	MINUTE NUMBERS 157 - 158 



Minutes of Overview and Scrutiny (Services) Committee

Meeting Date:

Thursday, 23 June 2005 starting at 7.00pm

Present:

Councillor A Knox (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance:  Director of Community Services, Housing Manager and Corporate Policy Officer.

Also in attendance: Councillor N Walsh.

152
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors J M Flitcroft, J McGowan, D T Smith and D Taylor.

153
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 5 April 2005 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

154
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting.

155
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

156
HOUSING OPTIONS APPRAISAL

The Committee considered a report which had been prepared by the Chairman and Vice Chairman regarding the Housing Options Appraisal and its possible effects on the Council.  The report was to be considered by a joint meeting of the Policy and Finance Committee and the Housing Committee on Monday, 27 June 2005 before being passed to the full council who would make the final decision as to whether the housing stock would be transferred to Housing Association or retained by the Council.

The Housing Manager reported that since the preparation of the report, the results of the recent stock condition survey had been received and these had revealed an increase in the cost of repairs over the next 30 years from £41 million to £61 million.  She pointed out that this substantially affected the report and that Penningtons, the Council’s Consultants, would not be able to update the outcome until Thursday, 30 June 2005.  Committee felt that this would, therefore, make the special joint meeting on 27 June 2005 superfluous as no decisions could be made.  It might still, however, be possible to discuss the matter at full council.  The Housing Manager reminded Members that the option appraisal had to be submitted to the Government Office North West for approval by 5 June 2005.  Members were of the opinion that this would not now be possible because of the changes which would have to be considered and it was suggested that the Government Office for the North West should be asked to extend this date until after the August Council Meeting.  The Committee felt that this would allow the Council proper time to consider the new figures and the changes that would result from them.  

RESOLVED:
That

1.
the report relating to the future of the Council’s housing stock be received; 

2.
the Housing Manager contact the Government Office for the North West to explain the situation and request an extension to the deadline for submission of the Option Appraisal until immediately after the Council meeting on 30 August;

3.
it be suggested to the Chief Executive that the special meeting of Policy and Finance and Housing Committees be cancelled; and

4.
as soon as the results of the changes are received from the Consultants they be circulated to all Members.

157
QUARTERLY PERFORMANCE INDICATORS REPORT – ANNUAL OUTTURN

The Corporate Policy Officer submitted the fourth and final report of 2004/05 that detailed the Council’s performance against the Council’s ambitions and objectives as detailed within the Corporate Plan.  Within the report highlight had been given to the priorities within the “basket of key performance indicators” and the Local Public Service Agreement.  She reminded Members that regular performance monitoring was necessary to ensure that the Council was delivering services effectively to meet the needs of the community.  

RESOLVED:
That the report of the Corporate Policy Officer be noted.

158
WORK PROGRAMME 2005/06

The Chief Executive submitted a review of the Committee’s work programme over the year 2004/05 and requested Members to submit items for inclusion in the work programme 2005/06.  The Chairman suggested that following the successful way the Housing Option Appraisal had been submitted by the Committee, they should continue to concentrate in more depth on fewer items.  The Committee agreed with this recommendation.

RESOLVED:
That the work programme for 2005/06 of the Overview and Scrutiny (Services) Committee be as follows:

(a)
The Clitheroe Castle Museum.

(b)
Leisure and Sports Facilities in the Ribble Valley.

(c)
The Provision of facilities for the elderly in the Ribble Valley.

(d)
Teenager activities in the Ribble Valley.

(e)
Car Parking Policy and Management in the Ribble Valley.

The meeting closed at 8.44pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact John Baldwin on extension 4408.
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