	

	



Minutes of Meeting of the Council

Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 4 March 2008 starting at 7.00pm

Present:

Councillor D Taylor (Chairman)

Councillors:

 
In attendance:  Chief Executive, Director of Resources, Director of Development Services, Director of Community Services, Legal Services Manager, Human Resources Manager.

861

PRAYERS

The Rev Chris Sterry opened the meeting with prayers.  Members also observed a minute’s silence in respect of former Councillor and Honorary Alderman Charles Warkman who had recently died.  

862

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors D Berryman, S Farnsworth, M Fielding, A Gridley, C Punchard and A Yearing.

863

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

864

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There were no items of public participation. 
865

Council MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 18 December 2007 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

866

MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS

The Mayoral communications were received and noted.

867
CONSULTATION WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF NON-DOMESTIC  RATEPAYERS 

Consideration was given to the written report of the Director of Resources referring to a meeting which had taken place with representatives of non‑domestic ratepayers on the Council's budget proposals.  The meeting had been attended by Mr Atherton of Whalley Chamber of Trade and Mr Pratt of Clitheroe Chamber of Trade.  Approval of the report was proposed by Councillor E M H Ranson and seconded by Councillor R Sherras.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted. 

868

BUDGET 2008/2009

Consideration was given to the written report of the Director of Resources concerning the budget for 2008/2009 and the setting of the different amounts of Council Tax for different parts of the Council’s area where special items applied (Parish Precepts).

Enclosed with the report was the budget summary for the financial year 2008/2009 which contained details of revenue and capital requirements.  Approval of the budget proposals as contained in the report were proposed by Councillor E M H Ranson and seconded by Councillor R Sherras.

RESOLVED:
That the Council

1.
approve the following submitted by the Policy and Finance Committee and included in the summary budget book:

a)
the revised revenue estimates for 2007/2008 and the revenue estimates for 2008/2009.

b)
the revised capital programme for 2007/2008 and the capital programme for 2008/2009 to 2012/2013;

2.
approve the prudential indicators and borrowing limits as set out in Annex 1 of the report; and

3.
note that the Director of Resources has determined the following amounts for 2008/2009, in accordance with regulations made under Section 33(5) of the Local Government Finance Act 1992:

a)
22,299 being the amount calculated by the Council, in accordance with Regulation 3 of the Local Authorities (Calculation of Council Tax Base) Regulations 2003, as its Council Tax base for the year.

b)
part of the Council's area:

	Aighton, Bailey & Chaigley
	441

	Balderstone
	201

	Bashall Eaves, Great Mitton & Little Mitton
	194

	Billington & Langho
	2,113

	Bolton by Bowland, Gisburn Forest & Sawley
	486

	Bowland Forest (High)
	59

	Bowland Forest (Low)
	83

	Bowland with Leagram
	76

	Chatburn
	399

	Chipping
	481

	Clayton le Dale
	521

	Clitheroe
	5,140

	Dinckley
	40

	Downham
	55

	Dutton
	103

	Gisburn
	208

	Grindleton
	346

	Horton
	44

	Hothersall
	74

	Longridge
	2,728

	Mearley
	8

	Mellor
	1,010

	Newsholme
	19

	Newton
	141

	Osbaldeston
	103

	Paythorne
	40

	Pendleton
	104

	Ramsgreave
	284

	Read
	568

	Ribchester
	661

	Rimington & Middop
	227

	Sabden
	517

	Salesbury
	180

	Simonstone
	508

	Slaidburn & Easington
	156

	Thornley with Wheatley
	157

	Twiston
	34

	Waddington
	446

	West Bradford
	368

	Whalley 
	1,468

	Wilpshire
	1,009

	Wiswell
	458

	Worston
	41

	
	22,299



being the amounts calculated by the Council, in accordance with Regulation 6 of the regulations, as the amounts of its council tax base for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which one or more special items relate.

4.
Calculate the following amounts for 2008/09, in accordance with Sections 32 to 36 of the Local Government and Finance Act 1992:

	a)
	a)
	£24,524,465
	Being the aggregate of the amounts which the Council estimates for the items set out in Section 32(2) (a) to (e) of the Act;



	b)
	b)
	£17,326,410
	Being the aggregate of the amounts which the Council estimates for the items set out in Section 32(3) (a) to (c) of the Act;



	c)
	c)
	£7,198,055
	Being the amount by which the aggregate at 4(a) above exceeds the aggregate at 4(b) above, calculated by the Council in accordance with Section 32(4) of the Act as its budget requirement for the year;



	d)
	d)
	£3,859,130
	Being the aggregate of the sums which the Council estimates will be payable for the year into its general fund in respect of redistributed non domestic rates and revenue support grant and increased by the amount which the Council estimates will be transferred in the year from its collection fund to its general fund pursuant to the collection fund directions under Sections 97(3) (council tax surplus) and Section 98(4) of the Local Government Finance Act 1988 (community charge surplus);



	e)
	e)
	£149.73
	Being the amount at 4(c) above less the amount at 4(d) above all divided by the amount at 3(a) above, calculated by the Council in accordance with Section 33(1) of the Act as the basic amount of council tax for the year;



	f)
	f)
	£365,728
	Being the aggregate amount of all special items referred to in Section 34(1) of the Act;



	g)
	g)
	£133.33
	Being the amount at 4(e) above less the result given by dividing the amount at 4(f) above by the amount at 3(a) above, calculated by the Council in accordance with Section 34(2) of the Act as the basic amount of its council tax for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which no special item relates;


h)
Parts of the Council's area:

	
	Band D

£

	Aighton, Bailey & Chaigley
	143.53

	Balderstone
	139.80

	Bashall Eaves, Great Mitton & Little Mitton
	138.82

	Billington & Langho
	150.67

	Bolton by Bowland, Gisburn Forest & Sawley
	143.62

	Bowland Forest Higher
	162.69

	Bowland Forest Lower
	147.79

	Bowland with Leagram
	143.86

	Chatburn
	157.99

	Chipping
	147.53

	Clayton le Dale
	137.17

	Clitheroe
	151.38

	Dutton
	145.95

	Gisburn
	152.56

	Grindleton
	152.12

	Hothersall
	143.47

	Longridge
	153.37

	Mellor
	149.17

	Newton
	148.93

	Osbaldeston
	140.61

	Pendleton
	144.87

	Ramsgreave
	139.32

	Read
	145.65

	Ribchester
	144.83

	Rimington & Middop
	148.75

	Sabden
	161.57

	Salesbury
	143.33

	Simonstone
	147.50

	Slaidburn & Easington
	142.95

	Waddington
	157.99

	West Bradford
	147.73

	Whalley 
	155.13

	Wilpshire
	148.20

	Wiswell
	145.34



being the amounts given by adding to the amount at 4(g) above the amounts of the special item relating to dwellings in those parts of the Council's area mentioned above, divided in each case by the amount in 3(b) above, calculated by the Council in accordance with Section 34(3) of the Act as the basic amount of its council tax for dwellings in those parts of its area to which the special item relates;

i)
Part of the Council's area:

	
	VALUATION BANDS

	
	A

£
	B

£
	C

£
	D

£
	E

£
	F

£
	G

£
	H

£

	Aighton, Bailey & Chaigley
	95.69
	111.63
	127.59
	143.53
	175.43
	207.32
	239.22
	287.06

	Balderstone
	93.20
	108.73
	124.27
	139.80
	170.87
	201.94
	233.00
	279.60

	Bashall Eaves, Great 

Mitton & Little Mitton
	92.55
	107.97
	123.40
	138.82
	169.67
	200.52
	231.37
	277.64

	Billington & Langho
	100.45
	117.19
	133.93
	150.67
	184.15
	217.64
	251.12
	301.34

	Bolton by Bowland, 

Gisburn Forest & Sawley
	95.75
	111.70
	127.67
	143.62
	175.54
	207.45
	239.37
	287.24

	Bowland Forest Higher
	108.46
	126.54
	144.62
	162.69
	198.84
	235.00
	271.15
	325.38

	Bowland Forest Lower
	98.53
	114.95
	131.37
	147.79
	180.63
	213.48
	246.32
	295.58

	Bowland with Leagram
	95.91
	111.89
	127.88
	143.86
	175.83
	207.80
	239.77
	287.72

	Chatburn
	105.33
	122.88
	140.44
	157.99
	193.10
	228.21
	263.32
	315.98

	Chipping
	98.36
	114.74
	131.14
	147.53
	180.32
	213.10
	245.89
	295.06

	Clayton le Dale
	91.45
	106.69
	121.93
	137.17
	167.65
	198.14
	228.62
	274.34

	Clitheroe
	100.92
	117.74
	134.56
	151.38
	185.02
	218.66
	252.30
	302.76

	Dutton
	97.30
	113.52
	129.74
	145.95
	178.38
	210.82
	243.25
	291.90

	Gisburn
	101.71
	118.66
	135.61
	152.56
	186.46
	220.37
	254.27
	305.12

	Grindleton
	101.42
	118.31
	135.22
	152.12
	185.93
	219.73
	253.54
	304.24

	Hothersall
	95.65
	111.59
	127.53
	143.47
	175.35
	207.24
	239.12
	286.94

	Longridge
	102.25
	119.29
	136.33
	153.37
	187.45
	221.54
	255.62
	306.74

	Mellor
	99.45
	116.02
	132.60
	149.17
	182.32
	215.47
	248.62
	298.34

	Newton
	99.29
	115.83
	132.39
	148.93
	182.03
	215.12
	248.22
	297.86

	Osbaldeston
	93.74
	109.36
	124.99
	140.61
	171.86
	203.11
	234.35
	281.22

	Pendleton
	96.58
	112.68
	128.78
	144.87
	177.06
	209.26
	241.45
	289.74

	Ramsgreave
	92.88
	108.36
	123.84
	139.32
	170.28
	201.24
	232.20
	278.64

	Read
	97.10
	113.28
	129.47
	145.65
	178.02
	210.39
	242.75
	291.30

	Ribchester
	96.56
	112.64
	128.74
	144.83
	177.02
	209.20
	241.39
	289.66

	Rimington & Middop
	99.17
	115.69
	132.23
	148.75
	181.81
	214.86
	247.92
	297.50

	Sabden
	107.72
	125.66
	143.62
	161.57
	197.48
	233.38
	269.29
	323.14

	Salesbury
	95.56
	111.48
	127.41
	143.33
	175.18
	207.03
	238.89
	286.66

	Simonstone
	98.34
	114.72
	131.12
	147.50
	180.28
	213.06
	245.84
	295.00

	Slaidburn & Easington
	95.30
	111.18
	127.07
	142.95
	174.72
	206.49
	238.25
	285.90

	Thornley with Wheatley
	93.14
	108.65
	124.18
	139.70
	170.75
	201.79
	232.84
	279.40

	Waddington
	105.33
	122.88
	140.44
	157.99
	193.10
	228.21
	263.32
	315.98

	West Bradford
	98.49
	114.90
	131.32
	147.73
	180.56
	213.39
	246.22
	295.46

	Whalley 
	103.42
	120.66
	137.90
	155.13
	189.60
	224.08
	258.55
	310.26

	Wilpshire
	98.80
	115.27
	131.74
	148.20
	181.13
	214.07
	247.00
	296.40

	Wiswell
	96.90
	113.04
	129.20
	145.34
	177.64
	209.94
	242.24
	290.68

	All Other Parts of the Council's Area
	88.89
	103.70
	118.52
	133.33
	162.96
	192.59
	222.22
	266.66



being the amounts given by multiplying the amounts at 4(g) and 4(h) by the number which, in proportion set out in Section 5(1) of the Act, is applicable to dwellings listed in a particular valuation band divided by the number which in that proportion is applicable to dwellings listed in valuation band D, calculated by the Council in accordance with Section 36(1) of the Act, as the amounts to be taken into account for the year in respect of categories of dwellings listed in different valuation bands.

5.
Note, that for 2008/09 Lancashire County Council has stated the following amounts in precepts issued to the Council, in accordance with Section 40 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, for each of the categories of dwellings shown below:

	Valuation Bands

	A

£
	B

£
	C

£
	D

£
	E

£
	F

£
	G

£
	H

£

	718.04
	837.71
	957.39
	1,077.06
	1,316.41
	1,555.75
	1,795.10
	2,154.12


6.
Note, that for 2008/09 Lancashire Police Authority has stated the following amounts in precepts issued to the Council, in accordance with Section 40 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, for each of the categories of dwellings shown below:

	Valuation Bands

	A

£
	B

£
	C

£
	D

£
	E

£
	F

£
	G

£
	H

£

	90.64
	105.75
	120.85
	135.96
	166.17
	196.39
	226.60
	271.92


7.
Note, that for 2008/09 Lancashire Combined Fire Authority has stated the following amounts in precepts issued to the Council, in accordance with Section 40 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, for each of the categories of dwellings shown below:

	Valuation Bands

	A

£
	B

£
	C

£
	D

£
	E

£
	F

£
	G

£
	H

£

	40.11
	46.79
	53.48
	60.16
	73.53
	86.90
	100.27
	120.32


8.
Having calculated the aggregate in each case of the amounts at 4(i), 5, 6 and 7 above, the Council, in accordance with Section 30(2) of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, hereby sets the following amounts as the amounts of council tax for 2008/09 for each of the categories of dwellings shown below:

	
	VALUATION BANDS

	
	A

£
	B

£
	C

£
	D

£
	E

£
	F

£
	G

£
	H

£

	Aighton, Bailey & Chaigley
	944.48
	1,101.88
	1,259.31
	1,416.71
	1,731.54
	2,046.36
	2,361.19
	2,833.42

	Balderstone
	941.99
	1,098.98
	1,255.99
	1,412.98
	1,726.98
	2,040.98
	2,354.97
	2,825.96

	Bashall Eaves, Great Mitton & Little Mitton
	941.34
	1,098.22
	1,255.12
	1,412.00
	1,725.78
	2,039.56
	2,353.34
	2,824.00

	Billington & Langho
	949.24
	1,107.44
	1,265.65
	1,423.85
	1,740.26
	2,056.68
	2,373.09
	2,847.70

	Bolton by Bowland, Gisburn Forest & Sawley
	944.54
	1,101.95
	1,259.39
	1,416.80
	1,731.65
	2,046.49
	2,361.34
	2,833.60

	Bowland Forest Higher
	957.25
	1,116.79
	1,276.34
	1,435.87
	1,754.95
	2,074.04
	2,393.12
	2,871.74

	Bowland Forest Lower
	947.32
	1,105.20
	1,263.09
	1,420.97
	1,736.74
	2,052.52
	2,368.29
	2,841.94

	Bowland with Leagram
	944.70
	1,102.14
	1,259.60
	1,417.04
	1,731.94
	2,046.84
	2,361.74
	2,834.08

	Chatburn
	954.12
	1,113.13
	1,272.16
	1,431.17
	1,749.21
	2,067.25
	2,385.29
	2,862.34

	Chipping
	947.15
	1,104.99
	1,262.86
	1,420.71
	1,736.43
	2,052.14
	2,367.86
	2,841.42

	Clayton le Dale
	940.24
	1,096.94
	1,253.65
	1,410.35
	1,723.76
	2,037.18
	2,350.59
	2,820.70

	Clitheroe
	949.71
	1,107.99
	1,266.28
	1,424.56
	1,741.13
	2,057.70
	2,374.27
	2,849.12

	Dutton
	946.09
	1,103.77
	1,261.46
	1,419.13
	1,734.49
	2,049.86
	2,365.22
	2,838.26

	Gisburn
	950.50
	1,108.91
	1,267.33
	1,425.74
	1,742.57
	2,059.41
	2,376.24
	2,851.48

	Grindleton
	950.21
	1,108.56
	1,266.94
	1,425.30
	1,742.04
	2,058.77
	2,375.51
	2,850.60

	Hothersall
	944.44
	1,101.84
	1,259.25
	1,416.65
	1,731.46
	2,046.28
	2,361.09
	2,833.30

	Longridge
	951.04
	1,109.54
	1,268.05
	1,426.55
	1,743.56
	2,060.58
	2,377.59
	2,853.10

	Mellor
	948.24
	1,106.27
	1,264.32
	1,422.35
	1,738.43
	2,054.51
	2,370.59
	2,844.70

	Newton
	948.08
	1,106.08
	1,264.11
	1,422.11
	1,738.14
	2,054.16
	2,370.19
	2,844.22

	Osbaldeston
	942.53
	1,099.61
	1,256.71
	1,413.79
	1,727.97
	2,042.15
	2,356.32
	2,827.58

	Pendleton
	945.37
	1,102.93
	1,260.50
	1,418.05
	1,733.17
	2,048.30
	2,363.42
	2,836.10

	Ramsgreave
	941.67
	1,098.61
	1,255.56
	1,412.50
	1,726.39
	2,040.28
	2,354.17
	2,825.00

	Read
	945.89
	1,103.53
	1,261.19
	1,418.83
	1,734.13
	2,049.43
	2,364.72
	2,837.66

	Ribchester
	945.35
	1,102.89
	1,260.46
	1,418.01
	1,733.13
	2,048.24
	2,363.36
	2,836.02

	Rimington & Middop
	947.96
	1,105.94
	1,263.95
	1,421.93
	1,737.92
	2,053.90
	2,369.89
	2,843.86

	Sabden
	956.51
	1,115.91
	1,275.34
	1,434.75
	1,753.59
	2,072.42
	2,391.26
	2,869.50

	Salesbury
	944.35
	1,101.73
	1,259.13
	1,416.51
	1,731.29
	2,046.07
	2,360.86
	2,833.02

	Simonstone
	947.13
	1,104.97
	1,262.84
	1,420.68
	1,736.39
	2,052.10
	2,367.81
	2,841.36

	Slaidburn & Easington
	944.09
	1,101.43
	1,258.79
	1,416.13
	1,730.83
	2,045.53
	2,360.22
	2,832.26

	Thornley with Wheatley
	941.93
	1,098.90
	1,255.90
	1,412.88
	1,726.86
	2,040.83
	2,354.81
	2,825.76

	Waddington
	954.12
	1,113.13
	1,272.16
	1,431.17
	1,749.21
	2,067.25
	2,385.29
	2,862.34

	West Bradford
	947.28
	1,105.15
	1,263.04
	1,420.91
	1,736.67
	2,052.43
	2,368.19
	2,841.82

	Whalley 
	952.21
	1,110.91
	1,269.62
	1,428.31
	1,745.71
	2,063.12
	2,380.52
	2,856.62

	Wilpshire
	947.59
	1,105.52
	1,263.46
	1,421.38
	1,737.24
	2,053.11
	2,368.97
	2,842.76

	Wiswell
	945.69
	1,103.29
	1,260.92
	1,418.52
	1,733.75
	2,048.98
	2,364.21
	2,837.04

	All Other Parts of the Council's Area
	937.68
	1,093.95
	1,250.24
	1,406.51
	1,719.07
	2,031.63
	2,344.19
	2,813.02


869

LEADER’S REPORT

The Leader, Councillor E M H Ranson, began by expressing the Council's thanks for the life of Charles Warkman and the service that he had given to the Council, his ward in Mellor and all the constituents of the Ribble Valley.  The Leader extended the Council's condolences to Councillor Warkman’s wife, Ruth and their family.  

The Leader went on to highlight key activities which taken place in the Borough.  Firstly, he referred to the development of the Ribble Valley Food Trail.  This was due to be launched officially on the 25 March but the positive publicity which had already been received from the Food Programme on the BBC had resulted in interest from all over the country.  The Food Editor from the Daily Telegraph had also visited the area and a request had been received from Sussex County Council to visit the Ribble Valley.  The Leader confirmed that such positive publicity helped the tourism industry in the Borough and continued the resurgence of the countryside from the ravages of foot and mouth.  The Leader congratulated Theresa Robson, Melissa Watts and Rebecca Kay on their hard work in this area.  

Next the Leader highlighted the Bowland Wader Project which had been co-ordinated by David Hewitt, the Council's Countryside Officer.  David had been encouraging landowners and farmers to create and improve habitats for Curlews, Lapwings and Redshanks.  The results had been spectacular and the Leader quoted from the RSPB who had said: “these fantastic results are thanks to the Bowland Wader Project and long term commitment of the farmer and landowner to improve wildlife at the site.  The project is an excellent example of a species recovery programme and much of their work would not be possible without the help of the Ribble Valley Borough Council”.  

The Leader went on to report that the development of the Clitheroe Castle project continued on schedule and that archaeologists had now completed their work.  This had included the discovery of some historical findings which would help increase the knowledge of the Castle.  

The Leader was pleased to report on news of the potential development of Clitheroe Hospital and the extension and modernisation of health services in the Ribble Valley.  

Next, the Leader expressed his thanks for the way that all staff and Members had responded to the recent CPA  inspection.  He reported that in the final round-up meeting the Chief Inspector had been unequivocal in his praise that all staff and Members had co-operated with the inspection team and the supportive culture which existed throughout the organisation.  

Finally, the Leader confirmed that the next few weeks and months would be particularly busy as the housing stock transfer entered its final stages prior to the transfer date on 31 March.  

He also confirmed that the final phase of the three stream waste collection was to be rolled out with full discussions and a degree of understanding for the process and its implementation with residents and staff.

870

LEADER’S QUESTION TIME

The Shadow Leader, Councillor A Knox, put three questions to the Leader.  Firstly, he asked if the Leader would confirm recent press reports that a councillor had been receiving an ‘interim service’ in relation to three stream waste collection and if the Leader could name the councillor in question.  The Leader confirmed that Councillor Gridley was a resident in one of the locations where interim arrangements were currently in place. 

Next, Councillor Knox asked if the Leader would give an undertaking that within six months the Working Group which had been established under minute 768, would produce a strategy to show how the Council intended to tackle climate change in all spheres under which it had influence.  The Leader confirmed that the whole issue of global warming and climate change would underlie the Core Strategy of the Local Development Framework.  This would follow a prescribed process within the Council's published Local Development Scheme.  He reported that on 17 March, a seminar in the Council chamber would review the public’s response to the development options for Ribble Valley presented towards the end of 2007.  This important meeting would allow a further attempt to set up the Working Group on Climate Change issues.  An initial attempt had been made at a Training Seminar on 6 February where consultants appointed by the North West Regional Assembly explored Ribble Valley’s position on climate change issues.  The Leader noted that the preparation of a Ribble Valley Strategy to sit under or alongside the Lancashire Strategy, may not be the most appropriate action to take.  The need for strategic working may mean that it was important to contribute to achieving targets that would eventually form part of a countywide strategy.  

Finally, Councillor Knox highlighted that there are comments from the CPA Inspectors that ‘the capacity of the staff is stretched and there is an increasing risk of impact on service delivery’.   He asked what the Leader intended to do to address this issue.  The Leader confirmed that Inspectors had indeed made the comment as quoted but reminded Members that the Inspector had also noted ‘good examples of how the Council is addressing capacity, including the use of consultants and joint working’.  The Leader went on to highlight areas where actions had been taken to improve capacity.  Recent examples were the appointment of an additional Environmental Health Officer to deal with health and safety issues, a new post of Technical Accountant, and an increase in staff in the Contact Centre to deal with the roll out of the final stage of the three stream waste collection service.  The Leader confirmed that the Council employed many staff in multiple roles and utilised flexible working hours, job sharing and where appropriate, working from home to improve capacity.  The Council also worked in partnership to consult and provide Contact Centre services.  Where necessary, temporary staff were employed and external consultants such as structural engineers, quantity surveyors and valuers, were used to cover areas of expertise that did not exist within the Council.  The Corporate Management Team monitored staff numbers, vacancies, training and sickness absence on a quarterly basis and implemented appropriate actions as required.  The Leader believed that such actions ensured that the Council had the capacity to continue to deliver high quality services to residents, businesses and visitors throughout the Ribble Valley.  

Next, Councillor G Sowter asked the Leader for information on how much money had been paid to various consultants involved in the housing stock transfer project.  He also asked where any money spent had come from.  Secondly, he asked the Leader what the final considered total of extra overhead burden would be on the Council.  The Leader thanked Councillor Sowter for written notice of his question and responded by providing a breakdown of expenditure on options appraisal and housing stock transfer:

a)
Penningtons - £116,619

b)
Indigo Training - £51,677

c)
Rand Associates - £6,285

d)
IPB Communications - £109,001

e)
Trowers & Hamlyn - £125,394

f)
PricewaterhouseCoopers - £154,213

g)
Landmark GGP - £11,738

h)
Electoral Reform Services - £4,054

i)
WSP Environmental - £14,650

The total included anticipated expenditure to the conclusion of the transfer process.  

The Leader confirmed that the total of £572,839 had been funded by the Vicinity Group to the sum of £328,015 and that the balance of £244,824 had been charged to the housing revenue account.  In addition to these figures, the sum of £25,600 had been paid to Rand Associates for the stock condition survey which had been charged to capital works.  In response to the second part of Councillor Sowter’s question, the Leader confirmed that the anticipated extra overhead burden for next year would be £260,000 and would be borne by the general fund.
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COMMITTEE MINUTES

(i)
Planning and Development Committee – 20 December 2007
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(ii)
Community Committee – 15 January 2008


Councillor B Jones submitted a written question in accordance with Standing Order 9 and asked what consideration was being given to the role of the North West Sound Archive in providing an attraction for greater visitor numbers and increased revenue.  The Chairman of Community Committee confirmed that sound would be an integral part of the new museum exhibition space and that the North West Sound Archive had already begun to work with designers to identify how they could contribute in this area.

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(iii)
Planning and Development Committee – 17 January 2008

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(iv)
Personnel Committee – 23 January 2008

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(v)
Housing Committee – 24 January 2008

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(vi)
Policy and Finance Committee – 29 January 2008

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(vii)
Parish Council Liaison Committee – 31 January 2008

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(viii)
Planning and Development Committee – 5 February 2008

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(ix)
Special Policy and Finance Committee – 12 February 2008
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(x)
Standards Committee – 13 February 2008

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(xi)
Licensing Committee – 14 February 2008

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.


(xii)
Overview and Scrutiny (Services) Committee – 19 February 2008
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(xiii)
Overview and Scrutiny (Resources) Committee – 21 February 2008

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.
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NOTICE OF MOTION

Consideration was given to a Notice of Motion proposed by Councillor S Hore which read as follows:

“That this Council is appalled and dismayed at the proposed Post Office closures, both in and affecting the residents of Ribble Valley.  

The loss of the Post Offices at Mellor Brook, actually just within South Ribble but serving the whole village, Newton and Billington will result in great difficulties for many of our most vulnerable residents.  The closures in Chipping, Bolton by Bowland and Bashall Eaves are to be replaced by outreach facilities at places not all of which had been formally agreed with the owners and at times which may not meet local needs.  

These proposals pay little to the particular needs of rural dwellings, where public transport facilities can be scarce and where service revision can be limited. 

The Council therefore call upon the Post Office Limited Network Change Programme to re-think their proposal and recognise the very particular needs of rural communities”.

The Notice of Motion was debated and an amendment proposed by Councillor G Sowter.  The amendment was seconded by Councillor A Knox.  A vote was taken and the amendment was approved.  

RESOLVED: 
That the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor S Hore and subsequently amended, be accepted.

“That this Council are appalled and dismayed at the proposed Post Office closures, both in and affecting the residents of Ribble Valley.  

The loss of the Post Offices at Mellor Brook, actually just within South Ribble but serving the whole village, Newton and Billington will result in great difficulties for many of our most vulnerable residents.  The closures in Chipping, Bolton by Bowland and Bashall Eaves are to be replaced by outreach facilities at places not all of which had been formally agreed with the owners and at times which may not meet local needs.  

These proposals pay little to the particular needs of rural dwellings, where public transport facilities can be scarce and where service revision can be limited.

This Council believes that the status quo is not a viable option for the Post Office.  If there is no change the Post Office as an organisation will just wither and die.

Accordingly Ribble Valley Borough Council calls upon the Government to:

· remove the Royal Mail restrictions on the Post Office to open up further business opportunities for the network;

· stop removing Government business from Post Offices;

· carry out a review of which additional Government functions could be carried out through Post Offices;

· invest in the Post Office network; and

· ensure that any replacement for the Post Office Account Card should be open freely to all pensioners and benefit recipients who wants one.

The Council therefore call upon the Post Office Limited Network Change Programme in conjunction with the Government to re-think their proposal and recognise the very particular needs of rural communities”.

The meeting closed at 8.55pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact David Morris (414400).
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