	MINUTE NUMBERS 927 - 932 



Minutes of Housing Committee
Meeting Date:

Thursday, 13 March 2008 starting at 7pm

Present:

Councillor S A Hirst (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance:  Director of Community Services, Director of Resources, Housing 
Strategy Officer and Benefits Manager.

920
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors M Fielding, R Hargreaves and M Robinson.

921
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 24 January 2008 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman with the following amendment:

Minute 750 on the Revenue Budget 2008/09 Resolution No. 3 should read 5.41% increase in rents to be implemented on behalf of Ribble Valley Homes.  

922
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

923
REFERENCES FROM OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY

There were no references from Overview and Scrutiny.

924
SAFEGUARD POLICY FOR HOUSING BENEFITS

The Director of Resources submitted a report seeking to obtain Committee’s approval to implement a safeguard policy following the introduction of the Local Housing Allowance on 7 February 2008.  The Local Housing Allowance would normally be paid to the claimant rather than to the landlord but this policy allowed for landlords to be paid directly instead of tenants in recognition of the risk that some tenants may struggle with the responsibility of budgeting for and paying for their rent.  Committee felt that this must be monitored carefully to avoid tenants falling into dire straits.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee approve the safeguard policy as outlined. 

925
PRIVATE SECTOR HOUSING UPDATE

The Director of Community Services submitted a report seeking Committee’s approval for various private sector policy amendments and updating them on the progress made against section targets.  The report reminded Committee that the Empty Property Strategy had been written in 2002 and was now due for a review.  The fundamental proposed change was the inclusion of empty commercial properties in to the strategy and to undertake some consultation with Parish Councils in relation to the priority empty property list.  The Housing Strategy Officer requested that 35 Fairsnape Avenue, Longridge now become subject to compulsory purchase order procedures.

She informed Committee that the equity release procedure was very lengthy and time consuming and proposed that in order to streamline this process the equity release money be released to the household in the form of a grant and that once the paperwork was completed it then be registered as a loan.  She also requested that £80,000 of next year’s budget be moved from the equity release budget into the landlord/tenant budget as there was interest shown in 4 No. two and three bed properties in Clitheroe that would be eligible for grant.

She also informed Committee that the results of the Housing Corporation allocation bids for 2008/11 had been received and that we would receive grants towards 54 affordable units in the Ribble Valley.

RESOLVED:
That 

1.
Committee approve the inclusion of commercial properties in the Empty Property Strategy and that Parish Councils be consulted;

2.
Committee agree that a compulsory purchase order be served on 35 Fairsnape Avenue, Longridge;  

3.
Committee agree to amend the equity release process to remove the delay due to the administrative procedures;

4.
Committee approve the transfer of £80,000 for funding from equity release budget to the landlord/tenant grant budget 2008/09;  and 

5.
a report on the updated list of empty properties be submitted to this Committee in due course. 

926
PROGRESS REPORT ON HOUSING STOCK TRANSFER

The Director of Community Services submitted a progress report on the Borough Council meeting the timescale of transferring the Council’s housing stock to Ribble Valley Homes by 1 April 2008.  He reported upon the agreements, arrangements and procedures that are required to be in place before the transfer can be approved and reported upon the various meetings that were continuously taking place between officers, members and the Council’s advisors.  He informed Committee that a summary of the transfer document would be prepared for the special Council meeting on Thursday, 27 March when the Council would be asked to approve a transfer agreement.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted. 

927
DELIVERING AFFORDABLE HOUSING

The Chairman informed Committee that the Chairman of Planning had asked for this item to be deferred until the new municipal year. 

928
CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2008/09

The Director of Resources submitted a report for Committee’s information on the capital programme for this Committee for the forthcoming financial year 2008/09.  He informed Committee that it would now need amending slightly following the adjustments with regard with equity release and landlord/tenant grants.

929
GENERAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

The Director of Community Services informed Committee of the progress with various schemes currently being undertaken.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

930
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
That by virtue of the fact that the following items of business be an Exempt Information Under Category 7 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public be now excluded from the meeting.

931
WRITE-OFFS

The Director of Community Services submitted a report asking Committee to approve various write offs as outlined in the report. 

RESOLVED:
That Committee approve the write-offs. 

932
GENERAL REPORT OF THE Director of Community Services – GRANTS

The Director of Community Services submitted details of disabled facilities grants, minor works grants and landlords renovation grants which had been approved.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted. 

The meeting closed at 7.36pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact John Heap (414461).
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