
Minutes of Parish Councils’ Liaison Committee

Meeting Date:

Thursday, 28 July 2005 starting at 7.15pm

Present:

M Robinson (Chairman)

Councillors:


Parish Representatives

P Young


Balderstone

B H Dowles


Bolton-by-Bowland

J Cradock


Bolton-by-Bowland

D Berryman


Clitheroe

A Yearing


Clitheroe

R Skorzen


Clayton-le-Dale

B Redhead


Clayton-le-Dale

M Parkinson


Downham

F Priest


Longridge

D Hicks


Longridge

A Dales


Mellor

P Boardman


Ramsgreave

C Law 



Read

A Mashiter


Read

I R Hirst


Simonstone

P Lambert


Simonstone

D M Midgeley


Waddington

J Robinson


Wilpshire

In attendance: Director of Development Services, Policy Development Officer

Also in attendance:  

Colin Everett


District Partnership Officer LCC

County Councillor 

Albert Atkinson, Parish Champion for LCC

253
PRESENTATION TO CYRIL LAW

The Mayor of Ribble Valley, Councillor Mary Robinson, presented Cyril Law from Read with a Ribble Valley Plaque in recognition of his many years of service on Parish Councils’ Liaison Committee and his Chairmanship over the past nine years.  She commented on Cyril’s devotion to duty in the interest of good relationships between Borough Councils and Parish Councils.  Cyril responded appropriately.  

254
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Borough Councillors  M Fielding, M H Ranson, C Ross and D Taylor and from the following Parish Representatives:

I Wolstencroft

Clitheroe

R Hargreaves

Clitheroe

F Robinson

Grindleton

G B Barnes

Bashall Eaves and Mitton

S Sturrock

Chatburn and Read

J Lawson

Slaidburn and Easington

J B Hill


Simonstone

J Moorhouse

Simonstone

K Lovack

Salesbury

R Howarth

Sabden

K Jackson

Waddington

E Ronan

Whalley

S Barker

Whalley

J Brown

Whalley

T Makinson

West Bradford

P Elms


Wiswell

255
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 9 June 2005 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

256
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

There were no declarations of interests.

257
MATTERS ARISING

(a)
Minute 109(a) – Closure of BT Phone Boxes


The Clerk to Simonstone Parish Council reported that British Telecom had written to all Parish Clerks informing them that there was now a new consultation process on phone box closures which lasted from 30 June 2005 until 28 September 2005.  He also stated that the criteria for phone box closures had been changed from boxes within a 100m radius to within a 400m radius.

(b)
Minute 109(b) – Freedom of Information Act


Councillor Warkman questioned the accuracy of this Minute.  He felt that the Minute should reflect the burden which was being placed on Parish Clerks in relation to photocopying.  It was agreed to amend the Minute accordingly.  

(c)
Minute 111 – Car Parking Charges – Edisford Car Park


The Director of Development Services updated Committee in relation to the decision of the recent Community Committee which was that the charges should be reviewed in 12 month’s time with an interim review after six months.

(d)
Parish Clerks’ Forum


The Clerk to Bolton-by-Bowland reported that a Parish Clerks’ Forum had been held on 13 July 2005 and a future meeting was scheduled for 14 September 2005. 

258
CROWN PROSECUTION SERVICE

The Chairman introduced Sue Crabb the Senior Prosecutor for Lancashire from the Crown Prosecution Service.  Sue spoke about the criminal justice system, how the Crown Prosecution Service worked and dealt with local issues such as the partnership approach to tackling anti social behaviour, criminal damage and juvenile nuisance.

She traced the history of the CPS and stressed that, whilst it remained an independent body from the police, it had, in recent years, worked more closely with both the police and the local community on individual cases.  She informed Committee that she was one of 12 national prosecutors and was a fully trained solicitor.


She highlighted the two main criteria which the CPS considered when looking at cases.

1.
Whether there was sufficient evidence;  and

2.
Whether a prosecution was in the public interest.

The CPS did listen to the views of the public on local issues and where offenders were persistently breaking the law.

She highlighted the range of measures which were available to local police and, in particular, referred to the use of Anti Social Behaviour Orders and Acceptable Behaviour Contracts.  She felt that there was a common misconception about the types of behaviour which would merit an Anti Social Behaviour Order being imposed on an individual.  She commented that ASBOs were usually used as a last resort when all other attempts to curb an individual’s behaviour had failed.  

Questions were then taken from Committee.  These ranged from the appropriate age for naming and shaming a young offender to the use of fixed penalty notices and the effectiveness of ASBOs to the human rights arguments raised in many cases.  

RESOLVED:
That Sue be thanked for her informative and interesting talk on the work of the Crown Prosecution Service.  

259
PARISH CHARTER

The District Partnership Officer from Lancashire County Council presented a report from Alison Rennie from the County Council’s Policy Unit in relation to the progress being made towards developing a Parish Council’s Charter which would be a tripartite Agreement between the County, Borough Councils and Parish Councils.  This was a large piece of work because there were 12 districts in Lancashire and over 190 Parish Councils.  

The Parish Charter was linked to the Quality Parish Council Scheme.  Charters would enable all partners to work together for the benefit of local people.


The Policy Development Officer reported that a working group, consisting of officers from West Lancashire, South Ribble,  Ribble Valley and Pendle Borough Councils had been formed and was currently looking at producing a model charter.  The timescale for this had not yet been agreed but it was important that all Parish Councils were consulted on any draft Charter.  

The other aspect of engagement between County and Parish Councils was the Parish Plan, which some Parish Councils had already started to develop.  These would address the range of local issues and opportunities affecting rural communities.  It was a great opportunity for local people to get involved in the direction which a Parish Plan could take.  A Parish protocol was being proposed as a way to manage the dialogue between the County and communities.  Community futures would be involved in this process.  

Members welcomed the fact that Ribble Valley Borough Council was represented on the District Working Group looking at Parish Charters and felt that any Charters should not simply be imposed either by the County or by an individual district.  It was recognised that there was no “one size fits all” solution.  The Policy Development Officer also stated that he would invite Alison Rennie to a future meeting of this Committee once a draft Charter had been produced.  He had also insisted that any consultation period must last at least three months to enable small Parish Council’s to comment.

RESOLVED:
That the matter be noted.

260
RIBBLE VALLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL - CITIZENS’ CHARTER 2005

The Director of Development Services referred to the report of the Chief Executive which enclosed a draft copy of the Council’s Citizens’ Charter.  The Charter briefly described the services the Council provided but, more importantly, the Charter informed people what standard of service they should expect and what to do if they did not receive this standard.

He informed Members that the Charter had been agreed and adopted at Policy and Finance Committee on 26 July 2005.

Members then asked a number of questions in relation to the Charter, particularly in relation to licensing, refuse collection and housing.

RESOLVED:
That:

1.
the report be noted;  and

2.
the Director of Legal Services be invited to attend the next meeting of this Committee to talk about the Licensing Act. 

261
STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

The Director of Development Services reminded Members that this matter had been discussed recently at Planning and Development Committee.  He informed Committee that the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act had come into effect in September 2004.  This Act took forward the proposals for reform of the planning system and provided for the preparation of a local development framework.  The Statement of Community Involvement was one of the formative local development documents as it would inform and guide the approach to the preparation of the policy documents.

The SCI set out how the Borough Council could involve the community in the planning process, both in the preparation of planning policy and involvement in planning applications.  The SCI would eventually set out locally agreed ground rules to which both the community and the Council would sign up to.  This would act in effect as a form of service agreement between the Council, the community and key stakeholders.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

262
MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD BY PARISH COUNCILS

(a)
Longridge Town Council – Cost of Publications 


One of the Longridge Town Council representatives referred to the cost of publications from both the Lancashire County Council and the Lancashire Police Authority which came out of public funds.  He questioned these figures in terms of value for money and felt that the costs were exorbitant.  


Lancashire County Council members pointed out that whilst advertising costs had been included within the quoted costs, to have advertised in other publications would have increased those costs even more.  

(b)
Allocations Policy and Nomination Arrangements – Bolton-by-Bowland

The Clerk to Bolton-by-Bowland stated that he understood that the allocation policy and nomination arrangements would be reported to a future meeting of this Committee.  

RESOLVED:  That this matter be placed on the Agenda for future meeting of this Committee. 

(c)
RETIREMENT OF Director of Legal Services 


members wished to place on record their sincere to Paul Timson, the Director of Legal Services, who had acted as the unofficial liaison officer between the Borough Council and Parish Councils for many years.  Members felt that Paul would be greatly missed in this role.

263
Date and Time of next meeting

The Chairman reminded Members that the next meeting of this Committee would be held on Thursday, 22 September 2005, commencing at 7.15pm.

The meeting closed at 8.42pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Paul Timson (414403).
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