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1. PURPOSE

1.1. To inform committee of progress on various aspects of sports development and indoor leisure provision.


1.2. Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:


· Council Ambitions – many of the initiatives reported here are intended to make services more accessible to disadvantaged groups and to protect and enhance the existing environmental quality of our area. 

· Community Objectives – the issues covered in this report offer cultural opportunities, promote the development of sustainable tourism and help improve the environment of the area. 

· Corporate Priorities – partnership working is central to many of these projects, which are intended to improve the well-being of people in the Ribble Valley. 

· Other Considerations – none identified.

2 RIBBLESDALE POOL

2.1
After a closure of two months, the Pool is about to commence refilling and heating, in preparation for the scheduled re-opening on 10 March.  This is a week later than originally anticipated, and is mainly due to the restrictions to the practicalities of filling the two pools with water.  Most staff are returning to site during the week prior to opening, but the reception continues to be manned at Roefield Leisure Centre until the re-decoration of the entrance area is completed.

2.2
There is a mosaic now tiled into the floor of the Main Pool, which will be a feature of interest when the pool re-opens, and a full launch of what is believed to be the first underwater mosaic of this kind at a municipal pool in Lancashire, is arranged for 27 March.

2.3
In addition to replacing the boiler and fitting new windows throughout the pool hall building, there are additional emergency fire doors, which will increase the capacity for accommodating special events, such as swimming club galas.

2.4
The Pool complex will benefit from a project which aims to develop a marketing/publicity campaign which attracts increased participation from a targeted area around Clitheroe.  The project will involve a partnership between Lancashire Sport, Ribblesdale Pool, and Sport Development staff, and the Ribble Valley Communications team in utilising market segmentation data which has recently been produced by Sport England.  This is a pilot project, and £10,000 has been allocated for expenditure over 2008/09.

3
SPORTS RELIEF 2008

3.1
RVBC Sports Development are taking part in the Sport Relief 2008 campaign by holding their own ‘Sport Relief Mile’ on Sunday 16th March on the Clitheroe Castle field. There are over 200 Sport Relief Mile events across the country in a bid to raise money for special causes and this year participants are being challenged to either run 1 mile, 3 miles or 6 miles!!. There are two runs; 11am and 12.30pm and entry to either of these two runs is via the Sport Relief website – www.sportrelief.com/clitheroe-castlefield-mile
4
GIRLS FOOTBALL FESTIVAL

4.1
RVBC, in conjunction with Lancashire Football Association and Longridge High School, ran a festival during half term for girls aged between 8-13 years old. The festival was a culmination of free coaching at both Chipping and Longridge over the past few months and the initiative aimed to encourage more girls to play and participate in football. Over 25 girls attended the day which consisted of a skills session (taken by a FA Skills Coach) and a small 5-a-side competition which was organised by 10 Junior Football Organisers from Longridge High School.

5
HIGH 5 NETBALL COMPETITION DAYS

5.1
In partnership with Ribble Valley Netball Club we are holding High 5 Netball competition days for girls and boys interested in taking part in the short form of Netball. These are being held on Saturday mornings until March 15th and are open to girls and boys in school years 5 & 6 – all entrants will be given the opportunity to qualify for the Ribble Valley Netball squad for the Lancashire Youth Games.

6
RIBBLE VALLEY FOOD TRAIL

6.1
Work on the Ribble Valley Food Trail continues, in order for Ribble Valley district to offer a quality product for the Taste Lancashire 08 marketing campaign, led by Lancashire and Blackpool Tourist Board. Taste Lancashire 08 is a year of events, activities and promotions co-ordinated by the Lancashire and Blackpool Tourist Board aimed at promoting Lancashire producers, farmers’ markets, up-and-coming chefs and fine foods.

6.2
This trail aims to provide visitors and locals alike with information on the best ‘foodie’ places in the district and with the overall aim to support the local economy. It will take visitors on a journey around the district which can be taken by car, and encouraging the use of public transport. Also walking and cycling will be encouraged.

6.3
The project has received £5,000 grant funding from the Lancashire Rural Tourism Initiative (a project funded by the Lancashire Rural Recovery Action Plan, supported by the North West Development Agency), and £5,000 from Lancashire and Blackpool Tourist Board following a successful grant application process.

6.4
The leaflet will be available shortly and will be followed by the launch of a dedicated food trail website which will accompany the main leaflet trail. There will be an official launch of the project and information on this will be circulated.

6.5
The Ribble Valley Food Trail features an array of wonderful foods – meat from traditional Lancashire breeds, organic milk and cheese, yoghurt and ice cream, handmade chocolate, pies and pastries, and a feast of fruit and vegetables – from 36 retail and hospitality outlets, including butchers, bakers, brewers, fishmongers, teashops, traditional inns and restaurants, on a glossy fold out map and dedicated web site.

6.6
The map is being distributed to tourism outlets across the country and the trail has already caught the attention of the national press, including Radio 4’s Food Programme and the Daily Telegraph.

Further information on the Ribble Valley Food Trail is available from Rebecca Kay on 01200 414496

7
CRIME AND DISORDER REDUCTION PARTNERSHIP

7.1
Ribble Valley continues to be the safest district in the North West of England, having achieved sustained reductions in all crime over the past year of 22.5%.

7.2
Funding continues to be a major concern but we will hopefully have a budget to be able to work with.

7.3
We are currently working on the production of our Partnership Plan which will run for three years from 2008 – 2011.  Our key issues will be:

· Fear of crime

· Alcohol harm reduction

· Criminal damage and anti-social behaviour

· Acquisitive crime

· Domestic violence

· Road safety, especially speeding

8.
CONCLUSION

8.1
Committee note the contents of the report

JOHN HEAP

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

For further information please contact Colin Winterbottom 01200 414588
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