	MINUTE NUMBERS 300 



Minutes of Overview and Scrutiny (Services) Committee

Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 16 August 2005, starting at 7.00pm

Present:

Councillor A Knox (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Chief Executive, Director of Legal Services, Director of Community Services, Community Development Officer.

Also in attendance: Councillor J Holgate.

295
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors J M Flitcroft and D Taylor.

296
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 23 June 2005 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

297
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting.

298
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

299
CALL-IN OF A DECISION BY HOUSING COMMITTEE ON 21 JULY 2005

The Chief Executive submitted a report requesting Committee to consider, in accordance with the Council’s adopted procedure, a call-in of a decision made by Housing Committee on the 21 July 2005.

He informed Members that at its meeting the Housing Committee had resolved that a survey of all tenants be carried out to ascertain whether they wished their homes to be transferred to a registered social landlord or retained by the Council.  On the 28 July 2005 the Chief Executive had received a call-in notice properly signed by the five required Members relating to this decision and in accordance with the Council’s adopted procedure, the matter was now referred to the Overview and Scrutiny (Services) Committee.

If the Committee was dissatisfied with the decision of the Housing Committee and supported the call-in, the matter would be referred to the Special Council meeting on the 23 August 2005 for a final decision.  The Chief Executive reminded Members that this matter could only be referred to the special meeting if the Committee considered the decision of the Housing Committee to be contrary to the Council’s policy framework or the budget.

He informed Members that the reason for the call-in was that in the view of the Members concerned, the carrying out of a survey of tenants was likely to cause confusion and to bring the Council into disrepute unless carefully designed and conducted in accordance with official guidelines for tenant consultation on housing stock transfer options.  The Members who had initiated a call-in were of the opinion that there was insufficient time to carry out the correct procedures and give proper consideration of the costs of carrying out the survey or conduct a risk analysis of any likely adverse affects on the Council.

The Members discussed the matter in great detail and the Chief Executive advised them that in his opinion the resolution was not in accordance with parts of the Council’s Consultation Strategy and was also contrary to some of the advice contained in the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister’s Housing Transfer Manual: 2005 Programme relating to consultation.

RESOLVED:
That this Committee supports the call-in in respect of the decision made by the Housing Committee and it be referred to the Special Council meeting on the 23 August 2005 for a final decision.

300
WORK PROGRAMME 2005

(a)
Clitheroe Castle Museum


The Chairman submitted suggested terms of reference for an investigation into the reasons why the performance indicator for visits to the Castle Museum had been in the red for several quarters.  The terms of reference set out the areas which should be investigated together with methods of how this would be done.

RESOLVED:
That the terms of reference for the investigations into the Clitheroe Castle Museum be approved and a working party comprising Councillors Ainsworth, Yearing, Holtom and D Taylor, be set up to prepare an interim report for the October committee, with a final report being submitted to the Committee on 29 November 2005.

(b)
Leisure and Sports Facilities in the Ribble Valley


The Chairman submitted suggested terms of reference for an investigation of the Leisure and Sports Facilities in the Ribble Valley.  He suggested that a working party should be set up and that they should consider existing facilities which were owned by the Ribble Valley Borough Council but should also look at private facilities which were available.

RESOLVED:
That the terms of reference for the investigation into leisure and sports facilities in the Ribble Valley be approved and a working group comprising Councillors Ranson, Smith, Knox and M Sutcliffe be set up to prepare an interim report on this subject for the October meeting, with a final report being submitted to the Committee on 29 November 2005.

The meeting closed at 8.05pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact John Baldwin on extension 4408.
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