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1.
PURPOSE

1.1
To tell members of this Committee what the outcome was of the discussions that were held on Monday 25th February 2008 between the Chairman of this Committee Councillor Robert Thompson, Director of Community Services John Heap and Street Scene Manager Graham Jagger with the lessee of the café Mr Andrew Purdy.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s Ambitions & Priorities:

· Council Ambitions: -

· none

· Community Strategy (Priority Themes): -

· culture, heritage and tourism

· Corporate Priorities: -

· none

· Other considerations: -

· a lease exists for the operation of the café until 25th March 2009

2.
BACKGROUND

2.1
The existing premises and business were leased for a period of 10 years until 25th March 2009.  The lease set out a number of terms and conditions under which the lessee was required to operate and develop the facility.

3.
ISSUES

3.1
At the last meeting of this Committee members considered a report on the issues that had arisen over the years regarding the lease of the premises and as a result resolved to delegate to the Director of Community Services, in consultation with the Chairman of Community Committee the authority to negotiate a suitable resolution with the present lessee regarding the problems experienced with a view to securing a satisfactory termination of the lease whilst attempting to ensure that the café opened for business during the summer of 2008.

3.2
As regards the above a meeting was held with the lessee on Monday 25th February 2008 and a satisfactory outcome was reached which met the needs of both the Council and the lessee.  The café will be open from Easter through to the end of September 2008 following which the lessee has agreed to relinquish the lease.  Prior to opening some repair work will be done to the building to improve its general appearance.  The pitch and putt course will be open as required subject to weather conditions.

4.
RISK ASSESSMENT

4.1
Resources

· The lessee will pay the annual rental as per the terms of the lease.


Technical, Environmental & Legal

· The lessee has agreed to relinquish the lease and a Deed of Release will be signed by the lessee in due course.


Political

· There are no known political issues arising from this report.


Reputation

· Notwithstanding that the Council has been unable to secure the rebuilding or refurbishment of this facility through the terms of the lease, the café has nevertheless been open for business throughout the 10 year period the lease was for including this coming summer.

5.
CONCLUSION

5.1
The discussions between the Director of Community Services, the Chairman of this Committee and the lessee resulted in a satisfactory arrangement being agreed in respect of both the opening of the café this summer and the surrender of the lease thereafter.  A report on options for the future of providing catering facilities at Edisford Riverbank and other associated issues will be presented to a future meeting of this committee.

JOHN C HEAP

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

Background Papers - None 

For further information please contact Graham Jagger on 01200 414523.
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