

RIBBLE VALLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL

REPORT TO COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 
                                                                                                                                                                           Agenda Item No.   

meeting date:




11 MARCH 2008
title:


REVIEW OF FEES AND CHARGES (ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH)

submitted by:

DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
principal author:
JAMES RUSSELL

1
PURPOSE

1.1
To consider the revision of identified fees and charges to achieve consistency and better reflect the recovery of related administrative costs.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities

· Council Ambitions – to help make peoples lives safer and healthier.

· Community Objectives – to promote and support health, environmental, economic and social well being of people who live, work and visit the Ribble Valley.

· Corporate Priorities – to provide quality services efficiently and effectively.

· Other Considerations – the consideration of fees with those of neighbouring authorities to provide a suitable benchmark for consistency of charging.

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
At the last meeting of Community Committee, Committee considered the proposed fees and charges for the next financial year and for implementation during the next financial year.

2.2
Committee asked that a review be undertaken of the current regime of fees and charges and ask that reports be provided to this meeting for consideration.

2.3
I would remind Committee that they must remain mindful of the principle established by case law that fees charged must be set at a level that cover the Council's reasonable cost of enforcing and administering the relevant systems and licensing income should not be used to raise revenue for the Council generally.  This principle was set out in the case R v Manchester City Council ex parte King.

3
ISSUES

3.1
As requested, a review has been undertaken of the current fees and charges, which has identified a number of anomalies and areas for consideration.  

3.2
Sections of the environmental health related fees and charges have been reviewed over the past few years.  In particular, animal welfare licensing and pest control were reviewed and adjusted as part of the best value review process.  In addition, the Clitheroe market trader fees were significantly reviewed in 1998 and have been monitored regularly since then to ensure their competitiveness and ability to retain sufficient trader base.  

3.3
The review process has identified the following areas for consideration.


Street trader consents: the current system was introduced under the provisions of Part III, Section 3 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982.  The then Public Works and Health Committee considered a report on 9 February 1993 and adopted the provisions for the regulation of street traders to be introduced from 1 May 1993. It was decided to operate a multi tier system of Class (I )– (V) dependent upon items being sold.  Currently, fees range from £118.50 to £366 per annum.  A summary of the different classes is attached as an appendix to this report.  For a Class I trader, this equates to a charge of only  £1 per day.

3.4
Enquiries made with neighbouring authorities has indicated that we appear to be the only authority applying this relatively complex and multiple class system and we also appear to be substantially below the current fee levels applied by neighbouring authorities.

3.5
Enquiries made with neighbouring authorities has confirmed the following:

	Burnley
	£576.80
	per annum

	Blackburn
	£946.00
	per annum

	Fylde
	£418.00
	per annum


	Wyre
	£540.00
	per annum

	Rossendale
	N/A

	

	
Hyndburn
	£580.00
	per annum


3.6
It is therefore proposed that we dispense with the Class I – III and apply an annual fee of £550 in future, or £ 290 per 6 months.  We currently have 8 permanent traders to whom this will apply.  

3.7
In addition, to reflect the above increase, it is proposed to apply a one day consent level of £75 for Class V  

3.8
With regard to Clitheroe Cemetery, our current fees have been compared with recently published CIPFA statistics and it is therefore proposed to apply the following:

	Exclusive Burial Rights
	2007/2008
	Originally Proposed 

(January 2008)
	Currently Proposed 2008/2009

	Grave plot 
	£280
	£287
	£300

	Internments 

· 
3 depth

· 
2 depth

· 
1 depth
	£240

£210

£180
	£246

£215

£185
	£260

£230

£200


4
RISK ASSESSMENT

4.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications

· Resources – the decision to amend the scale of fees and charges as suggested will restore greater parity with charging levels imposed by neighbouring authorities and better reflect the administrative cost with the associated administration and enforcement.

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – there are believed to be no direct implications. 
· Political – the Council is applying best practice in relation to reviewing and ensuring parity with other local authorities.

· Reputation – the above enhances the reputation of this Council who will be seen as acting responsibly in setting reasonable fees and charges. 
5
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE

5.1
Approve the simplification and combination of Classes I, II and III into a single category in relation to street trader consent.

5.2
Approve the increase in annual fee from the proposed fee of £375.25 to a standard fee of £550, with a half year option of £290.

5.3
Approve the increase of Class V (single day events) to £75.

5.4
Approve the increases in relation to Clitheroe cemetery as set out in paragraph 3.8.

DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

For further information please ask for James Russell

, extension 4466. 
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