	



Minutes of Parish Councils’ Liaison Committee

Meeting Date:

Thursday, 3 April 2008 starting at 7.15pm

Present:

M Birch (Chairman)

Councillors:


Parish Representatives

H Douglas


Chatburn

D Bailey


Chipping

B Redhead


Clayton-le-Dale

R Assheton


Downham

C Corlett


Gisburn

R Whitwell


Pendleton

A Mashiter


Read

C Law



Read

S Sturrock


Read

A Ormand


Ribchester

R A Whittaker


Rimington & Middop

K Jackson


Waddington

K Staines


Waddington

C Cherry


West Bradford

J Robinson


Wilpshire

G McCrum


Worston and Mearley

In attendance: Chief Executive and Legal Services Manager

Also in attendance: Councillor A Atkinson, Lancashire County Council

954
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Borough Councillors S Hore and D Taylor and from J Simpson, District Partnership Officer and from the following Parish Representatives:

P Young


Balderstone

R Carr



Bowland Forest Higher Division

E Miller


Bowland Forest Lower Division

R Schofield


Bolton-by-Bowland, Gisburn Forest and Sawley

R Skoczen


Clayton-le-Dale

J Cowling


Grindleton

D Hicks


Longridge TC

S Priest


Longridge TC

A Dale



Mellor

A Haworth


Sabden

R Hirst



Simonstone

J Lawson


Slaidburn and Easington

955
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 31 January 2008 were approved as a correct record with two amendments to the attendance list and signed by the Chairman.

956
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

There were no declarations of interests.

957
MATTERS ARISING

(i)
Minute 783

The Chairman reported that the report of the Legal Services Manager in connection with licensing issues would be linked to a training session.  

(ii)
Minute 784


With regard to the closure of rural post offices, there had been no official response to the Council’s Notice of Motion as yet.  The County Councillor reported that all the post offices that had previously been earmarked for closure, except Lytham, would be closed, but that Lancashire County Council was looking into other ways of providing post office services.

(iii)
Minute 786

The speed indicator device was now working in Rimington.  The one for Waddington Village had gone for repair and was still awaited, as was the one in Gisburn. 

(iv)
Minute 787 – Parish Councillor Training

It was reported that funding had now been received for training for Parish Councils on both planning and licensing issues.  This would now be arranged.  

958
NAMING OF STREETS IN RIBBLE VALLEY CONSULTATION EXERCISE

A report was submitted from the Director of Community Services reminding Parish Councils that they needed to respond to a request made from the Street Scene Manager with regard to suggested names for roads, lanes or streets in their areas.  One Parish Representative asked if signs would be made available for roads and lanes that have names but no signs.  It was suggested that these were relatively easily obtained through the Borough Council but at the Parish’s own expense.  It was also reported that there was the ongoing problem of “sat navs” sending lorries up roads not fit for them.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

959
STANDARDS ISSUES

The Legal Services Manager submitted a report informing Committee of the changes that have been made to the arrangements for investigating complaints in relation to the conduct of Councillors and to inform them of the resources provided by the Standards Board for England.  She informed Committee that 2007 had seen the introduction of the new Code of Conduct and that, although some Parish Clerks may have trained their members in relation to the requirements of the new Code, not all Parishes were members of the LAPTC and therefore may not have been contacted by the Standards Board for England or provided with training materials.  The Legal Services Manager informed Committee of a DVD in relation to the Code of Conduct which Parish Councils might find useful to show their members and which was available on loan from her.  She also highlighted that in due course the Council may resolve to increase the number of Parish Council Members on the Standards Committee and asked that should anyone be interested in this they should contact her in due course. 

RESOLVED:
That Committee note the changes being made to the investigation of complaints against Councillors and note the resources available to Parish Council Clerks from the Standards Board for England.  

960
MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD BY PARISH COUNCILS

1.
Mellor Parish Council
Councillor Brunskill reported that there was a problem in Mellor Brook when the A59 was closed by an accident, as the emergency exit strategy of BAE was to divert all vehicles through Mellor Brook, which then caused problems for the village.  It was requested that perhaps BAE could look at an exit strategy onto Preston New Road as an alternative.

RESOLVED:
That the Chief Executive write to the Police and Lancashire County Council on this matter and inform the relevant Parish Councils of the response.

2.
Longridge Town Council 


The issue of the state of highways had been raised by Longridge Town Council.  This item had been on the Agenda for the Ribble Valley Lancashire Locals who had reported that there would be an additional budget of £43,000 for small scale works.  A letter would be sent to all Parish Councils informing them of this and asking for suggestions to be submitted by 2 May 2008 to Mike Neville, Secretary to the Lancashire Locals Ribble Valley.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

3.
Housing Stock Transfer


The Chief Executive informed the meeting that the Borough Council had recently transferred the council housing stock to a new Housing Association called Ribble Valley Homes.  Their offices were based in King Street and York Street, Clitheroe and the contact number was 01200 444290.

4.
Restructuring of Committees


Councillor Sowter informed the meeting that at a recent Committee of the Borough Council the frequency and times of meetings had been discussed and that the opinion of the Parish Council Liaison Committee was requested on their views for their meetings.  

RESOLVED:
That there continued to be six meetings per annum starting at 7.15pm.

5.
Quiet Lanes


Councillor Sayers from Ribchester Parish reported that a sign stating “quiet lane” had appeared on the road from Ribchester to Whitewell over Jeffrey Hill and asked why.  Councillor Atkinson responded to say that these signs were used as warning signs to alert drivers about the potential of horses/cyclists/walkers on quiet lanes and encourage drivers to drive carefully. He added that the Parish Council should have been consulted before the erection of them.  The Councillor for Grindleton reported that these signs had caused some problems in Grindleton.  However the representative for Downham reported a successful one in his area.  

6.
Tourist Information Centre


The Chief Executive reported that as from 26 April the Tourist Information Centre would be closed for Lancashire County Council services and that they were moving into the Library.  He reported that Ribble Valley would stay in the premises as long as possible but would probably move into the Ribble Valley offices until new premises were found.  

The meeting closed at 8.05pm.
If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Stewart Bailey (414491).
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