	



Minutes of Overview and Scrutiny (Resources) Committee

Meeting Date:

Thursday, 21 February 2008 starting at 7.00pm.

Present:

Councillor J S Taylor (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Director of Resources, Corporate Services Manager and Corporate Policy Officer

851
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors S Farnsworth, S Hore, D Smith and S Sutcliffe.

852
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 6 December 2007 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

853
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting.

854
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

855
RIBBLE VALLEY STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP

The Chairman invited Richard Jackson of Clitheroe’s Future to give an update.  Mr Jackson reported that the decision of the North West Development Agency to refuse funding towards the St Mary’s Centre had come as a major disappointment and they had also stipulated that all other monies must be spent by 31 March 2008.  This meant that the money allocated to Roefield would also be lost because the contract had not yet been let and this had been construed as not committed.  However, following meetings with the North West Development Agency that the Borough Council had got involved with, hopefully there would be a compromise in that the monies could be allocated to the Castle Scheme in this financial year and the monies that Ribble Valley Borough Council had allocated to the Castle could be allocated to the other schemes.  Mr Jackson also gave an update on other smaller projects.

The Chairman welcomed a representative from the Whalley Action Group who reported that they were still pushing the Lancashire County Council to answer questions with regard to traffic and parking issues in Whalley.

He also informed Committee that a future project was that of improvement to the sports facilities on the QEII playing fields which incorporated three sports clubs.  A initial meeting had been arranged with representatives from the sports club and the Whalley Action Group.

David Ingham the Partnership Officer submitted a report on the current status of the Ribble Valley Strategic Partnership which informed Committee of their make up and the seven thematic partnerships that they were overseeing.  He reminded Committee that the full Council had ratified the Sustainable Community Strategy on 18 December and a method of performance management had now been set up to monitor progress against the objectives outlined in the strategy.  His report also included an example of the minutes from the Economy Theme Group as an illustration showing the clear link back to the Sustainable Community Strategy.  He informed Committee that in December the Board had selected twelve projects that had been approved for grants and that he would report back in six months time with evaluations of their progress.

RESOLVED:
That the Street Scene Manager be:

1.
asked to help with the parking issues in Whalley with the use of our parking attendants; and

2.
requested to prepare a report which includes the powers of and the percentage of where, our parking attendants spend their time.  

856
RISK MANAGEMENT UPDATE

The Director of Resources submitted a report informing Committee of the programme with regards to risk management since the last report in June 2007.  He informed Committee that the risk management approach of the Council was designed to form an integral part of the performance management and that each risk was assessed on a traffic light system.  He informed Committee that training sessions for both Members and risk owners were to be held during April 2008 to which all were invited.  He also informed Committee that an upgrade to the current GRACE system had been carried out in January 2008 which would allow not only risk owners and directors to access by Members as well.  Another system that had recently been updated was the emergency planning system.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted. 

857
QUARTERLY PERFORMANCE INDICATORS REPORT QUARTER 3

The Corporate Policy Officer submitted a report that detailed our performance against national and local performance indicators and the Council’s ambitions and objectives as detailed within the Corporate Performance and Improvement Plan for 2007/2010.  She reminded Committee that some indicators were now categorised as data only and some were only collected annually and had therefore not been reported.  She highlighted the various indicators in the report, in particular those marked red, and gave explanations for these.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
ask for further information with regard to the length of stays in hostel accommodation for the homeless;  and

2.
continue to keep monitoring the performance indicators. 

858
INDICES OF MULTIPLE DEPRIVATION (IMD) 2007

The Corporate Policy Officer submitted a report informing Committee of the Indices of Multiple Deprivation 2007.  These were made up following seven domains, which could be broken down to lower super output areas.  She informed Committee that this information was also available ward by ward if required.  She highlighted that Ribble Valley ranks as being relatively less deprived and that we have had an increase in relative deprivation since the last rank of average score in 2004.  This did, however, mean that one consequence of the area’s improvement in the district rankings of deprivation is that the Council does not qualify for a share of the new working neighbour’s fund.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.  

859
FEEDBACK FROM PERFORMANCE CLINIC ON BVI99

The Corporate Policy Officer submitted a report informing Committee of the outcome of the Performance Clinic looking at BV199.  It was felt this BV was worth looking at as it had fallen into a worst quartile.  The Performance Clinic had taken place in December 2007 and performance in comparison to others had been made.  It was felt that with regard to this performance indicator the cleanliness of the area was excellent and commended the work that staff carried out.  Various reasons were given as to why this indicator may have fallen and some proposed actions were suggested.  These included:

· making comments to the Audit Commission has to how indicators were currently measured and the level of subjectivity involved;

· a press campaign to raise awareness of the problems of fly posting and general cleanliness issues in the area;

· leaflet inserts to NNDR payers, especially those on industrial estates, stating that fly posting will not be tolerated;  and

· a request for an additional £10K in the annual budget to allow for two weed spraying applications rather than one.

RESOLVED:
That Committee agree to the proposed actions.

860
LANCASHIRE LOCALS – FINAL REPORT

The final report of the Working Group addressing the Lancashire Locals was circulated for Committee’s information.  It was felt that this item should be deferred until the meeting in April so that Councillors could consider the report properly.

The meeting closed at 8.07pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Olwen Heap, extension 4408.
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