	MINUTE NUMBERS 327 - 329 



Minutes of Community Committee

Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 6 September 2005 starting at 7.00pm

Present:

Councillor R J Thompson (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Director of Community Services and Street Scene Manager.

317
APOLOGIES



An apology for absence from the meeting was submitted on behalf of Councillor 


S Hirst.

318
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 12 July 2005 were approved as a correct record subject to the change of the wording in relation to minute 184 which should read:  “The Director of Development Services submitted a report informing members that the Clean Neighbourhood and Environment Act has received Royal assent “ - not accent as had been previously recorded.

RESOLVED:
That subject to this amendment the minutes be approved and signed by the Chairman.

319
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting.

320
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

321
LANCASHIRE HIGHWAYS PARTNERSHIP

The Street Scene Manager referred to minute 175 of Committee dated 12 July 2005 in relation to the future of the Lancashire Highways Partnership.  He reminded members that at their last meeting they had agreed to the continuation extension and expansion of the Highways Partnership beyond the 1 July 2006 and that a letter should be sent from the Chairman of this Committee and the Director of Community Services to the portfolio folder holder for highways at Lancashire County Council setting out this Council’s wishes in respect of the future of the Lancashire Highways Partnership and the delivery of highway maintenance and traffic safety services in the Borough in the future.

At a meeting of the County Council’s Cabinet on Thursday, 1 September 2005 their members had decided to choose Option 2 in relation to a consultation period on the future of the Lancashire Highways Partnership.  That option indicated that the client highways function should be withdrawn from District Councils and should be taken over by Lancashire County Council with effect from 1 July 2006.  The Street Scene Manager apologised for the fact that he was having to distribute information at the meeting, but this was due to the very short timescale involved.  The Council had been advised of this decision in a letter dated 2 September 2005 and the deadline for response to the consultation was given as 23 September 2005. 

The Street Scene Manager gave his comments on the report and underlined the effect this would have on staffing levels and service delivery both direct and indirect within the Borough Council.  He also pointed out that the move was likely to remove the local highways office from Whalley to Burnley.

Members were critical of the short timescale for the consultation and echoed many of the Street Scene Manager’s comments.  They felt there was considerable opposition to the proposal from Lancashire Districts and even some County Councillors.  

RESOLVED:
That

1.
a response to the consultation document be delegated to the Director of Community Services in consultation with the Chair and Shadow Chair of this Committee;

2.
the Director of Community Services instigate a lobby of County Councillors seeking their support for our opposition to the proposed changes;

3.
a similar exercise be also pursued with neighbouring Borough Councils; and

4.
the Director of Community Services in his response express the Council’s concern at what it regards as the discourteous and undemocratic manner in which this matter was being dealt with by the County Council.

322
DRAFT SPORT AND PHYSICAL ACTIVITY STRATEGY 2005/2008

The Director of Community Services submitted a draft Sport and Recreation Strategy for the three year period 2005/2008 for consideration and approval.  He reminded members that the current Sport and Recreation Strategy was in need of a complete review as there had been changes internally within a reproduced Corporate Strategy and also nationally and regionally where policy had altered over the duration of the previous strategy.  

It was also important that the Sport and Recreation Strategy was established and formed the basis of a revised Sport and Recreation Service Plan.

He commented that the emphasis in regional and national policy was very much around increasing participation in sport and physical activity.  A primary outcome of the Government’s “Game Plan” initiative produced by the Department of Culture Media and Sports had set out a mass participation sculpture aiming for a target of 70% of the population to be reasonably active with 30 minutes moderate exercise five times a week by 2020.  To achieve and increase in participation levels which would achieve an increase in those levels, the service needed to maintain existing customers but must also increase accessibility and opportunities for certain key focus groups.  The core themes of the Strategy would centre upon:

· Young people

· Older people 

· Health and well-being 

· Safe and stronger communities 

· Rural isolation.  

The Director pointed out that these themes resonate with the Council’s ambitions, with the proposed Local Area Agreement themes, and with national agendas.

There were three fundamental enabling themes which would impact upon each of the above and they were:

· Consultation, communication and marketing

· Performance management and intelligence

· Resources/capacity.

Members welcomed the Strategy and suggested a number of minor wording amendments to the draft.

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
accept the contents of the Strategy; and

2.
agree to the draft Strategy being distributed to relevant partners for comment.

323
CLITHEROE CYCLING GRAND PRIX – RIBBLE VALLEY CYCLING STRATEGY

The Street Scene Manager referred to his report on the recent Clitheroe Cycling Grand Prix and sought members’ approval to organise a similar event next year.  He also commented that on the day of the Grand Prix the Council’s Cycling Strategy had been launched and he highlighted the relationship between the Cycling Strategy and the Council’s Ambitions and Priorities.

Following approval of the Council’s Cycling Strategy an event was arranged to both launch the Strategy officially and carry out the first activity in the action plan.  The Clitheroe Cycling Grand Prix was organised to take place on Wednesday, 3 August along with events for young people connected with cycling on the Castle Field in Clitheroe.  Over 40 riders had taken part in the main event with a crowd estimated in the region of 5,000 watching with great interest.

He also commented favourably on the following issue:

· Road closures

· Sponsorship

· Media coverage

· Feedback from cyclists

All in all the event had been very successful and one which he felt could be built on for future years and should form a part in the Council’s events calendar.  

He also commented on another cycling event that the Council had contributed to and which had travelled through the Borough which was the Pendle and Ribble Valley Road Race which had taken place on Sunday, 17 July 2005.  Whilst in itself this had been a successful event, it had not evoked as much response in the area as had the Grand Prix.  A field of nearly 100 riders had taken part in a 158km road race that went through several villages in the Borough twice on a Sunday morning.  The race had achieved local publicity after the event and our partners Pendle Borough Council, who had organised the race with British Cycling, were very appreciative of our support.  Members also commented very favourably on the Clitheroe Cycling Grand Prix and congratulated the Street Scene Manager and his staff on their organisation of the event.

RESOLVED:
That Committee agree to hold a similar town centre cycle event and associated appropriate activities in Clitheroe on Wednesday, 2 August 2006.

324
ROYAL LANCASHIRE SHOW

The Director of Community Services referred to his report on the future presence of the Council at the Royal Lancashire Show.  He pointed out that when the show had come to the Ribble Valley three years ago the Council had a major presence via a large marquee which hosted a range of partner agencies along with Council services.  The Council had hosted a reception for members, partners and guests and the cost had been shared between the Local Strategic Partnership and the Borough Council.

The second year had seen a broadly similar presence with costs once again being shared between the LSP and the Council.  This year, however, had seen a change in the format to a dedicated Borough Council marquee and due to less funding the members/guests reception had been omitted.

The quality of the marquee and its displays had been high over the three years but had taken a great deal of staff time to organise, particularly in Economic Development and Tourism.  The displays within the marquee had met with varying degrees of interest, with by far the greatest interest on Tourism enquiries.  This was not surprising as many visitors to the show came from outside of the Ribble Valley.

He now sought members’ views on the future of the event and particular the Borough Council’s involvement and presence at such an event.  Members spoke generally favourably about the prestigious nature of the Royal Lancashire Show being sited within the Ribble Valley but concern was expressed about the level of presence which the Borough Council had had in the third year.  It was recognised that this was principally due to key partners not taking part within the Ribble Valley marquee and a cut back in funding.

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
note the contents of the report;

2.
consider concentrating on the achievements of the Ribble Valley Borough Council as well as tourism as the main theme for future marquees; 

3.
agree to some form of reception for future years; and

4.
approve the allocation of a dedicated budget which would reflect the costs associated with staging the event, with the detail to be determined as part of the wider budgetary process.

325
CLITHEROE CASTLE BANDSTAND – PINK FLOYD TRIBUTE CONCERT

The Director of Community Services reported on the success of the Pink Floyd Tribute Concert held on 6 August 2005 at the Castle Bandstand.  The event was sold out with 1200 people in attendance and was well organised, marshalled and publicised.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

326
REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE OF CHILDREN’S PLAY AREAS

The Director of Community Services raised a number of issues relating to the repair and maintenance of children’s play areas following the decision to remove funding from this Committee’s budget for work of that nature.  He commented that in some play areas equipment had had to be taken out of use, particularly where swings had either been worn out or vandalised.  In particular he referred to  the problem with the space net in the play area on the Castle grounds.  He also pointed out that if equipment was not adequately maintained and repaired the consequences were accidents and injuries leading to claims against the Council, removal of equipment for safety reasons due to lack of funding to repair or replace parts, decline of play areas as an asset to the community and loss of facilities for children and teenagers.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

327
CARAVAN COMPENDIUM – A GUIDE TO POLICY AND IMPLEMENTATION

Committee received a report for information which reviewed the key issues and put forward a guidance document which drew together relevant Council policy.  The report had been submitted to Planning and Development Committee on 14 June 2005.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

328
LEGIONELLA POLICY 

The Director of Community Services submitted, for information, the Council’s Control of Legionella Bacteria Policy which had been approved by Policy and Finance Committee at their meeting on 26 July 2005.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

329
GENERAL REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES 

The Director of Community Services submitted a report for Committee’s information on the progress of various aspects of arts, sports development and indoor leisure provision. 

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

The meeting closed at 8.03pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact John Heap (414461).
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