
RIBBLE VALLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL

REPORT TO PARISH COUNCIL LIAISON COMMITTEE











Agenda Item No.  

meeting date:
THURSDAY 3RD APRIL 2008

title: 

NAMING OF STREETS IN RIBBLE VALLEY – CONSULTATION EXERCISE

submitted by:
JOHN C HEAP - DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

principal author: 
GRAHAM M JAGGER – STREET SCENE MANAGER

1.
PURPOSE

1.1
To provide more background information regarding the request by the Street Naming Working Group for Town and Parish Councils help in the naming of new and existing roads, streets or lanes in Ribble Valley and

1.2
To remind Town and Parish Councils of the need to respond to the request as soon as is practicable.

2.
BACKGROUND

2.1
The Council’s Street Naming Working Group comprising the Leader of the Council Councillor Ranson and Councillors Eccleston, Sayers, Rimmer and Jones have asked that all Town and Parish Councils and Parish Meetings be contacted and their help sought to generate a list of names that can be applied to roads, streets or lanes where it is found that any are currently unnamed within their respective areas.

2.2
The purpose of this is to help the Council in doing the work as part of the development of our part of the National Land and Property Gazetteer.  New names would also then be available for use when naming any streets or new developments.

2.3
The Council has a statutory duty to create a property gazetteer for Ribble Valley which will then feed in to the national database.  In doing so a number of data sets from across the Council including Council Tax, Housing Benefit, Land Charges and Electoral Registration need to be combined.  Out of this exercise is likely to come the need to name roads, streets or lanes that do not at present have officially recognised names.  The object therefore of the exercise that Town and Parish Councils have been invited to take part in is to create lists of names that can be used when roads have to be named.  It is not practicable to go back to each Parish or ward when names are needed hence the process being put in place.

3.
ISSUES

3.1
In asking for the help of each Town and Parish Council or Parish Meeting the Street Naming Working Group developed a set of criteria to be used when new names were being put forward for consultation.


The criteria is that names shall be:

· appropriate to the locality;

· could have a geographical, commercial or historical connection with the area;

· a historical personal connection (i.e. the surname of a person no longer living)

· different to any nearby names to avoid confusion; and

· in-offensive.


It was also asked that a brief explanation could be given in relation to any names that were suggested.

3.2
Information about any unnamed streets or those that might have ‘local’ names were also requested.

3.3
To the date of preparing this report I have received only 7 replies out of a possible 40, with two of the respondents having declined to offer any suggestions and in the cases where replies have been sent very few have come with an explanation of their origin.

3.4
In future no contact will be being made with Town and Parish Councils over the naming of any new development or currently unnamed streets in their area.  The lengthy bureaucratic process previously in place has now been replaced in order to meet the needs of managing the National Land & Property Gazetteer.

4.
CONCLUSION

4.1
Town and Parish Councils are reminded to respond quickly to the request made in the letter sent to all Clerks dated 12th February 2008.  The Street Naming Working Group will then determine a list of names that will then be used to name both existing and new streets throughout the Borough.
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