	



Minutes of Meeting of the Council

Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 6 March 2007 starting at 7.00pm

Present:

Councillor P Ainsworth (Chairman)

Councillors:

 
In attendance:  Chief Executive, Director of Resources, Director of Development Services, Director of Community Services, Legal Services Manager, Human Resources Manager, Housing Manager and Madeline Nelson (consultant), PricewaterhouseCoopers. 

778

PRAYERS

The Rev J Hartley opened the meeting with prayers. 

779

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors J E Alcock, K M Butler, B M Collis, R M Croasdale, D C Eccleston, J McGowan, A G Pye and C Warkman.

780

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

781

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There were no items of public participation. 
782

Council MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 19 December 2006 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

783

MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS

The Mayoral communications were received and noted.

784
CONSULTATION WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF NON-DOMESTIC  RATEPAYERS 

Consideration was given to the written report of the Director of Resources referring to a meeting which had taken place with representatives of non‑domestic ratepayers on the Council's budget proposals.  The meeting had been attended by Mr Atherton of Whalley Chamber of Trade.  The report was proposed by Councillor C Holtom and seconded by Councillor S Hirst.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted. 

785

BUDGET 2007/2008

Consideration was given to the written report of the Director of Resources concerning the budget for 2007/2008 and the setting of the different amounts of Council Tax for different parts of the Council’s area where special items applied (Parish Precepts).

Enclosed with the report was the budget summary for the financial year 2007/2008 which contained details of revenue and capital requirements.  The budget proposals as contained in the report were moved by Councillor C Holtom and seconded by Councillor S Hirst.

RESOLVED:
That the Council

1.
approve the following submitted by the Policy and Finance Committee and included in the summary budget book:

a)
the revised revenue estimates for 2006/2007 and the revenue estimates for 2007/2008.

b)
the revised capital programme for 2006/2007 and the capital programme for 2007/2008 to 20011/2012;

2.
approve the prudential indicators and borrowing limits as set out in Annex 1; and

3.
note that the Director of Resources has determined the following amounts for 2007/2008, in accordance with regulations made under Section 33(5) of the Local Government Finance Act 1992:

a)
22,208 being the amount calculated by the Council, in accordance with Regulation 3 of the Local Authorities (Calculation of Council Tax Base) Regulations 2003, as its Council Tax base for the year.

b)
part of the Council's area:

	Aighton, Bailey & Chaigley
	440

	Balderstone
	197

	Bashall Eaves, Great Mitton & Little Mitton
	189

	Billington & Langho
	2,096

	Bolton by Bowland, Gisburn Forest & Sawley
	489

	Bowland Forest (High)
	61

	Bowland Forest (Low)
	84

	Bowland with Leagram
	74

	Chatburn
	391

	Chipping
	480

	Clayton le Dale
	519

	Clitheroe
	5,112

	Dinckley
	40

	Downham
	54

	Dutton
	102

	Gisburn
	214

	Grindleton
	350

	Horton
	44

	Hothersall
	74

	Longridge
	2,722

	Mearley
	6

	Mellor
	1,001

	Newsholme
	19

	Newton
	139

	Osbaldeston
	101

	Paythorne
	43

	Pendleton
	103

	Ramsgreave
	282

	Read
	565

	Ribchester
	655

	Rimington & Middop
	228

	Sabden
	515

	Salesbury
	181

	Simonstone
	510

	Slaidburn & Easington
	152

	Thornley with Wheatley
	157

	Twiston
	35

	Waddington
	437

	West Bradford
	363

	Whalley 
	1,476

	Wilpshire
	1,005

	Wiswell
	460

	Worston
	43

	
	22,208



being the amounts calculated by the Council, in accordance with Regulation 6 of the regulations, as the amounts of its council tax base for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which one or more special items relate.

4.
Calculate the following amounts for 2007/08, in accordance with Sections 32 to 36 of the Local Government and Finance Act 1992:

	a)
	a)
	£27,431,164
	Being the aggregate of the amounts which the Council estimates for the items set out in Section 32(2) (a) to (e) of the Act;



	b)
	b)
	£20,505,665
	Being the aggregate of the amounts which the Council estimates for the items set out in Section 32(3) (a) to (c) of the Act;



	c)
	c)
	£6,925,499
	Being the amount by which the aggregate at 4(a) above exceeds the aggregate at 4(b) above, calculated by the Council in accordance with Section 32(4) of the Act as its budget requirement for the year;



	d)
	d)
	£3,741,375
	Being the aggregate of the sums which the Council estimates will be payable for the year into its general fund in respect of redistributed non domestic rates and revenue support grant and increased by the amount which the Council estimates will be transferred in the year from its collection fund to its general fund pursuant to the collection fund directions under Sections 97(3) (council tax surplus) and Section 98(4) of the Local Government Finance Act 1988 (community charge surplus);



	e)
	e)
	£143.37
	Being the amount at 4(c) above less the amount at 4(d) above all divided by the amount at 3(a) above, calculated by the Council in accordance with Section 33(1) of the Act as the basic amount of council tax for the year;



	f)
	f)
	£326,994
	Being the aggregate amount of all special items referred to in Section 34(1) of the Act;



	g)
	g)
	£128.65
	Being the amount at 4(e) above less the result given by dividing the amount at 4(f) above by the amount at 3(a) above, calculated by the Council in accordance with Section 34(2) of the Act as the basic amount of its council tax for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which no special item relates;



h)
Parts of the Council's area:

	
	Band D

£

	Aighton, Bailey & Chaigley
	138.88

	Balderstone
	135.25

	Bashall Eaves, Great Mitton & Little Mitton
	134.18

	Billington & Langho
	142.70

	Bolton by Bowland, Gisburn Forest & Sawley
	134.78

	Bowland Forest Higher
	155.70

	Bowland Forest Lower
	142.94

	Bowland with Leagram
	138.11

	Chatburn
	153.20

	Chipping
	142.63

	Clayton le Dale
	132.50

	Clitheroe
	146.16

	Dutton
	141.40

	Gisburn
	142.67

	Grindleton
	142.94

	Hothersall
	138.79

	Longridge
	143.06

	Mellor
	144.63

	Newton
	143.04

	Osbaldeston
	136.08

	Pendleton
	138.36

	Ramsgreave
	134.68

	Read
	140.15

	Ribchester
	139.52

	Rimington & Middop
	144.00

	Sabden
	156.22

	Salesbury
	137.49

	Simonstone
	142.32

	Slaidburn & Easington
	138.52

	Waddington
	153.82

	West Bradford
	142.70

	Whalley 
	148.02

	Wilpshire
	142.58

	Wiswell
	140.61



being the amounts given by adding to the amount at 4(g) above the amounts of the special item relating to dwellings in those parts of the Council's area mentioned above, divided in each case by the amount in 3(b) above, calculated by the Council in accordance with Section 34(3) of the Act as the basic amount of its council tax for dwellings in those parts of its area to which the special item relates;

i)
Part of the Council's area:

	
	VALUATION BANDS

	
	A

£
	B

£
	C

£
	D

£
	E

£
	F

£
	G

£
	H

£

	Aighton, Bailey & Chaigley
	92.59
	108.02
	123.45
	138.88
	169.74
	200.61
	231.47
	277.76

	Balderstone
	90.17
	105.19
	120.23
	135.25
	165.31
	195.36
	225.42
	270.50

	Bashall Eaves, Great Mitton & Little Mitton
	89.46
	104.36
	119.28
	134.18
	164.00
	193.82
	223.64
	268.36

	Billington & Langho
	95.14
	110.99
	126.85
	142.70
	174.41
	206.12
	237.84
	285.40

	Bolton by Bowland, Gisburn Forest & Sawley
	89.86
	104.83
	119.81
	134.78
	164.73
	194.68
	224.64
	269.56

	Bowland Forest Higher
	103.80
	121.10
	138.40
	155.70
	190.30
	224.90
	259.50
	311.40

	Bowland Forest Lower
	95.30
	111.17
	127.06
	142.94
	174.71
	206.47
	238.24
	285.88

	Bowland with Leagram
	92.08
	107.42
	122.77
	138.11
	168.80
	199.49
	230.19
	276.22

	Chatburn
	102.14
	119.15
	136.18
	153.20
	187.25
	221.29
	255.34
	306.40

	Chipping
	95.09
	110.93
	126.79
	142.63
	174.33
	206.02
	237.72
	285.26

	Clayton le Dale
	88.34
	103.05
	117.78
	132.50
	161.95
	191.39
	220.84
	265.00

	Clitheroe
	97.44
	113.68
	129.92
	146.16
	178.64
	211.12
	243.60
	292.32

	Dutton
	94.27
	109.98
	125.69
	141.40
	172.82
	204.25
	235.67
	282.80

	Gisburn
	95.12
	110.96
	126.82
	142.67
	174.38
	206.08
	237.79
	285.34

	Grindleton
	95.30
	111.17
	127.06
	142.94
	174.71
	206.47
	238.24
	285.88

	Hothersall
	92.53
	107.95
	123.37
	138.79
	169.63
	200.48
	231.32
	277.58

	Longridge
	95.38
	111.27
	127.17
	143.06
	174.85
	206.64
	238.44
	286.12

	Mellor
	96.42
	112.49
	128.56
	144.63
	176.77
	208.91
	241.05
	289.26

	Newton
	95.36
	111.25
	127.15
	143.04
	174.83
	206.62
	238.40
	286.08

	Osbaldeston
	90.72
	105.84
	120.96
	136.08
	166.32
	196.56
	226.80
	272.16

	Pendleton
	92.24
	107.61
	122.99
	138.36
	169.11
	199.86
	230.60
	276.72

	Ramsgreave
	89.79
	104.75
	119.72
	134.68
	164.61
	194.54
	224.47
	269.36

	Read
	93.44
	109.00
	124.58
	140.15
	171.30
	202.44
	233.59
	280.30

	Ribchester
	93.02
	108.51
	124.02
	139.52
	170.53
	201.53
	232.54
	279.04

	Rimington & Middop
	96.00
	112.00
	128.00
	144.00
	176.00
	208.00
	240.00
	288.00

	Sabden
	104.15
	121.50
	138.87
	156.22
	190.94
	225.65
	260.37
	312.44

	Salesbury
	91.66
	106.94
	122.22
	137.49
	168.04
	198.60
	229.15
	274.98

	Simonstone
	94.88
	110.69
	126.51
	142.32
	173.95
	205.58
	237.20
	284.64

	Slaidburn & Easington
	92.35
	107.74
	123.13
	138.52
	169.30
	200.09
	230.87
	277.04

	Waddington
	102.55
	119.64
	136.73
	153.82
	188.00
	222.19
	256.37
	307.64

	West Bradford
	95.14
	110.99
	126.85
	142.70
	174.41
	206.12
	237.84
	285.40

	Whalley 
	98.68
	115.13
	131.58
	148.02
	180.91
	213.81
	246.70
	296.04

	Wilpshire
	95.06
	110.89
	126.74
	142.58
	174.27
	205.95
	237.64
	285.16

	Wiswell
	93.74
	109.36
	124.99
	140.61
	171.86
	203.11
	234.35
	281.22

	All Other Parts of the Council's Area
	85.77
	100.06
	114.36
	128.65
	157.24
	185.83
	214.42
	257.30



being the amounts given by multiplying the amounts at 4(g) and 4(h) by the number which, in proportion set out in Section 5(1) of the Act, is applicable to dwellings listed in a particular valuation band divided by the number which in that proportion is applicable to dwellings listed in valuation band D, calculated by the Council in accordance with Section 36(1) of the Act, as the amounts to be taken into account for the year in respect of categories of dwellings listed in different valuation bands.

5.
Note, that for 2007/08 Lancashire County Council has stated the following amounts in precepts issued to the Council, in accordance with Section 40 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, for each of the categories of dwellings shown below:

	Valuation Bands

	A

£
	B

£
	C

£
	D

£
	E

£
	F

£
	G

£
	H

£

	697.47
	813.71
	929.96
	1,046.20
	1,278.69
	1,511.18
	1,743.67
	2,092.40


6.
Note, that for 2007/08 Lancashire Police Authority has stated the following amounts in precepts issued to the Council, in accordance with Section 40 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, for each of the categories of dwellings shown below:

	Valuation Bands

	A

£
	B

£
	C

£
	D

£
	E

£
	F

£
	G

£
	H

£

	83.97
	97.96
	111.96
	125.95
	153.94
	181.93
	209.92
	251.90


7.
Note, that for 2007/08 Lancashire Combined Fire Authority has stated the following amounts in precepts issued to the Council, in accordance with Section 40 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, for each of the categories of dwellings shown below:

	Valuation Bands

	A

£
	B

£
	C

£
	D

£
	E

£
	F

£
	G

£
	H

£

	38.29
	44.68
	51.06
	57.44
	70.20
	82.97
	95.73
	114.88


8.
Having calculated the aggregate in each case of the amounts at 4(i), 5, 6 and 7 above, the Council, in accordance with Section 30(2) of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, hereby sets the following amounts as the amounts of council tax for 2007/08 for each of the categories of dwellings shown below:

	
	VALUATION BANDS

	
	A

£
	B

£
	C

£
	D

£
	E

£
	F

£
	G

£
	H

£

	Aighton, Bailey & Chaigley
	912.32
	1064.37
	1216.43
	1368.47
	1672.57
	1976.69
	2280.79
	2736.94

	Balderstone
	909.90
	1061.54
	1213.21
	1364.84
	1668.14
	1971.44
	2274.74
	2729.68

	Bashall Eaves, Great Mitton & Little Mitton
	909.19
	1060.71
	1212.26
	1363.77
	1666.83
	1969.90
	2272.96
	2727.54

	Billington & Langho
	914.87
	1067.34
	1219.83
	1372.29
	1677.24
	1982.20
	2287.16
	2744.58

	Bolton by Bowland, Gisburn Forest & Sawley
	909.59
	1061.18
	1212.79
	1364.37
	1667.56
	1970.76
	2273.96
	2728.74

	Bowland Forest Higher
	923.53
	1077.45
	1231.38
	1385.29
	1693.13
	2000.98
	2308.82
	2770.58

	Bowland Forest Lower
	915.03
	1067.52
	1220.04
	1372.53
	1677.54
	1982.55
	2287.56
	2745.06

	Bowland with Leagram
	911.81
	1063.77
	1215.75
	1367.70
	1671.63
	1975.57
	2279.51
	2735.40

	Chatburn
	921.87
	1075.50
	1229.16
	1382.79
	1690.08
	1997.37
	2304.66
	2765.58

	Chipping
	914.82
	1067.28
	1219.77
	1372.22
	1677.16
	1982.10
	2287.04
	2744.44

	Clayton le Dale
	908.07
	1059.40
	1210.76
	1362.09
	1664.78
	1967.47
	2270.16
	2724.18

	Clitheroe
	917.17
	1070.03
	1222.90
	1375.75
	1681.47
	1987.20
	2292.92
	2751.50

	Dutton
	914.00
	1066.33
	1218.67
	1370.99
	1675.65
	1980.33
	2284.99
	2741.98

	Gisburn
	914.85
	1067.31
	1219.80
	1372.26
	1677.21
	1982.16
	2287.11
	2744.52

	Grindleton
	915.03
	1067.52
	1220.04
	1372.53
	1677.54
	1982.55
	2287.56
	2745.06

	Hothersall
	912.26
	1064.30
	1216.35
	1368.38
	1672.46
	1976.56
	2280.64
	2736.76

	Longridge
	915.11
	1067.62
	1220.15
	1372.65
	1677.68
	1982.72
	2287.76
	2745.30

	Mellor
	916.15
	1068.84
	1221.54
	1374.22
	1679.60
	1984.99
	2290.37
	2748.44

	Newton
	915.09
	1067.60
	1220.13
	1372.63
	1677.66
	1982.70
	2287.72
	2745.26

	Osbaldeston
	910.45
	1062.19
	1213.94
	1365.67
	1669.15
	1972.64
	2276.12
	2731.34

	Pendleton
	911.97
	1063.96
	1215.97
	1367.95
	1671.94
	1975.94
	2279.92
	2735.90

	Ramsgreave
	909.52
	1061.10
	1212.70
	1364.27
	1667.44
	1970.62
	2273.79
	2728.54

	Read
	913.17
	1065.35
	1217.56
	1369.74
	1674.13
	1978.52
	2282.91
	2739.48

	Ribchester
	912.75
	1064.86
	1217.00
	1369.11
	1673.36
	1977.61
	2281.86
	2738.22

	Rimington & Middop
	915.73
	1068.35
	1220.98
	1373.59
	1678.83
	1984.08
	2289.32
	2747.18

	Sabden
	923.88
	1077.85
	1231.85
	1385.81
	1693.77
	2001.73
	2309.69
	2771.62

	Salesbury
	911.39
	1063.29
	1215.20
	1367.08
	1670.87
	1974.68
	2278.47
	2734.16

	Simonstone
	914.61
	1067.04
	1219.49
	1371.91
	1676.78
	1981.66
	2286.52
	2743.82

	Slaidburn & Easington
	912.08
	1064.09
	1216.11
	1368.11
	1672.13
	1976.17
	2280.19
	2736.22

	Waddington
	922.28
	1075.99
	1229.71
	1383.41
	1690.83
	1998.27
	2305.69
	2766.82

	West Bradford
	914.87
	1067.34
	1219.83
	1372.29
	1677.24
	1982.20
	2287.16
	2744.58

	Whalley 
	918.41
	1071.48
	1224.56
	1377.61
	1683.74
	1989.89
	2296.02
	2755.22

	Wilpshire
	914.79
	1067.24
	1219.72
	1372.17
	1677.10
	1982.03
	2286.96
	2744.34

	Wiswell
	913.47
	1065.71
	1217.97
	1370.20
	1674.69
	1979.19
	2283.67
	2740.40

	All Other Parts of the Council's Area
	905.50
	1056.41
	1207.34
	1358.24
	1660.07
	1961.91
	2263.74
	2716.48


786

HOUSING STOCK TRANSFER

Members considered a recommendation from the Partner Selection Steering Group in respect of the appointment of a preferred Registered Social Landlord partner following the transfer of the Council’s housing stock

The Director of Community Services briefly detailed the background to the current position.  He then introduced Madeline Nelson of PricewaterhouseCoopers (PWC) who outlined the procedure which had been followed to select a Registered Social Landlord (RSL), including key criteria which had been used to assess potential RSL partners.  14 RSL’s had expressed an interest in the transfer of the Council’s housing stock, and a shortlist of 5 had been selected.  The Consultants and the Partner Selection Steering Group had then considered presentations from the short listed RSL’s and eventually 2 potential partners had been invited to submit a best and final offer for detailed consideration.  As a result of this extensive process, the Partner Selection Steering Group were pleased to recommend Vicinity Group as the preferred partner RSL.

Councillor J Holgate thanked the Housing Manager and staff and the Partner Selection Steering Group for their work over the last 4 months and proposed that the recommendations as outlined be accepted.  The proposal was seconded by Councillor M Sutcliffe.

RESOLVED:
That the Vicinity Group be appointed as the preferred partner Registered Social Landlord in the transfer of the Council's housing stock.

787

LEADER’S REPORT

The Leader was reported on the recent successes and initiatives that the Council had achieved for the people of Ribble Valley and was particularly grateful for the public support which had been given in relation to preventing the impending closure of the Petre Arms Household Waste Recycling Centre and the threat to the future of Clitheroe Tourist Information Centre.  He was also able to report that the employment of the Quality of Life Officer had been extended.  This post continued to support and work in partnership with colleagues on the Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership to tackle anti-social behaviour in the borough.

The Leader stated that he was encouraged by the very positive response received from Parish Councils and Community organisations following the Council’s invitation to apply for grants from a £300,000 fund which had been afforded by efficiency savings and sound financial practices.

In relation to the Council’s ambition to protect and enhance the environmental quality of the area, the Leader reported that a further 20 dog waste bins were to be provided.  In addition steps were being taken to extend domestic waste recycling throughout the borough and enquiries were being made to see if cardboard recycling could be included with waste paper white bag collections.

Finally, the Leader thanked all those involved with the Clitheroe Castle refurbishment campaign.

788

LEADER’S QUESTION TIME

The Shadow Deputy Leader, Councillor G H Sowter, asked that if the Leader were to remain in his current position after the forthcoming elections, could he confirm his support for the retention of the committee system operated by the Council and not look to move to a cabinet system. 

The Leader thanked Councillor Sowter for his question and confirmed that a cross-party working group of Members and Corporate Management Team, supported by the Policy and Finance Committee, had decided to maintain the current committee system.  However this did not exclude the opportunity to review procedures in the future in terms of identifying the most effective means of governance for the Council.

789

COMMITTEE MINUTES

(i)
Overview & Scrutiny (Resources) Committee – 14 December 2006
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(ii)
Planning and Development Committee – 21 December 2006

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(iii)
Community Committee – 16 January 2007

Councillor S Sutcliffe submitted a written question in relation to proposals to establish a Charitable Trust to manage the leisure assets at Edisford, Clitheroe.  He asked for clarification on what would be expected of such a Trust, also if a protocol had been established to define the circumstances in which financial support would be provided to such a body and if indeed, any progress had been made towards the formation of a proposed Trust.

The Chairman of Community Committee, Councillor R J Thompson, confirmed that 2 meetings had taken place between representatives of the Council and Roefield Leisure, following which the Council had agreed to prepare a statement outlining the role and responsibilities of such a Trust.  This piece of work was currently in progress.

He was also able to confirm that no finance agreement had been reached in principle nor had any positive steps been taken to form a Trust.

Councillor G Sowter submitted a written question outlining a number of queries regarding Longridge Sports Centre.  He specifically asked for details of the aggregate support costs for the Sports Centre over the last 5 years, and questioned whether the current rate of subsidy offered value for money.  He also asked for an update on the Council’s discussions with the school and County Council in respect of the future contract for the Sports Centre.

The Chairman of Community Committee, Councillor R J Thompson, confirmed that the net expenditure from April 2002 to the end of February 2007 had been £925,798; with an individual usage figure of 548,289 over the same period, which he felt represented good value for money.  Councillor Thompson was able to confirm that the Council had served notice on Longridge High School to terminate the existing dual use agreement and that officers were investigating the implications of this action for residents and staff.

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(iv)
Planning and Development Committee – 18 January 2007

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(v)
Personnel Committee – 24 January 2007

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(vi)
Housing Committee – 25 January 2007 

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(vii)
Policy and Finance Committee – 30 January 2007 

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(viii)
Parish Council Liaison Committee – 1 February 2007

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(ix)
Planning and Development Committee – 6 February 2007
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(x)
Special Policy and Finance Committee – 13 February 2007

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(xi)
Standards Committee – 14 February 2007

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.


(xii)
Licensing Committee – 15 February 2007
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(xiii)
Overview and Scrutiny (Services) Committee – 20 February 2007

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

The meeting closed at 8.40pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact David Morris (414400).
MS/CMS
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