	



Minutes of Accounts and Audit Committee

Meeting Date:

Wednesday, 9 April 2008 starting at 5pm

Present:

Councillor J B Hill (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Director of Resources, Financial Services Manager, ICT Manager.

978

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillor D Eccleston

979

MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 28 November 2007 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

980

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting.

981

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

982

CLOSURE OF ACCOUNTS TIMETABLE 2007/08

The Financial Services Manager submitted a report reminding Committee of the statutory requirements to close down the accounts by 30 June 2008 and publish them by 30 September 2008.  In order to do this, a detailed timetable needed to be adhered to, to achieve the required deadlines.  She referred to the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2003 relevant to accounts preparation and the various responsibilities for the closure of accounts.  She also referred to the procedural requirements for the accounts production process and informed Committee that the early production of the statement of accounts was an essential element of good governance.  

The Financial Services Manager informed Committee that it was her intention to bring the final accounts to the Committee meeting on Wednesday, 25 June 2008 for approval and then, following adjustments agreed with the Auditors, final approval at the September meeting.   She outlined the timetable for the closure of accounts which had been determined based on past experience, the availability of external auditors and the statutory deadlines outlined.  She also informed Committee about training sessions which could be carried out for Councillors on local government finance.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee review the timetable and endorse the suggested approach for the closure of the 2007/08 accounts.

983

ANNUAL AUDIT AND INSPECTION LETTER

Committee received Tom Keena, the Council’s Relationship Manager from the Audit Commission.  Tom commented on Ribble Valley Borough Council’s performance over the past twelve months.  He highlighted the Council’s major projects such as the Castle project, three stream waste collection and the housing stock transfer.  He also highlighted the high level of public satisfaction with the Council and commented on the excellent performance on crime reduction achieved over the past three years.  The Council’s support and involvement in partnerships was also applauded.

However, capacity was recognised to be a concern and more work needed to be done in relation to the diversity and equality agenda, although it was recognised that a start had been made.  

He referred to the need to adopt and adhere to the local area agreement priorities, particularly where they had an impact on Ribble Valley.  He also discussed the health inequalities agenda and its impact on Ribble Valley.

Members then raised a number of issues including Ribble Valley’s inability to access a number of funding pots, our differences from the rest of East Lancashire, issues such as rural isolation and, in particular, the diversity and equality agenda and how it could be used to Ribble Valley’s benefit.  They also discussed the level of sports and leisure provision and the need to make Ribble Valley’s voice heard through partnership working. 

Tom Keena thanked Members and officers for their involvement and support and reported that he was moving on to other areas of Audit Commission work in the near future.  

RESOLVED:
That Tom Keena be thanked for his annual report and inspection letter and for his work with this Council over the past three years.  

984

APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS

The Director of Resources informed Committee that with effect from the current municipal year 2008/09 the Council’s auditing would be being carried out by the Audit Commission rather than by PricewaterhouseCoopers.   He also commented on a number of areas which he would be discussing matters of mutual concern with our new audit team, particularly in relation to the issues raised with Tom Keena earlier in the meeting.

RESOLVED:
That the matter be noted.  

985

260 REPORT FINDINGS

The ICT Manager gave an update report on progress on the external Auditors ISA260 document which had been discussed at this meeting on 28 November 2007 (minute 622 refers).  

The ICT Manager had reported back to Committee at their last meeting on IT issues which had been identified by PricewaterhouseCoopers.  Members recommended that the following issues should be given further consideration:

· that the introduction of a firewall system for the Council’s IT system should be included in the Service Plan for that area as a matter of urgency.;

· that the Strategic Services Plan should be updated and that Management Team and service manager should take responsibility for ensuring that their sections were properly provided for;

· that a guidance note should be formulated for outside bodies who wish to use the Council’s IT equipment to present items to Committee and to the Council.

He presented an updated ISA260 document and reported that we had now procured back up hardware to allow for fire wall system updating.  He also commented that the IT strategy was being updated as consultations took place with Management Team and service managers.  The Business Continuity Plan and the IT Disaster Recovery Plan were also feeding into that strategy.  Members congratulated the ICT Manager on the progress that was being made.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.  

986

INTERNAL AUDIT PROGRESS REPORT 2007/08

The Director of Resources presented the Internal Audit Progress Report 2007/08.  He reported the number of areas which the internal audit had investigated over the past twelve months.  These were as follows:

· sundry debtors system;

· payroll system;

· housing benefits-verification of tenancy;

· housing benefits system;

· data matching-council tax to Electoral Register;

· car mileage claims;

· NNDR system;

· car insurances;

· Clitheroe Market;

· flexitime system operation. 

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

987

CPA USE OF RESOURCES ASSESSMENT RESULTS

The Director of Resources informed Committee of the summary results of the Council’s use of resources assessment carried out by PricewaterhouseCoopers.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

988

ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT

The Director of Resources referred to his report which explained the transition from the publication of the Statement of Internal Control to the publication of the Annual Governance Statement within the Council’s annual accounts. 

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

989

ADVISORY SERVICES RELATING TO THE HOUSING STOCK TRANSFER

Committee considered a letter from PricewaterhouseCoopers in relation to this matter.  The Commission had given their approval in relation to the consultancy work carried out by PricewaterhouseCoopers on housing stock transfer subject to a number of conditions including an independent assessment of the Council’s housing stock transfer.  The letter from our external auditors set out how this assessment would be carried out.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

The meeting closed at 5.44pm

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Marshal Scott (414430).
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