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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To seek a resolution from Committee to serve a Compulsory Purchase Order on 35 Fairsnape Avenue, Longridge.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities

· Council Ambitions – The Council is committed to matching the supply of housing to demand.

· Community Objectives – Housing.

· Corporate Priorities – None.

· Other Considerations – None.

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
In January 2007, Diane Rice, Legal Services Manager, brought a report to Committee seeking approval to compulsory purchase 35 Fairsnape Avenue, Longridge. At this time a resolution was granted.

2.2
At the time the stock transfer ballot was imminent and Christine Grimshaw, Housing Manager, was keen to purchase the property, as it was a prominent corner plot on a Council owned estate.  Therefore, it was agreed that subject to a successful vote, Ribble Valley Homes would approached the owner with a view to purchasing the property.  Tony Dunn, Development Director has made various attempts to engage with Mr Wood (the owner) but received no response.  Therefore, the property remains empty and a detrimental impact to the area.

3
ISSUES

3.1
In assessing the Council's position to proceed with a compulsory purchase order, Diane Rice recommended that we seek to obtain a new resolution.  Since the previous resolution is over 18 months old and the Committee has since changed.

4
RISK ASSESSMENT

4.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications
· Resources – The purchase of this property would be cost neutral as it is intended that it would be purchased and sold simultaneously.

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – The procedure will be dealt with by officers of the Council and within existing resources.
· Political – None.

· Reputation – None.

5
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE
5.1
Resolve to compulsory purchase 35 Fairsnape Avenue, Longridge.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

For further information please ask for Rachael Stott

, extension 4567.
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