	MINUTE NUMBERS 199 



Minutes of Overview and Scrutiny Committee

Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 24 June 2008 starting at 6.30pm 


Present:

Councillor J S Taylor (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Director of Resources, Corporate Services Manager and the Corporate Policy Officer

192
APOLOGIES

An apology for absence from the meeting was submitted on behalf of Councillor J White.

193
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of Overview and Scrutiny (Resources) held on 15 April 2008 and Overview and Scrutiny (Services) held on 17 April 2008 were approved as a correct record with changes to Committee minute 1010 changing the word scooping to scoping and minute 1013 at second paragraph second sentence removing the repeated words ‘all relevant’.  These were then signed by the Chairman.

194
MATTERS ARISING

Minute 1013(b) Castle Grounds – Councillor Yearing expressed concern that the report of the Overview and Scrutiny (Services) Committee had not been circulated with the agenda papers for that meeting.  This had subsequently meant that the item had been deferred to the next meeting.

RESOLVED:
That the Chairman investigate with officers why this had happened and a report be submitted to the next meeting on a mechanism for preventing future occurrences of this nature.

195
CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME AND REMARKS

The Chairman welcomed new Members to the Committee and reminded Members that they had a lot of work to do with only six meetings during 2008/2009.  

196
FLOOD RISK

Councillor Sayers gave an update report on flood risk to residents of Ribble Valley.  He pointed to four key outcomes which the working group were working towards:-

· ensure residents who are in flood risk areas have all relevant information on flooding risk;

· ensure emergency services are all working together;

· understand the causes of flooding;

· identify possible civil engineering work, what was feasible and the likely cost.

He reported on work with Council officers and the Environment Agency.  A number of site visits had been held specifically in Whalley and Ribchester.  He commented on the discovery of unused sewerage pipes in Ribchester which may be able to help future flooding problems.  

Members welcomed the update report.

RESOLVED:
That the working group submit their report to the next meeting of this Committee with their findings on flood risk.

197
SUGGESTED WORK PROGRAMMES AND PRIORITIES FOR 2008/2009

The Chairman asked Committee to consider the work plan set out in minute 1015 by Overview and Scrutiny (Services) Committee but also to consider the report of the Director of Community Services on suggested work priorities for the new Committee.  The Director of Resources referred to the concerns about the Council's budget following housing stock transfer and how this would be a major consideration of the Budget Working Group in the coming months.

Members considered in some detail the areas which they could add value to the work of the Council.  Three key areas of work were identified:

· health scrutiny

· environmental/climate change

· partnerships

Members then discussed terms of reference, membership and parameters for each of these subject areas.  They also discussed two outstanding pieces of work left over from Overview and Scrutiny (Services) Committee namely 

i) 
An overview of the links between planning, building regulations and licensing processes and how training could best be delivered for borough and Parish Council.

ii) 
A review of the management and provision of car parking in Ribble Valley.

Here again, a full discussion ensued on the background behind these specific requests.  

RESOLVED:
That three working groups be formed as follows:

i)
Provision of Health Care to Rural communities – membership Councillors Hilton, Gridley and Hargreaves.

ii)
Environmental/Climate Change – membership Councillors Hind, Knox and Sayers.

iii)
Ribble Valley Strategic Partnership – Review of partnership performance management arrangements and future funding – membership Councillors Hill, Geldard and Smith.


It was further agreed that each Working Group determine appropriate terms of reference for each review and agree these with the Chairman prior to commencing work.

Members also agreed that the following reports were to be received:  

i)
A report on Local Area Agreements be submitted to a future meeting of this Committee to enable Members to better understand how it works and its impact on Ribble Valley services.

ii)
Request the Legal Services Manager to submit a report to a future meeting of this Committee giving an overview of the links between planning, building regulations and licensing processes and how training could best be delivered for borough and Parish Councillors.

iii)
Request the Street Services Manager to submit a report to a future meeting of this Committee reviewing the management and provision of car parking in Ribble Valley. 

Councillor Jones raised the outstanding issues fro the former Overview and Scrutiny (Services) Committee as discussed at the meeting of 17 April 2008 (minute 1015 refers).  It was agreed items (b) and (c) would be addressed by the reports (ii) and (iii) above, and that issue (a) be addressed by the Environmental/Climate Change Working Group review. 

198
QUARTERLY PERFORMANCE INDICATORS – QUARTER 4

The Corporate Policy Officer presented her report on the Council's performance against 2007/2008 Best Value Performance Indicators.  The report contained four sets of information.

i)
How the Council compared with other districts.

ii)
Whether the Council was improving compared with the previous year.

iii)
The Council's outturn figures for all its best value performance indicators (BVPIs).

iv)
A summary of the Council's local performance indicators (LPIs).

Members had previously asked for further information on BVPI 183B and why performance was falling.  A detailed explanation was given along with a list of actions planned to try to improve performance.  

Members discussed the report in some detail.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee consider the performance information provided and identify those areas where additional information was required and Members requested a report to the next Committee meeting providing clarification on the setting of targets.

199
REPORT FROM LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY ADULT SOCIAL CARE AND HEALTH COMMITTEE 

Councillor Hilton reported verbally on the recent meeting of this Committee which had discussed the following issues:

· Central Lancashire PCT Delivery Plan

· North Lancashire PCT Delivery Plan

· Local Involvement Networks (Links)

· Lancashire Care Trust – relocation of secure unit

· Local Government Public Involvement in Health Act

She gave details of how the links service was developing across the county and pointed out that it gave the public a say in both health and social care issues.  

The meeting closed at 8.45pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact John Heap 0n extension 4461.
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