
Minutes of Community Committee

Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 1 November 2005 starting at 7pm

Present:

Councillor R J Thompson (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Chief Executive, Director of Community Services, Environmental Health Manager, Street Scene Manager, Community Development Manager and the Waste Management Officer.

Also in attendance: Councillor S Sutcliffe.

452
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors J Alcock, D Bailey, M Fielding, J Flitcroft, S Reese and C Warkman.

453
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 6 September 2005 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

454
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting.

455
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

456
REPORT OF THE COUNTY SURVEYOR

The Area Surveyor (East) submitted a report for Committee’s information on various maintenance works which had been completed or were in progress during the current financial year.  Members asked specific questions relating to various schemes.  The Area Surveyor (East) also informed the Members that a leaflet detailing the winter gritting programme was being produced and would be available shortly.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

457
THE FUTURE OF REFUSE COLLECTION IN THE RIBBLE VALLEY – 3 STREAM COLLECTION

Further to Minute 176 of this Committee held on 12 July 2005, the Director of Community Services submitted a report advising Members on the outcome of the consultation exercise which had been carried out to seek public views on a container based 3 stream refuse and recycling service.  A full copy of the results of the consultation exercise was submitted to Committee.  The results of the consultation showed that the majority of the respondents were in favour of changing to a container based system although because of insufficient storage space, it might be necessary to provide some properties with a variation or alternative to the preferred system which was the provision of 3 x 140 litre wheeled bins.

Details of the estimated cost of providing this new service were reported to Committee and the Director of Community Services informed the Members that if Committee decided to go forward with the changes to introduce a 3 stream collection service, then it would be necessary to present a further report to the next meeting covering the operational issues and consequential financial issues that arose.  

RESOLVED:
That

1.
the outcome of the consultation report be noted;

2.
Committee confirm the use of 3 x 140 litre wheeled bins as the principal type of service for properties that can accommodate the bins with a possible variation of containers where there this is less practical due to the nature of the premises;

3.
Committee agree to purchase the necessary additional containers and collection equipment subject to funding being identified; and

4.
a further report be brought back to the next meeting of this Committee detailing the operational issues and costs arising from the decisions taken.

458
PUBLIC CONVENIENCES CAPITAL PROGRAMME

The Director of Community Services submitted a report requesting Committee to reconsider the capital programme for public conveniences.  He reminded Members that funding for the rebuilding of the public conveniences at Dunsop Bridge and Slaidburn had been approved by the Committee on 2 November 2004.  The replacement of the existing conveniences at Dunsop Bridge had been identified as the priority within the capital programme.  Following correspondence with the Duchy of Lancaster no agreement had been reached for the rebuilding of the conveniences and indications were that no confirmation would be given within the next 18 months.

In order to continue with the capital programme for 2005/06 it was now necessary to alter the programme of work and bring forward the proposed works to Slaidburn conveniences.  The Committee were informed however that the existing site at Slaidburn was also leased and agreement from the landowner would be necessary prior to planning and commencement of any site works.  

RESOLVED:
That the report of the Director of Community Services be noted and the capital programme for 1005/06 be revised to carry out the replacement of Slaidburn conveniences within the current financial year.  

459
TOILETS AND CAR PARK AT CHIPPING – LEASE OF LAND

The Director of Community Services submitted a report on the present position in relation to the lease of the area of land at Chipping on which the public car park and public toilets stand.  He reminded Members that over 3 years ago, a start had been made on entering into correspondence with the solicitors acting on behalf of the Village Hall Committee to negotiate an extension of the lease of the land and the initial response received was that the lease would not be renewed.  Negotiations had continued but the lease had expired in March 2005 and despite further correspondence and 3 meetings with agents appointed by the solicitors on behalf of the trustees of the land, there was no new lease in place.

Further correspondence had now been received from the solicitors and issues relating to the car park would be considered by the Planning and Development Committee at their next meeting.  This Committee was however, asked to consider whether they would continue to provide public conveniences in the village of Chipping taking into consideration all the various factors relating to the car park and if it is decided that the Council should continue to provide public conveniences, under what terms the Council would be prepared to enter into a new lease.  

RESOLVED:
That 

1.
Committee’s disappointment of the response when two major facilities provided and maintained by the Council are under consideration be placed on record; 

2.
this Committee are of the opinion that the Council should continue to provide toilet and car park facilities in the village of Chipping as long as a reasonable agreement can be reached;

3.
a period of 12 weeks be set for the completion of all negotiations regarding any future lease of the site;

5.
Members support the decision of Planning and Development Committee in respect of charging for parking on the car park;

6.
this Committee are of the opinion that the annual rental figure now suggested is excessive and that further negotiations should be held with the trustees regarding this issue; and

4.
the Director of Community Services be requested to report back to this Committee if no satisfactory agreement can be obtained.

460
COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT – STAFFING PROPOSAL 

The Director of Community Services submitted a report requesting Committee’s approval to appoint a full time Health and Fitness Officer.  This would increase the staff from one full time equivalent employee to 1.5 full time employees.  He reminded Members that during 2005, the Council had received extra funding to extend the cardiac rehabilitation scheme and the success of the schemes had led to a demand for increased provision of exercise sessions.  The high demand for the service and increase in the cardiac rehabilitation service required present part time staff to work overtime to deliver sessions and to comply with the service level agreements which had been agreed between the Council and the East Lancs Acute Trust.

One of the part time assistants had now left and has given the Council the opportunity to address the issue of staffing and reassess the post.  The post was currently being covered by an internal staff member who had the qualifications required.  In the past the Council had found it difficult to recruit the desired level of staff and had had to put them through the expensive and time consuming qualifications demanded by the external funders.  Due to these issues it was recommended that the hours of one part time assistant post should be increased to full time.  This would require no extra financial resources from the Council because it would be covered by external funding from the East Lancs Acute Trust and the Hyndburn & Ribble Valley PCT.

RESOLVED:
That the report of the Director of Community Services be noted and Committee approve the recruitment of a full time Health and Fitness Officer from within the Council.

461
SERVICE PLANNING PROCESS FOR 2006/07

The Chief Executive submitted a report informing Committee that it had originally been proposed that service plans would be produced for consideration by service committees during the November cycle in readiness to inform the budget setting process in January 2006.  However, given the process was new and that service plans would, in this first year especially, require a substantial amount of time to consider them, it was suggested that committees may wish to consider them at separate meetings away from the normal agenda.  There were two alternative approaches to achieving this:

1.
Special meetings of each committee; or

2.
Creation of a sub-Committee or a working group with delegated powers to approve the service plans.  

The Committee were reminded that they would need to consider service plans for the following services:

· Sport and recreation

· Arts and heritage

· Tourism

· Community safety

· Waste management

· Parks and open spaces

· Engineering and parking

· Environmental health (including emergency plan and licensing enforcement)

· Cemetery 

· Market

and a proposed timetable for their consideration was submitted to the Committee.  

RESOLVED:
That the report of the Chief Executive be noted and a sub-Committee comprising the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Committee plus one other Conservative Member and two Liberal Democrat Members be appointed to consider the service plans for the Community Committee. 

462
APPLICATION TO EXTEND CARAVAN SITE LICENCE AT TODBER CARAVAN PARK, GISBURN

The Director of Community Services submitted a report informing Members that the Planning and Development Committee had approved an extension to the operating period of Todber Caravan Park.  He informed Members that where planning permission had been granted extending an opening period, the authority had to grant a site licence to reflect this.  Conditions could then be attached to the site licence.  The new site licence would enable all of the site to be open from 1 March through to 6 January with four caravans being occupied permanently by staff.  The maximum number of vans stationed on the site at any one time would be 306.   

RESOLVED:
That report of the Director of Community Services be noted and the Committee approved the extension of the site licence at Todber Caravan Park, Gisburn with the model standards attached as a condition of the licence and in addition to the model standards, the site owner be requested to keep a register of all caravan owners’ residential addresses.  

463
USE OF MARKET CABINS FOR MEAT PREPARATION ON NON-MARKET DAYS

The Director of Development Services submitted a report requesting Committee to consider an application which he had received from two market cabin traders to be permitted to use their cabins on non-market days for meat preparation purposes.  He informed the Members that since writing his report, the matter had been discussed at the Market Traders Liaison meeting and that other information relating to the applications had come to light.  Also, a petition had been received from the market stall traders relating to the applications.

RESOLVED:
That the report of the Director of Development Services be noted and consideration of this item be deferred to enable clarification and further enquiries to be made regarding the applications.

464
CLITHEROE SKATE PARK

The Director of Community Services submitted a report setting out details regarding the provision of a skate park at the Clitheroe Castle grounds.  He informed the Members that agreement had still not been reached regarding the lease of the land to the ‘Grand at Clitheroe’ who would be operating the facility.  A further proposed amendment had now been received which, if accepted, would give the tenant the right if it felt appropriate to terminate the lease, resulting in the skate park reverting to the ownership of the Borough Council.  It also did not give the option to provide a reasonable challenge by the Council as to the validity of the termination.

Following discussions with the solicitors acting on behalf of the ‘Grand’, it appeared that the amendment applied mainly to the issue of public liability insurance which the Council had insisted should be the responsibility of the tenant.

Work was due to commence on the skate park on Monday, 7 November but this would not be possible if agreement could not be reached regarding the content of the lease.

Members expressed concern that there was no provision in the lease for the Council to terminate if the management or operation of the site was not satisfactory and they also felt that the site should be returned to its original condition if the lease was terminated.  

RESOLVED:
That the Director of Community Services be delegated to continue discussions with ‘The Grand at Clitheroe’ in consultation with the Chairman and Shadow Chairman in an attempt to reach agreement regarding the lease of the skate park at Clitheroe Castle grounds, but in the meantime no structural work be commenced until a lease is signed.

465
SCHOOL SPORTS INITIATIVE

The Director of Community Services submitted a report informing Members that the School Sport Partnerships Programme had been launched in September 2000.  It was now one of 8 programmes in the National Strategy for Physical Education School Sport and Club Links.

The overall objective of the strategy was to increase the percentage of 5-16 year old school children in England who spent a minimum of two hours each week on high quality PE and school sport within and beyond the curriculum to 75% by 2006.  Each partnership was a family of schools that would come together to enhance sports opportunities for all and would receive an average grant of £270,000 per annum which would pay for:

· A full time Partnership Development Manager

· The release of one teacher from each secondary school for two days a week to allow them to take on the role of school sport co-ordinator

· The release of one teacher from each primary or special school for 12 days a year to allow them to become link teachers

· Specialise link teachers who would fill the gaps created by teachers who were released.

The strategic objectives of the partnership programme were reported to Committee, together with details of the programme which had commenced within the Ribble Valley and Hyndburn partnership. 

RESOLVED:
That 

1.
the report of the Director of Community Services be noted;

2.
Ribble Valley Borough Council ‘s inclusion within the schools sports partnership programme for the area be approved; and

3.
Officers be requested to identify an action plan in conjunction with the Partnership Development Manager to ensure that the scheme meets section service objectives.

466
LANCASHIRE HIGHWAYS PARTNERSHIP

The Director of Community Services submitted a report setting out details of decisions made by the Lancashire County Council following consultation with district councils on their proposal to become responsible for the delivery of the County Council's client highway function directly.  As a result of this discussion there were a number of issues which the Council would have to address before the new arrangements came into effect on the 30 June 2006.  Further reports to keep Committee informed would be submitted as and when required.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

467
WASTE TRANSFER STATION AT SALTHILL DEPOT

The Director of Community Services submitted a report to bring Members up to date on matters concerning the new waste transfer station which was being built at Salthill Depot, Clitheroe.  He informed Members that good progress was being made on the construction of the facility and hopefully it would be ready for use by June 2006.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

468
CLOSURE OF HENTHORN ROAD LANDFILL SITE

The Director of Community Services submitted a report informing Members about the closure of the landfill site at Henthorn Road, Clitheroe and the effect that this would have on the various services that the Council provided that relied on the site for the disposal of waste.  It was anticipated that the site would close for use towards the end of November and the Council were being requested to take waste to the site at Whinney Hill, Clayton-le-Moors.  This would have practical implications and subsequent additional operational costs but the County Council had indicated that there might be a possibility of them making a contribution.  At the present time, the additional costs to the Council were in the process of being assessed.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

469
LANDFILL ALLOWANCE TRADING SCHEME 

The Director of Community Services submitted a report advising Members on Lancashire County Council's proposals to pass on the financial implications that trade/commercial waste collections have on their landfill allowances and for alternative methods to be introduced for the separate collection of this waste.    Districts have objected to these proposed changes and discussions within the Waste Partnership are ongoing.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

470
LANCASHIRE WASTE PARTNERSHIP

The Director of Community Services submitted a report to update Members on the appointment of a Chair and Vice Chair for the Lancashire Waste Partnership.  He reminded Members that the partnership incorporated the 12 district councils, the unitary authorities of Blackburn with Darwen and Blackpool and the Lancashire County Council at both officer and member level.  Originally, the position of Chair of the partnership was undertaken by the Lancashire County Council's cabinet member with responsibility for waste.  Several district council representatives were however, of the opinion that the position of Chair and Vice Chair should be rotated with a district, a unitary and the County Council each taking a turn.

Discussions on this subject were still continuing.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

471
COST SHARING AGREEMENT

The Director of Community Services submitted a report updating Members on the cost sharing agreement (a property based payment offered as an alternative to recycling credits).  A property based payment mechanism had been offered to districts with an index linked payment for each property covered by a 3 stream collection service.  Whilst this payment provided stability in budgeting future income in support of the collection service, there were terms and conditions attached.  To sign up for the cost sharing agreement, any District wishing to vary their collection arrangements must seek the approval of the Lancashire County Council and that any additional cost as a result would be passed to the district as an adjustment.  A figure for adjustment has been set for authorities wishing to collect recyclable materials con-mingled.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

472
GENERAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

The general report of the Director of Development Services was submitted for Committee’s information.  It included an update on Castle Cement, local air quality management and health and safety partnerships.  

The Environmental Health Manager informed the Members that it was intended to hold a Christmas Sunday Farmers Market on 11 December 2005 to raise monies for the ‘Keepers of the Clitheroe Castle group’.  At this stage the cabin traders had indicated their intention to support the event and would also be open.  No fees had been set for this type of event so it had been decided to charge a nominal fee of £7.50 per stall/cabin/pitch and permit the organisers to charge a further £7.50 (or possibly £10) as the fund raising element to the event.

RESOLVED:
That the report of the Director of Development Services be noted and the fees set out therein for the Christmas Sunday farmers market be approved.

473
REVENUE MONITORING 2005/06

The Director of Resources submitted a report informing Committee of the position for the first six months of this year’s revenue budget.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

474
CAPITAL MONITORING 2005/06

The Director of Resources submitted a report for Committee’s information with regard to the progress to date on the current year’s capital programme.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

The meeting closed at 8.35pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact John Heap (414461).
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