	



          Minutes of Meeting of the Council

Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 18 December 2007 starting at 6pm


Present:

Councillor D Taylor (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance:  Chief Executive, Director of Community Services, Director of Development Services, Director of Resources, HR Manager and Legal Services Manager

663

PRAYERS

Councillor S Hirst opened the meeting with prayers. 

664

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors Alcock, Barrett, Croasdale, Fielding and Rimmer.

665

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest. 

666

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There were no items of public participation.

667

Council MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 30 October 2007 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

668

MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS

The Mayoral communications were received and noted.

669

LEADERS REPORT

The Leader began by congratulating those members and staff who had been involved in the recent Housing Stock transfer ballot, and noted that a high turn out had been achieved during the ballot which had resulted in an 86% vote in favour of the transfer.  The Leader thanked Councillors for their support during all the deliberations regarding the transfer.  

The Leader went on to highlight that the Council had now introduced the second stage of the three stream waste collection service.  He acknowledged that there were many lessons to be learned from the process but reminded Members that the Council took pride in the fact that as a rural authority the Council understood the needs and aspirations of its rural citizens, particularly in relation to the issues surrounding three stream waste collection.  The Leader confirmed that the next phase of the three stream waste service was due to be started in May 2008 with the remaining 12,000 homes to be integrated into the system.  However, in view of the lessons learned from the recent exercise and the logistics of the operation, he confirmed that he would be asking Community Committee and Officers to consider whether the next stage should be rolled out as two phases, one in May 2008 and one in September 2008.  

The Leader then went on to report on key areas of activity which the Council was currently engaged in.

Job Evaluation

This was still ongoing and appeal procedures were well under way.  The Leader was hopeful that all appeals would be heard early in 2008.  

CPA

The Leader reminded Members that the CPA inspection was due to commence in late January and he was hopeful of a positive outcome.  

Annual Report

The Leader commented that an annual report had been launched recently.  The report set out the business of the Council in clear, precise and understandable language outlining what the authority had achieved in the past year and its plans for the future.  

Clitheroe Castle Scheme

The Clitheroe Castle Scheme continued to move ahead satisfactorily and the Leader confirmed that an update on progress would be presented to Community Committee in due course.  

Reconstitution of Committees

The Leader announced that a new cross party working group would be set up in the New Year to look at improvements and streamlining of the existing Committee structure with particular regard to Housing Committee and Community Committee.  

Finally, the Leader noted that there were many areas which needed to be addressed in the next few months, including the key task of setting the budget and the council tax.  The Leader stated that he was confident that the Budget Working Group would produce a budget which reflected the needs and aspirations of the Ribble Valley. 

670

LEADERS QUESTION TIMES

The Shadow Leader, Councillor Knox, put three questions to the Leader.  

Firstly, he asked the Leader to explain what public consultation there would be on the budget proposals for 2008/09.  The Leader thanked Councillor Knox for his question and confirmed that the Council had a statutory duty to consult with business rate payers representatives on budget proposals for the coming year. He also commented that local authorities were increasingly being encouraged by Central Government and the Audit Commission to consult with residents on both the budget and levels of council tax.  He confirmed that he would ask the Director of Resources to produce a paper on consultation for the next meeting of the Budget Working Group.  

Councillor Knox asked if the Leader would put the budget out for referendum and would he include more resources for street cleansing in the budget.  The Leader responded that he did not believe a referendum on council tax was feasible.  He did acknowledge the issues concerning street cleansing and confirmed that the matter would be given due consideration by the Budget Working Group.  

Next, Councillor Knox asked if the Council intended to sign up to the Nottingham Declaration on climate change.  The Leader reported that a Climate Change briefing session had been arranged for Monday, 14 January and he encouraged all Members to attend.  He also confirmed that the Forward Planning Manager would be reporting on a Lancashire Climate Change Strategy at the January meeting of Policy and Finance Committee, and that the Lancashire Leaders Group had agreed to sign up to a Lancashire version of the Nottingham Declaration. 

Councillor Knox urged that the Council take the issue of climate change and its carbon footprint very seriously.  The Leader confirmed that action was indeed taking place on these matters.  

Finally, Councillor Knox asked if the Leader would join with him in resisting any proposed closures of Ribble Valley post offices when the Post Office announced its closure consultation for Lancashire in January.  The Leader commented that local post offices were vital to the preservation of rural communities, and as such felt it important that the Council use whatever influence it could to resist any closures in Ribble Valley.  Councillor Knox commented that he looked forward to working together with the Leader on the issue.  

Councillor Berryman asked a question regarding CCTV coverage in the Salthill Ward.  He reported on a recent case of vandalism where the CCTV cameras had not recorded any footage of the incident as the camera was being used for the Automatic Number Plate Recognition system and therefore the recording function of the camera was not available at the same time.  He asked if the Leader could discuss the matter with the police with a view to upgrading the system.  The Leader thanked Councillor Berryman for his question and confirmed that the issue had been discussed with the police.  Details of costs associated with separating the two different systems had been provided to the police and the Crime and Disorder Partnership were awaiting a response.  

Councillor Hill then submitted a question to the Leader regarding the provision, collection and disposal of dog waste bins in Read and the financial contribution made by parish to that provision.  He asked if a progress report and any financial considerations related to dog waste bins and associated concurrent functions by the Budget Working Group be referred to the Parish Council Liaison Committee at the earliest opportunity.  The Leader confirmed that this could be arranged.  

Councillor Hill then asked a further question outlining concerns raised by constituents in his ward regarding the lack of sufficient receptacles for the deposit of discarded cigarettes outside public premises.  He asked for clarification on the role of the Council in relation to the provision of suitable cigarette waste receptacles.  The Leader thanked Councillor Hill for his question and confirmed that there was no legal requirement for premises to provide specific cigarette receptacles outside their premises.  It was, however, possible to issue a Fixed Penalty notice to anyone caught disposing of cigarette remains irresponsibly.  He stated that the Council was not aware of any specific problems relating to the Read area, but confirmed that if issues/problems were reported specific to premises, patrons or employees, then approaches would be made to resolve the issues.  

671

SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY STRATEGY 

Consideration was given to the written report of the Director of Development Services seeking approval for the Ribble Valley Sustainable Community Strategy 2007/2013.  

The Director of Development Services outlined the Council’s duty under Part 1 of the Local Government Act 2000 to publish a sustainable Community Strategy as a guide to enhancement of the quality of life in the area.  He confirmed that the Sustainable Community Strategy was an over arching document which informed the work of partners within the Borough including Borough and County Council, PCTs and the police.  

The Director of Development Services reminded Members that the consultation draft of the strategy had been published in July 2007 and since then had been subject to an extensive consultation exercise.  The final version of the strategy had been approved by Policy and Finance Committee at its meeting on 20 November 2007 and was now submitted to Council for final approval.  The Director of Development Services confirmed that the strategy would be subject to regular monitoring and evaluation and a formal annual review.  

Members discussed the report, particularly the involvement of the Trinity Partnership in several of the actions.

RESOLVED:
That the Council approve and adopt the Ribble Valley Sustainable Community Strategy document as included in the Agenda, together with the incorporation of appropriate illustrative materials and introductory statements from the Leader of the Council and Chair of the Ribble Valley Strategic Partnership.  

672

COMMITTEE MINUTES

(i)
Community Committee – 6 November 2007

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(ii)
Planning and Development Committee – 8 November 2007

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received, subject to an amendment to Minute 537 which should record that a representative of County Estates attended the meeting to discuss application number 3/2007/0657/P.

(iii)
Personnel Committee – 14 November 2007

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received with the exception of Minute No. 558.

673
MINUTE 558 COMPREHENSIVE EQUALITY POLICY

Members were asked to approve a Comprehensive Equality Policy for the Council.

RESOLVED:
That the Comprehensive Equality Policy be adopted. 

(iv)
Policy and Finance Committee – 20 November 2007

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(vi)
Parish Council Liaison Committee – 22 November 2007

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(vii)
Planning and Development Committee – 27 November 2007 
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(viii)
Accounts and Audit Committee – 28 November 2007

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(ix)
Licensing Committee – 29 November 2007

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received with the exception of Minute No. 631.

674
MINUTE 631 – LICENSING POLICY


Members were asked to approve the revised Licensing Policy for the Council.

RESOLVED:
That the Licensing Policy as submitted be approved and adopted.

(x)
Housing Committee – 3 December 2007

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(xi)
Overview and Scrutiny Services Committee – 4 December 2007

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(xii)
Overview and Scrutiny Resources Committee – 6 December 2007

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

The meeting closed at 7.18pm

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact David Morris (414400).
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