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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To seek Member agreement to the designation of two extensions to Longridge Conservation Area. 

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities

· Council Ambitions – To protect and enhance the existing environmental quality of our area.

· Community Objectives – The Ribble Valley Sustainable Community Strategy 2007-2013 has three relevant strategic objectives – maintain, protect and enhance all natural and built features that contribute to the quality of the environment.  Ensure that the design of buildings respects local character and enhances local distinctiveness.  Sustainably manage and protect industrial and historical sites.

· Corporate Priorities - Objective 3.3 of the Corporate Plan commits us to maintaining and improving the environmental quality of the Ribble Valley.  Objective 3.8 of the corporate plan commits us to conserving and enhancing the local distinctiveness and character of our towns, villages and countryside when considering development proposals.

· Other Considerations – None.

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
The Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990, Section 69, states that every local planning authority shall from time to time determine which parts of their area are areas of special architectural or historic interest, the character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance, and, shall designate these areas as conservation areas.

2.2
Section 69 of the Act also states that it is the duty of the local planning authority from time to time to review the past exercise of functions under this Section and to determine whether any parts or any further parts of their area should be designated as conservation areas.

2.3
The government’s Planning Policy Guidance Note 15 “Planning and the Historic Environment” (PPG15) Paragraph 4.7, states that there is no statutory requirement to consult prior to conservation area designation, but it is highly desirable that there should be consultation with local residents, businesses and other local interests over both the identification of areas and the definition of their boundaries.

2.4
At the Planning and Development Committee of 6 March 2008, Members agreed to the principle of extending the Longridge Conservation Area at Stonebridge Mill and Crumpax Farm and the undertaking of a public consultation in this regard.

3.
PUBLIC CONSULTATION 

3.1
The following have been consulted on the proposed designations:

(i)
All residents and businesses within the proposed Stonebridge Mill and Crumpax Farm Conservation Area extensions.

(ii)
The Town Council of Longridge.

(iii)
Longridge Heritage Committee.


Details of the proposals have also been posted on the Borough Council’s website.

3.2
Two letters of support for the proposals have been received from the Town Council of Longridge and Longridge Heritage Committee.  No other written comments have been received.

4
RISK ASSESSMENT

4.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications

· Resources – Conservation area designation and extension may result in an increase in planning applications submitted as a result of “permitted development” thresholds being reduced.  Whilst the Authority currently receives less than 10 conservation area consent applications for demolition of buildings within conservation areas each year, it should be noted that this type of application carries no submission fee.  The Borough Council is obliged to advertise conservation area consent applications and planning applications affecting a conservation area in the local press.  Currently, such advertisements do not cost less than £70 each.

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – The Council has a statutory duty to keep conservation area designations under review and to prepare and monitor management proposals.

· Political – N/A.

· Reputation – N/A.

5.
CONCLUSIONS

5.1
Public consultation would suggest that businesses and residents within the proposed Conservation Area extensions are not averse to the designation and protection of these areas for their special architectural and historic interest.

5.2
If Members designate these extensions to Longridge Conservation Area it will be necessary to notify the Secretary of State and English Heritage, and to publish details of the changes in the London Gazette and in at least one newspaper circulating in the local area (Section 70 (5 and 8) of the Planning [Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas] Act 1990).

6
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE
6.1
Designate two new extensions to Longridge Conservation Area at Stonebridge Mill and Crumpax Farm in an unaltered form from that agreed in principle at the meeting of 6 March 2008.

Director of Development Services 

BACKGROUND PAPERS 

Longridge Conservation Area Appraisal (The Conservation Studio, 2005).

For further information please ask for Adrian Dowd, extension 4513.
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