	



Minutes of Community Committee

Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 11 March 2008 starting at 7pm

Present:

Councillor R J Thompson (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Director of Community Services, Street Scene Manager, Leisure and Sports Development Manager, Environmental Health Manager.

Also in attendance: Councillor S Sutcliffe.

890
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors D Eccleston, S Farnsworth, G Geldard and M Robinson.

891
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 15 January 2008 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

A question was asked with regard to the riverside footpath at Brungerley Park, Clitheroe and as to when the works would be carried out down there.  The Director of Community Services informed Committee that this had been a casualty of the capital programme and that costed options may need to be reconsidered by the Budget Working Group.  It was felt that further work was required with regard to a diversion in order to reduce the risk of injury before remediation works are carried out.  

892
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting.

893
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

894
REFERENCES FROM OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY CommitteeS
There were no references from Overview and Scrutiny Committees.

895
THREE STREAM WASTE COLLECTION SERVICE PROGRESS REPORT

The Director of Community Services submitted a report bringing Committee up to date with the final phase of the introduction of three stream wheeled bin waste collection and recycling service to as many properties as possible in the borough.  He informed Committee that the individual meetings with ward councillors were proving to be advantageous and suggestions were being incorporated into the new proposals.  He informed Committee that an article would appear in the next edition of the Ribble Valley News giving advance notice regarding the roll out of the final phase and additional advice in respect of materials that can be recycled as part of the scheme, and more information on the waste paper and cardboard collection service.  Members discussed the few cases that were still outstanding in phase 1 where some residents were struggling with the new collection service.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

896
RECREATION/CULTURE/SPORTS GRANTS

The Director of Community Services submitted a report asking Committee to endorse the recommendations of the working group regarding the provision of recreation/culture and sporting excellence grants.  He also informed committee that it was intended to amalgamate the sporting excellence grant reception with the community grant evening probably in April.

RESOLVED:
That Committee endorse the recommendations of the working group for both recreation/culture and sporting excellence grants.

897
TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE

The Director of Community Services gave a verbal update informing Committee that the Lancashire County Council cabinet meeting had not yet made a decision with regards to the closure or otherwise of the Tourist Information Centre in Clitheroe.  He understood that this decision had been deferred until 19 March for County Councillor Cheetham to make a decision which left only two weeks to the end of March for the Borough Council to find alternative arrangements should the closure go ahead.  Councillor S Sutcliffe was given permission to speak on this item and informed the meeting that having spoken to Councillor Cheetham, he understood that the closure would go ahead.

The Director of Community Services reported that alternative options were being considered in anticipation of the decision.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

898
LONGRIDGE DUAL USE UPDATE

The Director of Community Services verbally updated the Committee on the arrangements for Longridge.  The Borough Council proposals had been forwarded to the Governors meeting who were now seeking advice from the Lancashire County Council legal department.  A response was still awaited.

With regard to the Civic Hall developments, the agreement had now been completed re the construction of the fitness room and meetings were taking place with Longridge Social Enterprises with the endeavour to incorporate some shared staffing into their business plan.  This would be subject of a report to Committee in May 2008.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee endorse the principle of shared staffing wherever possible for the Civic Hall/fitness room/children’s centre.

899
REVIEW OF FEES AND CHARGES (ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH)

The Director of Development Services submitted a report asking Committee to consider the revision of identified fees and charges to achieve consistency and better reflect the recovery of related administrative costs in the environmental health section.  He informed Committee that the review process had identified the areas of street trader consents and interments at Clitheroe Cemetery as possible areas for an increase in fees.  The Director of Development Services informed Committee that he proposed a simplified system for street trader consents and to increase the fees to a level similar to other neighbouring authorities and that he had compared the Clitheroe Cemetery fees to those recently published by CIPFA and made proposed increases.

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
approve the simplification and combination of Classes I, II and III into a single category in relation to street trader consents;

2.
approve the increase in annual fees to a standard fee of £550 with a half year option of £290 for street traders;

3.
approve the increase of Class V (single day events) to £75 for street traders; and

4.
approve the increases in relation to Clitheroe Cemetery as set out in the report (this would be double for residents outside the Ribble Valley).

900
STRAY DOG ‘OUT OF HOURS’ SERVICE

The Director of Development Services submitted a report asking Committee to consider and approve proposed arrangements in relation to the out of hours stray dog service provision and the amendment of the associated kennel administrative charge.  He reminded Committee that the Government had decided to implement Section 68 of the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005 as from 6 April 2008 and that this change would remove from legislation any references to the police seizing stray dogs and the duty to accept any brought to them.  This would mean that the Borough Council would be solely responsible for discharging stray dog functions.  However, they were not expected to provide a round the clock call out service.  Projected costs by the present operator were well above the allocated funding and as a result discussions were taking place with East Lancashire authorities to provide the service in partnership.  The proposed arrangements to be put in place were described.  This report also proposed an increase to the levy the Council charges for the administration and kennelling of these dogs.  

It was felt that following some publicity about this, we should offer residents a microchipping service for their dogs as a one off.

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
approve the level of service being proposed; and

2.
approve the increase in stray dog recovery charge from £35 to £60.

901
CLITHEROE CASTLE PROJECT

The Director of Community Services gave a verbal update on the Clitheroe Castle project which he reported was on budget, on time and on programme.  He informed Committee that he intended to put regular updates on the Intranet system and would let Councillors know when this started.  He suggested a site visit to the castle before the next meeting of Committee in May.  Arrangements would be forwarded in due course.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

902
EDISFORD CAFÉ, EDISFORD RIVERBANK, CLITHEROE 

The Director of Community Services submitted a report for Committee’s information outlining the outcome of the discussions that had been held with the lessee of the café at Edisford.  He informed Committee that the café would be opened from Easter through the end of September 2008 following which the lessee had agreed to relinquish the lease.  

He informed Committee that a report on options for the future of providing catering facilities at Edisford riverbank and other associated issues would be presented to a future meeting of this Committee. 

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

903
CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2008/2009

The Director of Resources submitted a report for Committee’s information of the capital programme for this Committee for the forthcoming financial year.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

904
GENERAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES 

The Director of Community Services submitted a report for Committee’s information which included updates on Ribblesdale Pool, sports Relief 2008, Girls Football Festival, High 5 netball competitions days, the Ribble Valley Food Trail and the Crime and Reduction Partnership.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

905
GENERAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

The Director of Development Services submitted a report for Committee’s information which included updates on the Clitheroe Market Working Group, Castle Cement, Emergency Planning – Flooding and the investigation of illegal slaughtering.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

906
REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVE ON OUTSIDE BODIES

Councillor Ian Sayers reported that he and the Chairman had visited Glass Recycling Ltd in Barnsley to see how the Ribble Valley’s commingled recyclable waste is dealt with.

Councillor Sowter reported upon the most recent meeting of the Lancashire Waste Partnership and in particular the PFI project which mainly involves the two major mechanical and biological treatment plants being built at Leyland and Thornton, which together with an eventual third plant at Huncoat would deal with all the County’s residual waste. 

The meeting closed at 8.10pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact John Heap (414461).
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