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1
PURPOSE 

1.1
To inform Committee of relevant issues which have arisen since the last meeting.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities

· Council Ambitions – The following reports generally relate to the Council’s ambitions to make peoples’ lives healthier and safer.

2.
RIBBLE CATCHMENT FLOOD PLAN

2.1
The Environment Agency issued the above draft plan for three month consultation in August 2006 which concluded in December 2006.  However, because some further changes were required to meet national guidance, the revised document has recently been re-issued for comments by the 11 June 2008.  

2.2
A copy of the full document is available on


 www.environment_agency.gov.uk/regions/northwest/1072087/1697836/?version=1&lang=e

2.3
The plan is a high level strategic document with aims to develop policies to manage flood risk in the Ribble catchment over the next 50-100 years.  It presents an action plan of how these policies can be achieved including some actions for this Council to lead on.  I attach the relevant pages from the document as Appendix A to this report for your information.

2.4
In summary, the plan sets down and prescribes a number of actions and a timeframe to move this agenda forward and hopefully reduce flooding of residential properties in the longer term, in an environmentally sustainable way rather than by way of an engineered solution where practicable.  

2.5
The plan has identified the local flood warning areas and proposes suitable actions to be developed, some of which have been assigned to this Council to manage within the borough.  A similar report has been submitted to Planning and Development Committee setting out the development control implications.

3
CASTLE CEMENT LIAISON MEETING

3.1
A liaison meeting was held on 27 March 2008.  A copy of the minutes are attached as Appendix B to this report.

4
STRAY DOG ‘OUT OF HOURS’ SERVICE AND REQUEST FOR DOG CHIPPING

4.1
At its meeting on 11 March 2008, Community Committee considered a report to confirm the proposed stray dog ‘out of hours’ service.  I am pleased to report that an East Lancashire Local Authority Partnership has been set up to provide a uniform and consistent service throughout East Lancashire.

4.2
Aspen Valley Kennels has been awarded the contract and have been delivering the service since 6 April 2008.  I am pleased to report these arrangements have resulted in considerable savings for this authority in providing this service.  To date the new arrangements seem to be working generally satisfactorily, although there have been some problems for the kennels receiving a large number of calls on behalf of some local authorities and a tendency for some police officers to try to refer all dog related matters to local authorities or direct to the kennels.

4.3
At the last meeting of Community Committee, officers were asked to investigate the possibility of arranging a dog identity chip initiative in Clitheroe and Longridge.  

4.4
The Dogs Trust (formerly The Canine Defence League) were approached.  Unfortunately, they no longer provide a road show as previously.  Further enquiries were made with the RSPCA who offer a similar service but would look for contributions from the dog owners or in default from the local authority.  Unfortunately, we have no available budgets to pursue this initiative further.

5
REVISED FEES AND CHARGES – STREET TRADERS

5.1
I am pleased to report the smooth introduction and transition of the revised ‘street trader’ fees and charges following the Community Committee decision on 11 March 2008 to introduce significantly increased charges and a simplified system.

5.2
To assist traders with the significant increases, the finance department has been very helpful and have been able to offer monthly payment by Direct Debit.

6
WOODLAND BURIAL SHELTER – CLITHEROE CEMETERY 

6.1
I am pleased to report the recent successful completion of the shelter erected in the woodland section of Clitheroe Cemetery.  The scheme was a joint development and reflects the considerable efforts of the Countryside and the Cemetery and Grounds Maintenance Officers. 

6.2
The scheme was approved to be undertaken in last year’s capital programme with construction being significantly delayed due to very wet weather preventing access on site.  Fortunately, the scheme was implemented in late March/early April and has resulted in an attractive and much needed shelter being provided to the relatively exposed and remote area of the cemetery.

6.3
I attach a photograph of the completed structure for your information as Appendix C.
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