	



Minutes of Overview and Scrutiny (Services) Committee

Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 19 February 2008 starting at 7pm

Present:

Councillor B Jones (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Councillors S Taylor and D Berryman.

Also in attendance:  Director of Development Services and Environmental Health Manager.

838
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors M Barrett, A Gridley and A Yearing. 

839
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 4 December 2007 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

840
MATTERS ARISING

The Chairman reported that the street naming working group had now met on 8 February 2008 and work was ongoing.

841
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting.

842
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

843
FLOOD RISK ISSUES AFFECTING THE RIBBLE VALLEY

The Chairman welcomed Ian Rowlands, Christine Strong and Matthew Connor from the Environment Agency to give a presentation on flood risk issues affecting the Ribble Valley.  Mr Rowlands started the presentation by outlining what flood risk management is, which included:

· asset systems – flood defences;

· flood incident management;

· flood risk mapping – identifying areas.

He informed Committee that the area covered by themselves stretched from Carlisle to Liverpool and from the West Pennines to the North West coast.  He informed Committee that planning for flood risk happens in varying levels and decides how and where money is spent and whether works are feasible.  Flood warning measures are also carried out.  He reported that the Ribble Catchment Flood Management Plan was published and released for consultation at the present time responses required by 31 March and would be completed and issued as a document in June.  He summarised the colour coding on flood risk maps and explained that the dark blue areas, of which 885 properties in Ribble Valley would be affected, have a 1% chance of flooding and the light blue areas, of which there are 1600 properties in Ribble Valley have a 0.1% chance of flooding.  He highlighted the areas in the Ribble Valley that are currently undergoing investigations.  These included Low Moor, which study had been completed in 2006 and further promotion of warning would now go ahead;  Sawley, where the study is ongoing;  Bolton-by-Bowland where the study had been completed in 2007 and hopefully small scale works would take place in 2008;  Mearley Brook, Clitheroe where the study had been completed in 2007 and again it was hopeful that some de-culverting works, embankments and flood walls would take place here, but on a five to ten year timescale;  and Duddel Brook/Boyces Brook Ribchester where a study was still ongoing.  Mr Rowlands then went on to explain how the flood warning measures worked, but also informed Committee that a significant number of properties had not registered on the data base to receive a warning.  These measures ranged from flood watch where water was lying on low lying land and roads to ‘Flood Warning’ and then ‘Severe Flood Warning’ where there was extreme danger to life and property.  Properties had a choice of how they could be notified, ie telephone/mobile/text, fax, pager or email and the target was two hours advance warning.  He informed Committee that DEFRA currently had pilot schemes being undertaken with regard to flood resilience with grants available for properties to have tiled floors, raised electrical appliances and raised power points.  He also explained that one of their main ways of raising awareness was through local community groups and made particular reference to local initiatives with the Ribchester Response Group and the involvement of Chris Shuttleworth.  

Councillors asked several questions with regard to specific areas and ideas of how to raise awareness without affecting people’s perception of property value.

The Chairman invited Peter Jordan of Groundwork Trust to speak.  He commented that in his role with the LSP he was hopeful to coordinate partners with particular reference to raising awareness and perhaps attracting some additional funding.  

The Chairman thanked the Environment Agency for attending the meeting.  

Councillor Ian Sayers would now prepare a follow up report that would be presented to the April meeting.  

844
CASTLE GROUNDS

Councillor Alan Yearing had submitted an interim report which included a letter that had been sent out to various bodies and a précis of responses/suggestions received.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

845
SECTION 106 MONITORING AND ENFORCEMENT


Councillor Alan Gridley submitted a scoping checklist with regard to this topic.

RESOLVED:
That the checklist be amended as outlined; with a final report back date of April 2009.  Rachael Stott, John Macholc and Diane Rice are added to the contact officers list.

846
LANCASHIRE LOCALS

Councillor Ken Hind submitted a report of the work that the working group had carried out with regard to Lancashire Locals.  The Chairman suggested that as this report had only been tabled on the evening it be considered at the next meeting in April.

847
IDENTIFICATION OF KEY CRITERIA TO GUIDE THE SELECTION OF TOPICS FOR SCRUTINY BY COMMITTEE

The Director of Development Services submitted a report outlining a series of criteria that could be used to guide the selection of topics to form part of each year’s work programme.  It was suggested that a maximum of three areas of work be identified for each financial year and that they should relate clearly to a priority area of the Council’s work.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee adopt the criteria as listed in the report to determine their subsequent programmes of work.

848
2008/09 WORK PLAN

The Chairman reported that there would be reports on the next meeting in April with regard to performance indicators and a review of complaints and that the work topic relating to Section 106 Agreements would be carried over into the new financial year.  Committee then discussed various proposals for new topics to  be considered and suggested:

· Parkwise/parking charges;

· trees;

· planning/licensing interface;

· adequacy of Member training.

These would be considered by the Chairman and Vice Chairman of Committee in consultation with the Director of Development Services and a recommendation made to the next meeting in April.

849
TRAINING 

The Chairman circulated a DVD entitled “What Has Scrutiny Ever Done For Us?” for Member to watch and pass on.  She also highlighted the Modern Councillor On-Line Courses that were now available for Members.  

850
ANNUAL REPORT

The Chairman reported that the annual report was due to be prepared to be submitted to Full Council at the end of the financial year.  A draft of this would be submitted to the April meeting.  

The meeting closed at 9.08pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Olwen Heap on extension 4408
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