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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To inform Committee of the additional floating support provision available to households in the Ribble Valley.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:

· Council Ambitions – To match the supply of housing to meet identified need.

· Community Objectives – Housing.

· Corporate Priorities – None.

· Other Considerations – None. 

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
Prior to October 2007, the only available tenancy floating support was for households in the temporary accommodation units and Carr Gomm provided this.  This support is still available across the 9 units of temporary accommodation. The service is funded through Supporting People.

3
CURRENT POSITION

3.1
Since October 2007, Calico has been in operation in Ribble Valley providing floating support.  Calico were awarded the contract for East Lancs and are contracted to provide 55,000 hours throughout East Lancashire in the first year, enabling people to live independently.  The service provides support and advice to people who need assistance to gain skills to live independently.  This includes support finding a home, setting up a home, getting the right benefits, access to education and employment.  The service is beneficial to the housing needs service.  The numbers of households in housing need accessing the Council for advice is increasing monthly; within the last month 33 households came to the Council seeking housing advice.  In 2007/08 230 household approached the housing needs service for advice 90% were seeking accommodation.

3.2
Where appropriate these households will be referred to Calico for support in attempting to prevent the household becoming homeless.

3.3
The service is in its early stages, however within the Ribble Valley there are currently 2 full-time members of staff providing the service.  The initial interview with the household is often provided in the Housing interview room.  To date 37 households have been assessed by the service and there are currently 12 receiving regular support.  Housing needs service at Ribble Valley provide the greatest number of referrals followed by the Mental Health Team and Social Services.

3
RISK ASSESSMENT

3.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications
· Resources – The service is an added resource for the Housing Needs service.

· Technical, Environmental and Legal - None
· Political - None

· Reputation – The floating support is service demonstrates the councils commitment to homelessness prevention.

4
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE
4.1
 Note the contents of this report.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE

For further information please ask for Rachael Stott, extension 4567.

(05060809)
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