	MINUTE NUMBERS 424 



Minutes of Overview and Scrutiny (Services) Committee

Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 11 October 2005, starting at 7.00pm

Present:

Councillor A Knox (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Director of Community Services, Community Development Manager.

Also in attendance: 

420
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillor K Butler.

421

MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 16 August 2005 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.  (Councillor Yearing questioned whether Councillor Holtom had in fact been chosen as a member of the Clitheroe Castle Museum Working Group but Members were unclear on this.)

422

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting.

423

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

424

WORK PROGRAMME 2005/2006

(a)
Clitheroe Castle Museum


Further to Minute 300(a) of the meeting dated 16 August 2005, Councillor Taylor submitted the working groups interim report.   A number of issues were highlighted such as parking, elderly and disabled persons access, lack of information for passing visitors, refreshment areas and making the building more user friendly.


Both the Director of Community Services and the Community Development Manager gave their comments on the need to upgrade the existing facilities and reminded Members that Community Committee had fully supported the current lottery bid to upgrade those facilities.  The question of Lancashire County Council’s long-term commitment to the Museum in its current state was also fully discussed.  Members were made fully aware that if the lottery bid failed, then the future of the museum would again be the subject for further discussion.  The timescale was given as the lottery panel would meet in December 2005.


The Community Development Manager commented that the lottery panel had been quite helpful in giving advice as to when to submit the lottery bid, particularly bearing in mind other competition.


Members also gave their comments on alternative suggestions for sites and possible improvements and were impressed by the number of visitors (14,000 per annum) which the museum attracted.  It was generally felt that the lottery bid was the main chance to improve the facilities and it was noted that the bid would also include a link with the North West Sound Archive.

RESOLVED:

That the report be noted.

(b)
Leisure and Sports Facilities


Further to minute 300(b), the Chairman submitted an interim report on the working party review of leisure and sport facilities in the Ribble Valley.  Five keys areas had been identified but the main area which was discussed was that of football pitch allocation in the Ribble Valley.


The Community Development Manager explained how pitch allocation worked and stressed how difficult it was becoming to satisfy all demands, particularly with the growing emphasis on junior and ladies football.  He also discussed the need for pitch rotation and for drainage works and re‑turfing of pitches in the closed season.  He also pointed out that there were different pitch dimensions for juniors, teenagers and adults which had to be taken into account.


Members raised a number of issues including community use of school football pitches and pitches in villages to help solve the problem.  The Community Development Manager gave details of the cost of maintenance and drainage.


There were also discussions about how football pitch allocations would change over the next 10 – 15 years because of increasing demands and legislation and whether the Borough Council alone would cope with all future demand.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted and a final report be presented to the next meeting of this Committee on 29 November 2005.

The meeting closed at 8.40pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Bill Alker on extension 4412.
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