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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To inform Committee of a consultation paper issued by the Department of Communities and Local Government and to formulate this Council’s response.

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
In 2009 there will be, in this area, County Council and European Parliamentary elections.  The dates, unless altered, will be 7 May 2009 and 4 June 2009 respectively.  

3
ISSUES

3.1
The Department for Communities and Local Government has written to the Council to ask for comments on a proposal to move the date of the local (County Council) elections from 7 May to 4 June.  The letter also refers to arrangements for Parish elections; there are non scheduled in 2009 in this area.

3.2
The report attached to the letter (both are attached as Appendix 1) sets out at paragraphs 8-14 the benefits of holding the two elections on the same day, and considers practical issues in paragraphs 15-18.  The specific issues on which views are sought are set out in paragraph 2.8, the date for by which consultation responses are requested is the 11 August 2009 are set out in paragraph 28.

3.3
The contents of paragraph 28 with suggested responses are set out below.


Do you believe the Government should seek to move the date of the local elections in 2009 from 7 May to 4 June so that they are held on the same day as the European Parliamentary elections?  Yes.


If we move the elections to principal authorities (as listed at Appendix B) should we also move the date of Parish Council elections where they are scheduled to take place on 7 May 2009?  Not applicable in this area.


What practical issues do you foresee in combining effectively local and where applicable Parish elections with the European Parliamentary elections?  At the recent meeting with the Electoral Commission confusion arose as to the boundaries which would be applied to the European Parliamentary elections.  It would be essential to ensure that the boundaries used matched the County Council boundaries.  


In previous recent elections, one of the main practical issues has been the capacity of printers to deal with the increased number of postal votes and therefore ample time to prepare would be essential in order to ensure that two different sets of ballot papers, postal votes etc, stationery could be prepared. 


The method of voting used should be the same (the last European election was all postal), and clear guidance should be issued regarding counting – unless the traditional arrangements are altered there will have to be two separate counts, causing increased cost (County Council Thursday, European Sunday).


What action do you think should be taken to address these practical issues (whether by local authorities, government or the Electoral Commission)?  The position would be improved by the Electoral Commission specifying standard formats for all documents to be used rather than the present helpful but not compulsory guidance.  This would ensure that all printers are providing the same format.


An extension of the time between closure of nominations and the election would also enable the postal voting system to be more effective.


Consideration should also be given, in terms of ensuring efficiency at the count, to removing the right for postal voters to deliver postal votes to polling stations up until the close of poll.  This could be dealt with either by removing the opportunity to deliver to polling stations completely or placing a time limit on deliveries.

4
RISK ASSESSMENT

4.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications:

· Resources – N/A.

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – N/A.

· Political – N/A.

· Reputation – N/A.
5
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE
5.1
Note the contents of the consultation document.

5.2
Approve the proposed responses as set out at paragraph 3.3 above.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE

For further information please ask for Diane Rice

, extension 4418.

(10060802)
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