
          Minutes of Meeting of the Special Council

Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 23 August 2005 starting at 7pm


Present:

Councillor M Robinson (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance:  Chief Executive, Director of Legal Services, Director of Community Services, Director of Development Services, Director of Finance, Organisation and Member Development Manager and Housing Manager

The Mayor welcomed Mark Seaborn of Pennington Consultants and Barry Patient of Rand Associates to the meeting and also those tenants who were in the public gallery.

301

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors R E Sherras and D T Smith.

302

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Mrs Irawen Wilkinson a tenant from Lilac Grove, Clitheroe asked Members to keep tenants informed directly of decisions being taken in respect of council housing as opposed to reading about matters in the press.  She also criticised recent letters in the Clitheroe Advertiser and Times relating to the Housing Options Appraisal.  The Mayor thanked Mrs Wilkinson for her contribution.

303

STANDING ORDERS

The Leader proposed that Standing Orders 11(10) and 11(11)(a) be suspended for Agenda Item 3.

The proposal was put to the vote and carried.

304

AGENDA ITEM 3 – HOUSING OPTIONS APPRAISAL

The Chief Executive presented a written report requesting Members to consider the decisions of Housing Committee and Policy and Finance Committee in respect of the Housing Options Appraisal, and then to make a decision whether to retain the Council’s dwellings or transfer them to a Registered Social Landlord.  

He provided an overview of the work which had been carried out through the Housing Options Appraisal and reminded Members of the decisions of Housing Committee on 21 July 2005 and Policy and Finance Committee on 26 July 2005.  

The matter was then debated by Members.

Councillor M Ranson opened the debate by proposing a motion that:

1.
the tenants who took part in the Housing Option Appraisal process be thanked for their efforts on their final report;

2.
all Councillors and Officers who have contributed to the Housing Option process both through the Stock Option Working Group and through the Overview and Scrutiny investigation, be thanked;

3.
the Council receive the Housing Option Appraisal report and, in the light of this and the conclusions of the Tenants’ Jury, proceed to a ballot of all tenants and authorise the Chief Executive to take the necessary procedural steps to enable this, including applying for the Government’s 2006/07 Large Scale Voluntary Transfer (LSVT) programme;  and

4.
the matter be considered further following the result of the ballot of all tenants.

The proposal was seconded by Councillor J Holgate.

Councillor Ranson reminded Council that the catalyst for this meeting had been the Government’s decision to ensure that all Council owned housing meet the Decent Homes Standards by 2010.  In order to achieve this the Government had placed a requirement on local authorities to conduct a Housing Options Appraisal of the Council housing stock.  This requirement had been supported by detailed procedures which had to be followed by local authorities in order for Housing Options Appraisals to be “signed off” by the Government.

Councillor Ranson outlined the steps the council had taken over the last two years to complete the Housing Options Appraisal and referred to subsequent reports from consultants including a recent stock condition survey.  He also reminded Members that the Tenants’ Jury had voted in favour of stock transfer.

Councillor Ranson urged Members to vote in favour of a stock transfer so as to ensure that tenants were afforded the opportunity to make an informed decision on the matter via a comprehensive ballot.  He went on to outline some of the financial implications of stock transfer.  

Councillor Sowter reported that over 70 authorities in England had voted to retain their housing stock and felt that the Council had “drifted” into its current position.  He also expressed disappointment in respect of the consultant’s reports. Councillor Sowter urged Members to look in detail at the figures which had been presented to the Council before making a decision.

Councillor Sowter proposed the following amendment to the motion proposed by Councillor Ranson:

1.
the tenants who took part in the Housing Option Appraisal process be thanked for their efforts on their final report;

2.
all Councillors and officers who had contributed to the housing option process, both through the Stock Option Working Group and through the Overview and Scrutiny investigation, be thanked;

3.
this Council retain its housing stock and the Council Officers be instructed to draw up a business plan for the maintenance and improvement of the stock within the reasonable resources of the Council.

This amendment was seconded by Councillor D Berryman who questioned several of the figures included in the housing stock survey report.

The amendment was then debated.

Councillor Holtom reminded Members of the original proposal to ballot tenants and commended it to the Council.

Councillor C Warkman spoke in support of the amendment as did Councillor I Brown and Councillor M Sutcliffe.

Councillor S Hirst reminded Members that the Government no longer subsidised council housing and that the Right to Buy scheme contributed to the depletion in the Council’s housing stock each year.  He noted that our Consultant’s report indicated the financial burden the Council would face if it were to retain its housing stock.  As a consequence he recommended stock transfer.


Councillors S Sutcliffe questioned costings in the stock condition survey report and spoke in favour of retention and supported Councillor Sowter’s amendment.  

Councillor J Rogerson spoke in favour of transfer and was mindful of the pressures put on local authorities by central Government to do so.

Councillor F Dyson contributed to the debate highlighting the high costs of maintenance and improvement and urged Members to vote to retain the Council’s housing stock.  This view was supported by Councillor A Knox.

Councillor JB Hill reminded Members of the Government’s requirement in respect of the Housing Options Appraisal and stated his belief that the Council should transfer its housing stock so that the council tenants had the opportunity to be balloted on the issue. 

Councillor G Sowter referred to Lancaster City Council who had supported the retention of their housing stock and urged support for his amendment.

Councillor M Ranson summarised the issues which had been discussed during the debate and reaffirmed the recommendation as outlined in his original proposal.  The amendment was then put to the vote.

Councillor J B Hill proposed that Standing Order 29 be invoked in respect of a recorded vote.  This was duly supported by six Members in accordance with Standing Orders.  A recorded vote was taken as follows:

	P Ainsworth

J E Alcock

D M Bailey

C A Bartrop

D A Berryman

I F Brown

K M Butler

B M Collis

R M Croasdale

H G Douglas

F E Dyson

D C Eccleston

R J Elms

M Fielding

J N Flitcroft

J B Hill

S A Hirst

J Holgate

C J Holtom
	- Against

- Against

- For

- Against

- For

- For

- Against

- For

- For

- For

- For

- Against

- Against

- Against

- For

- Against

- Against

- Against

- Against
	B Jones 

A M Knox

J McGowan

A G Pye

E M H Ranson

J S Reese

M Robinson

J Rogerson

C E Ross

G H Sowter

C Sterry

M E Sutcliffe

J S Sutcliffe

D Taylor

J S Taylor

R J Thompson

N C Walsh

C Warkman

A Yearing
	- For

- For

- For

- Abstain

- Against

- For

- For

- Against

- For

- For

- Against

- For

- For

- Against

- Against

- Against

- Against

- For

- For


The amendment was carried by 19 votes to 18 with one abstention.

The following substantive motion was then put to the vote:

1.
the tenants who took part in the Housing Option Appraisal process be thanked for their efforts on their final report;

2.
all Councillors and officers who have contributed to the Housing Option process both through the Stock Option Working Group and through the Overview and Scrutiny investigation  be thanked;

3.
this Council retains its housing stock and the Council Officers be instructed to draw up a business plan for the maintenance and improvement of the stock within the reasonable resources of the Council.

A recorded vote was taken as follows:

	P Ainsworth

J E Alcock

D M Bailey

C A Bartrop

D A Berryman

I F Brown

K M Butler

B M Collis

R M Croasdale

H G Douglas

F E Dyson

D C Eccleston

R J Elms

M Fielding

J N Flitcroft

J B Hill

S A Hirst

J Holgate

C J Holtom
	Against

Against

For

Against

For

For

Against

For

For

For

For

Against

Against

Against

For

Against

Against

Against

Against
	B Jones 

A M Knox

J McGowan

A G Pye

E M H Ranson

J S Reese

M Robinson

J Rogerson

C E Ross

G H Sowter

C Sterry

M E Sutcliffe

J S Sutcliffe

D Taylor

J S Taylor

R J Thompson

N C Walsh

C Warkman

A Yearing
	For

For

For

Abstain

Against

For

For

Against

For

For

Against

For

For

Against

Against

Against

Against

For

For


The motion was carried by 19 votes to 18 with one abstention.  

305
AGENDA ITEM 4 – CALL IN OF A DECISION OF HOUSING COMMITTEE HELD ON 21 JULY 2005

The Chief Executive presented a written report in relation to a decision of Housing Committee which had been called in by Overview and Scrutiny Services Committee.  He asked Members to decide whether the call in was supported  or not.  The matter was debated and the Leader, Councillor J B Hill, moved that the decision of Overview and Scrutiny (Services) Committee be upheld.  

Councillor Ranson seconded the motion, which was briefly debated.

The motion was put to the vote and was carried.

RESOLVED:
That the decision of Overview and Scrutiny (Services) Committee in respect of the call in of a decision of Housing Committee held on 21 July 2005, be supported.

The meeting closed at 9.13pm.

(230805)




P Ainsworth


J E Alcock


D M Bailey


C A Bartrop


D A Berryman


I F Brown


K M Butler


B M Collis


R M Croasdale


H G Douglas


F E Dyson


D C Eccleston


R J Elms


M Fielding


J N Flitcroft


J B Hill


S A Hirst


J Holgate


C J Holtom


B Jones 


A M Knox


J McGowan


A G Pye


E M H Ranson


J S Reese


J Rogerson


C E Ross


G H Sowter


C Sterry


M E Sutcliffe


J S Sutcliffe


D Taylor


J S Taylor


R J Thompson


N C Walsh


C Warkman


A Yearing

















PAGE  
5

