County Council be invited to speak to the next meeting of this Committee on these matters.  It had subsequently transpired that the appropriate person was County Councillor Jean Yates, but it had proved difficult because of existing commitments to get her to attend a future meeting.  He then read out a statement from County Councillor Yates who had held discussions with the Chair of the Ribble Valley Community Committee, Councillor R Thompson, and the Director of Commercial Services.  She had promised at that meeting to raise the issue of highway weed-killing with the County Council when it considered its budgets.

Members again expressed their concern over this issue.

RESOLVED:
That the Chief Executive write to the Lancashire County Council again expressing concern over the amount of highway weeds and the lack of treatment currently being undertaken by the Lancashire County Council.

558
MEMBER TRAINING

Councillor Sutcliffe referred to the discussion paper which had been prepared by Jan Styan, the LCC  District Partnership Officer.  He reminded Members of the need for training across all three tiers of Local Government particularly at a time of Local Government change and with the onset of the E-Government agenda.  Jan Styan added that this was not an offer which was being made elsewhere in the County.  Ribble Valley was very much a pilot scheme.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

559
MAYORAL DIARY

The Mayor reminded the meeting that if anyone wanted a photograph from the Best Kept Village Awards which he had shown earlier in the evening they should contact him at the end of the meeting.  He also took the opportunity to remind them of two forthcoming Mayoral events:


29 November 2003 – Mayors Christmas Coffee Morning – Ribble Valley Town Hall – Tickets £1.


12 December 2003 – Mayors Christmas Concert featuring the Clitheroe Grammar School Swing Band at the Centenaries Theatre, Stonyhurst – Tickets £12.

560
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of this Committee would be held on Thursday, 22 January 2004 starting at 7.15pm.



The meeting closed at 9.20pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Paul Timson (414403).
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D M Bailey


H G Douglas


M Fielding


C J Holtom


A G Pye


E M H Ranson


M Robinson


C Ross


G H Sowter


J S Sutcliffe


N C Walsh
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