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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To determine the above application.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:

· Council Ambitions – N/A.

· Community Objectives – N/A.

· Corporate Priorities -  N/A.

· Other Considerations – The Council has a statutory duty to determine applications for caravan Site Licences.

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
For a number of years, the applicant has used this land as a 5 van caravan site, in association with The Caravan Club.  Rallies have also been held intermittently on adjoining land owned by the applicant.

2.2
In July 2007, the applicant made a successful planning application for use of the land for 20 touring caravans (and erection of lean-to amenity block).  The planning permission also stipulated that the occupancy of the site shall be limited from 7 March to 6 January in any succeeding year.

3
ISSUES

3.1
Having received an application for a Site Licence the Council has to determine the application in accordance with The Caravan Sites and Control of Development Act 1960.  The Act provides that:

a)
an application must be in writing;

b)
the Site Licence must be consistent with the planning permission for the site (see 2.2 above);

c)
the licence shall not be issued if the applicant has in the previous three years had a licence revoked (not the position here so far as the authority is aware);

d)
the licence may not be issued for a limited period (ie for a fixed number of years) unless the underlying planning permission is limited in duration – there is no restriction on the length of permission in this case;

e)
conditions may be attached to the licence – see further below.

3.2
The Act provides for the control of the use of the site by imposition of conditions.  The conditions must be necessary or desirable in the interests of:

i)
persons on the site; or

ii)
any other class of persons; or

iii)
the public at large.


A copy of the draft Site Licence, with associated conditions, is attached at Appendix 1.

3.3
The Council’s Environmental Health Officer (Housing) inspected the site on 14 May 2008 and a letter dealing with matters arising from his visit is attached at Appendix 2.  He is currently liaising with the owner to ensure that the outstanding work is completed prior to the site being used.

4
RISK ASSESSMENT

4.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications:
· Resources – The costs of dealing with the applications will be met from existing budgets.

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – The Council has a statutory duty to determine the application.
· Political – N/A.

· Reputation – N/A.

5
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE
5.1
Authorise the Council’s Environmental Health Officer (Housing) to grant a Site Licence in the terms set out in 3.2.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE

BACKGROUND PAPERS


1.
Appendix 1 – draft Site Licence.

2.
Appendix 2 – letter to site owner.

For further information please ask for 

Matthew Riding, extension 4470.

(24070803)
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