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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To inform Members of research on gypsy and traveller accommodation needs as part of the Local Development Framework evidence base.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:

· Council Ambitions – The matters contained in this report relate to the Council ambition of matching the supply of homes with identified needs.

· Community Objectives – As a tool for informing spatial policy this item will assist in identifying a range of issues relating to housing.

· Corporate Priorities –  The evidence provided by the study will aid performance and consistency. 

· Other Considerations – The Council has a duty to prepare spatial policy that is built on a sound evidence base and to take account of the needs of gypsies and travellers.

2
INFORMATION

2.1
Members will be aware that a number of pieces of work are being undertaken as part of the Local Development Framework evidence base.  This information is being drawn together from a number of sources including internal research and studies being undertaken by others.

2.2
Following the Housing Act in 2004, local authorities have been preparing to develop and implement strategies to respond to the accommodation needs of the gypsy and traveller communities living in their areas as part of their wider strategies and the regional housing strategy.  There a requirement to prepare a traveller accommodation assessment.  This information provides part of the evidence when dealing with housing issues for the purposes of the Local Development Framework. 

2.3
Ribble Valley Borough Council commissioned a piece of work in October 2007 with the assistance of a Government grant enabling consultants to be engaged to undertake this work.

2.4
A full copy of the report is available at Planning Reception for reference, however the executive summary is attached as Appendix 1.  Members attention is drawn in particular to the requirements set out on page 7 of the Appendix which indicates the estimated requirements for additional pitches.  In total it is estimated that between 2007 – 2012, five additional pitches will need to be accounted for with an additional pitch between 2012 and 2016.  The total additional needs for transit provision is given as six caravans.  This information will need to be taken into account when assessing the relevant Housing Strategy for the Local Development Framework and in determining policies towards pitch provision as required by current legislation.
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1
Ribble Valley Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Needs Assessment – final report.  Salford Housing and Urban Studies Unit – March 2008.

For further information please ask for Rachael Stott, extension 4567 or Colin Hirst, extension 4503.
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