	



Minutes of Parish Councils’ Liaison Committee

Meeting Date:

Thursday, 12 June 2008 starting at 7.15pm

Councillors:


Parish Representatives:

P Young


Balderstone

I Smith



Bashall Eaves & Great Mitton

A Yearing


Clitheroe

P Ryde


Gisburn

D Hicks


Longridge

A Dales


Mellor

N C Walsh


Mellor

R Whitwell


Pendleton

C Law 



Read

J D Waterhouse

Read

R A Whittaker


Rimington & Middop

I R Hirst


Simonstone

J Lawson


Slaidburn & Easington

H D Parker


Waddington

C Cherry


West Bradford

M Highton


Whalley

J Robinson


Wilpshire

G McCrumb


Worston & Mearley

In attendance: Director of Development Services, Policy Development Officer and the acting District Partnership Officer – LCC.

163
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN

RESOLVED:
That Marjorie Birch be appointed Chairman of this Committee for the municipal year 2008/2009.

164
APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN

RESOLVED:
That Councillor D Taylor be appointed Vice Chairman of this Committee for the municipal year 2008/2009.

165
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Borough Councillors G Geldard, S Hore and M Robinson and from the following Parish Representatives:

Allan Kay


Aighton Bailey & Chaigley

Rachel Carr


Bowland forest Higher Division

Elsie Miller


Bowland Forest Lower Division

Howard Douglas

Chatburn

Brenda Redhead

Clayton-le-Dale

Jeff Cowling


Grindleton

Frank Priest


Longridge

Alan Ormand


Ribchester

Anthony Haworth

Sabden

Peter Lambert


Simonstone

Ken Jackson


Waddington

Ken Staines


Waddington

Mike Fallon


Whalley

John Strong


Wiswell

166
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 3 April 2008 were approved with the addition of Councillor G H Sowter to the attendance list and signed by the Chairman.

167
MATTERS ARISING

Minute 959 Standards Committee

The Chairman reported that at the recent meeting of the Standards Committee they had agreed to extend the membership of Committee to include an extra two Parish Councillors and two independent Members.  Adverts would be placed in both the local press and on the Council's website.  

168
ACTING DISTRICT PARTNERSHIP OFFICER

The Chairman introduced Janet Simpson who explained that Colin Everett, the District Partnership Officer for Ribble Valley had been seconded to work in Chorley on maternity cover until December 2008, and she was covering his absence in Ribble Valley.

She had produced a revised contact list which listed her details, the details of Lancashire Locals contacts and meeting dates and highway queries for circulation to all Parish Clerks.

She also reported that a public meeting had been called by Lancashire County Council to consult on highways budgets within Lancashire Locals.  This would be held on 25 June 2008 at Ribblesdale High School starting at 5pm.

169
PATIENT ADVICE AND LIAISON SERVICE (PALS)

Committee welcomed Helen Sigsworth who spoke to Committee about the areas of work covered by the PALS scheme.  She explained that PALS had been set up to help patients, their families and carers through the healthcare system.  

PALS officers listened to a wide range of patient queries, concerns and comments.  Their aim was to help with patient concerns and to direct patients to more specialised services.  They worked with NHS staff to make the system work better for patients.  PALS would listen to views, suggestions and queries, would investigate issues, concerns and difficulties and obtain a reply to individual queries and provide information.  

Members then asked a number of questions about the links with children’s centres, particularly in Longridge, whether there was a dedicated PALS officer for the Ribble Valley, the need to simplify services for elderly patients, how much involvement there was in the PALS system and the process for taking complaints further.

RESOLVED:
That Helen Sigsworth be thanked for her informative and interesting presentation.

170
APPOINTMENT OF PARISH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES ON RIBBLE VALLEY STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP

The Director of Development Services reported that Parish Councils had two seats on the Ribble Valley Strategic Partnership.  Over the past 12 months these had been filled by the Chairman of this Committee, Marjorie Birch and Richard Schofield from Bolton-by-Bowland.  He further reported that Richard Schofield had recently resigned from the Parish Council, thus creating a vacancy.  Names were sought as nominations for the two seats from Parish Councils on the Ribble Valley Strategic Partnership. 

RESOLVED:
That Marjorie Birch and Councillor Doreen Taylor be appointed as Parish Council representatives on the Ribble Valley Strategic Partnership for 2008/2009.

171
BT TELEPHONE BOXES – CLOSURE PROGRAMME

The Director of Development Services invited Committee to consider a proposal by British Telecom to close a number of payphones throughout the borough.  He commented that these proposals were the latest in a series of phonebox closure proposals brought about by massive changes to the communication culture throughout the country as a result of the advent of mobile phones.  He had sent the BT consultation letter to all Parish Councils and a summary of the key facts was as follows:

· BT no longer need to consult where they wish to remove a payphone which had another within 400m.  They are informing us that there are a number of such closures in the Ribble Valley out of ‘courtesy’.

· 18 of the proposed closures are subject to full consultation and are detailed in the letter.

· The deadline for comments is 2 July 2008.

· Any objection to a closure should incorporate a full justification.

He further reported that he had received many response from Parish Councils following his letter.  He particularly raised his concerns about the 400m rule which he felt if there were a series of phoneboxes at 400m intervals on a linear route of 6 miles.  It would be possible to remove them all in sequence from the farthest out on the basis that there is another box within 400m.  In general Parishes had been extremely concerned about the loss of faculties in areas where mobile reception was poor, the possibility of highway accidents was high or for emergency use in more general terms where children may need to make calls and the box was close to a school or drop off point for a school.  Members then discussed this matter and also voiced their concern around these proposals and their likely effect on isolated rural communities.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

a)
advise individual Parish Councils affected by the closures to respond to the consultation exercise with as much detail as possible about the local situation; 

b)
respond directly to BT with a general objection to the gradual removal of the service stressing

i)
the need to carry out detailed and proper investigations into mobile phone coverage in the area any phonebox served.

ii)
the importance of phoneboxes in emergency situations especially in areas where traffic accidents are known to occur.

iii)
the need for detailed assessment of the opportunities for local adoption and maintenance and the removal of a cash option to reduce the likelihood of damage and maintenance.

172
MONITORING REPORT ON PARISH/LONGRIDGE AND COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT GRANTS

The Director of Development Services submitted his progress report on the projects approved through the Parish, Longridge and Community enhancement grant schemes.  this report had been submitted to Policy and Finance Committee on Tuesday, 10 June mainly to make them aware of a request from Longridge Town Football Club for a further extension on their grant funding to take them to 31 March 2010.

Policy and Finance Committee had asked that both Longridge Town Football Club and the Longridge Station Buildings project should submit a detailed project plan to the next meeting of that Committee for consideration.

He commented that in terms of Parish and community grants, most schemes were progressing well.  Where schemes were behind schedule, these had been contacted by telephone reminding them of the September 2008 deadline.  A letter would also soon be sent to stress the need for speedy progress.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

173
LOCALITY PLAN FOR RIBBLE VALLEY 

The Director of Development Services submitted a report from the Corporate Services Manager on the locality plan for Ribble Valley.  He informed Committee that the purpose of a locality plan was twofold:-

· to inform citizens of the major services being delivered by local government in their area;

· to better understand the respective roles of individual partners (Lancashire County Council and Ribble Valley Borough Council) in delivering services to the citizens of Ribble Valley.

He further commented that in areas where locality plans had already been developed, it was widely recognised that the most beneficial aspect of locality plans is the process of producing them.  He listed the key issues to consider when developing a locality plan which are structure, content and format.  

He gave details of the proposed approach for the Ribble Valley locality plan which had emerged from a meeting between the Chief Executive, and Corporate Services Manager and the District Partnership Officer, Ribble Valley where it had been agreed in principle that a locality plan would be developed.  The Leader had later endorsed this decision.  Based on this approval in principle to the concept, the meeting had been convened on 7 May 2008 between the Council’s Corporate Management Team and four representatives of the Lancashire County Council directorates to develop the concept.  The District Partnership Officer for Rossendale had also attended to inform the group of their experiences in pioneering the development of a locality plan.  In terms of content it was agreed that the plan should focus on six key areas of local importance:

· Health and well being

· Clitheroe castle

· Waste management

· Access to services (including issues addressing rura deprivation and isolation)

· Children and young people 

· Asset management

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
note the intention to produce a locality plan for Ribble Valley, utilising the principles and approach outlined in paragraph 5 of this report; and

2.
expect a further report including a draft locality plan for approval later in 2008.

174
MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD BY PARISH COUNCILS 

a)
Bashall Eaves and Mitton – Emergency responses.  The representative for Bashall Eaves and Mitton reported on a scheme run in Kentmere, Cumbria which provided residents with a laminated card containing their property grid reference number and relevant emergency service numbers.  These were provided by the local women’s institute by way of a lottery grant.


Members discussed the numerous problems with rural addresses including lack of property and street names and also whether the problem with emergency responses was either a lack of knowledge of the area or a lack of clarity from the caller.  The Director of Development Services also referred to the work currently being undertaken by the National Land and Property Gazetteer which may resolve some of these issues. 

RESOLVED:
That the Director of Development Services make appropriate enquiries and report back to a future meeting of this Committee on the feasibility of introducing such a scheme in Ribble Valley.  

b)
Wilpshire Parish Council – Local Development Framework, Parish’s Meeting 7 July 2008.  The Clerk to Wilpshire Parish Council had asked for further information in relation to this forthcoming event.  The Director of Development Services reminded Members about the public meeting for all Parish Councils which they had previously been notified of, which had been arranged for the 7 July 2008 in Ribble Valley Town Hall starting at 6.30pm.  He stressed the importance of the work being undertaken on the Local Development Framework and its implications for Parish Councils.  The LDF would deal with major issues such as housing development, environmental protection, employment land and employment, retail and shopping use, strategic housing development and strategic housing market assessments.


He stressed that the LDF was much more than a local plan on land usage and urged all Parish Councils to attend this meeting. 

175
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The Chairman announced that the next meeting of this Committee would be held on Thursday, 31 July 2008 starting at 7.15pm

The meeting closed at 8.25pm

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Stewart Bailey (414491).

(120608)




S Brunskill


R Hargreaves


T Hill


B Hilton


E M H Ranson


I Sayers


G H Sowter


D Taylor


J Waddington
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