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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To assist Committee in determining how to implement a proposed policy on restrictions on the age of vehicles to be licensed.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities

· Council Ambitions - 
}

· Community Objectives - 
}

· Corporate Priorities -  
}

· Other Considerations - 
}

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
Committee, at its meeting on 14 February 2008, considered whether or not to move to a system of limiting the age of vehicles to be licensed.  

2.2
Committee resolved to consult, at the Annual Taxi Meeting, on the basis of imposing an age limit of 8 years on vehicles licensed for the first time with this authority.

2.3
Transitional provisions would be introduced allowing existing licensed vehicles to be licensed for a further two years once they passed the eighth anniversary of first registration.  

2.4
This would operate as a policy, ie applications could still be made in respect of vehicles over the age limit but would, as being contrary to policy, be dealt with by Committee or in consultation with the Chairman. 

3
ISSUES

3.1
At the meeting on 14 February, considerable concern was expressed as to the best method of imposing a limit on the type of vehicles licensed – other matters considered included mileage, emissions etc.  Members were also mindful of the environmental consequences, on the one hand of allowing older vehicles which might be less efficient in emission terms, as compared with the implications of not allowing older vehicles to continue in use.

3.2
All these matters were considered by Committee in the context of the practice in surrounding areas.  In order to assist Committee, arrangements have been made for the proprietor of Bee Mill, the garage which carries out all testing on behalf of the Council, to attend the meeting to answer any questions which Members may wish to ask in order to inform their decision.

3.3
The matter will then be the subject of consultation at the Annual Taxi Meeting.

4
RISK ASSESSMENT

4.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications
· Resources – N/A

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – N/A
· Political – N/A

· Reputation – N/A

5
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE
5.1
Consider the information and advice provided by the proprietor of Bee Mill Garage.

2.
Instruct the Council’s Legal Services Manager to prepare a note of Committee’s decision, (together with the minute of 14 February meeting) for consideration at the Annual Taxi Meeting.

Legal Services Manager 

For further information please ask for Diane Rice

, extension 4418. 

DECISION





The Council is seeking to support its objectives of ensuring community safety and safeguarding the amenity of the area by improving the way vehicles and drivers are licensed.
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