	MINUTE NUMBERS 217



          Minutes of Meeting of the Council

Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 8 July 2008 starting at 6.30pm


Present:

Councillor J Hill (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance:  Chief Executive, Director of Community Services, Director of Resources, HR Manager, Solicitor.

211

PRAYERS

The Mayor’s Chaplain, the Reverend Dr Sowerbutts, opened the meeting with prayers. 

212

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of M Barrett, D Berryman, A Gridley, J Rogerson and D Taylor.

213

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

214

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Mr Lambert, Chairman of Simonstone Parish Council, submitted a question to the Chair of Planning and Development Committee relating to planning application 3/2008/0248/P which had been considered by Planning and Development Committee on 17 June 2008, and concerned plans for an industrial development on land off Simonstone Lane in Simonstone.  Specifically, Mr Lambert asked if the Chairman could explain how Committee had concluded that 60 jobs would be created at the site in accordance with Policy 5 of the Joint Lancashire Structure Plan.  He questioned the validity of the evidence which had been presented to forecast future employment opportunities.  

The Chair of Planning and Development Committee, Councillor R Sherras, thanked Mr Lambert for his question, and confirmed that the Case Officer’s report as submitted to the Committee, had provided all the necessary information for Committee to follow the correct procedure and reach a decision in accordance with the relevant policies within the Joint Lancashire Structure Plan.  

215

Council MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 29 April 2008 and of the Annual meeting held on 13 May 2008 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.  It was noted that Councillor N C Walsh had attended the Council meeting held on 4 March 2008.

216

MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS

The Mayoral communications were received and noted.

217

LEADER’S REPORT

The Leader began by outlining the Conservative group’s priorities for the coming year.  These priorities link with the Corporate Plan and Sustainable Community Strategy.  He reminded Members that the objectives for the previous year had been to:

1.
Ensure that Council Tax did not increase above the rate of inflation .

2.
Ensure that all villages and towns had enough dog bins, rubbish bins and collection services.

3.
Achieve a housing stock transfer was of financial benefit to the Ribble Valley Borough Council and at the same time give tenants security and improved benefits.

4.
Achieve a roll out of the planned three stream waste collection service on schedule.  

5.
Develop planning policies in the light of the spatial plan.  

6.
Examine ways of empowering parish councils where appropriate.  

The Leader commented that a number of these objectives would remain in place and would progress during the coming municipal year.  

The Leader was mindful that Ribble Valley would not be immune from the consequence of current national issues of the credit crunch crisis, high fuel costs and rising unemployment.  He reported that the Council was already seeing an increase in homelessness applications.  The effects of last year’s decision to reduce the notional rent for Ribble Valley, thereby reducing the amount of housing benefit available would only increase the pressures on housing requirements in the borough.  Rising fuel costs would also increase the possibility of an increased risk of isolation for rural communities and the Leader noted the efforts that would be needed to meet the specific requirements of those rural communities.  The Leader also noted that the Council would need to look closely at enterprise and regeneration and ensure that the Council remained aware of the opportunities and risks that would arise over the next 12 months.  

The Leader then went on to outline the main objectives for the forthcoming municipal year.  These were as follows:

1.
To ensure that Council Tax did not increase above the rate of inflation.

2.
To ensure that all villages and towns had enough dog bins, rubbish bins and collection services.

3.
To review the success and operation of the waste collection service in December 2008.

4.
To appoint a new Chief Executive and ensure smooth handover.

5.
To increase the Council’s capacity by achieving at least one area of shared working.

6.
To develop a robust Local Development Framework which would ensure that Ribble Valley continued to be a vibrant and stable entity.

7.
To develop policies for dealing with the effect of the credit crunch within communities specifically:

· the homeless strategy and health and housing priorities

· regeneration and enterprise

· exclusion and isolation of parts of the population due to the high increase in fuel costs etc.

8.
To ensure that the Clitheroe Castle scheme was delivered on time and within budget accompanied by a sustainable business plan.

Finally, the Leader explained that his own personal objective was to ensure that the language used in the Council and its documents made sense not only to the general pubic but also to Members.  As a result he felt that the Council should strive to make documents simple to understand and to avoid the use of unnecessary jargon.  The Leader confirmed that the forthcoming year was a year of both risk and opportunity but was confident that with the ongoing excellent working relationships between Members and officers, he was confident that the Council would be able to deliver efficient and appropriate services to the residents of the Ribble Valley.

218

LEADER’S QUESTION TIME

The Shadow Leader, Councillor Allan Knox, asked the Leader for his reflections on the roll out of the three stream waste collection service.  

The Leader confirmed that the roll out had been as good as could have been expected for such a complex exercise.  First collections under the new arrangements had taken place on Monday, 30 June as planned but not all bins had been delivered by that date.  However, measures had been put in place for bags to be collected where this was the case.  

As at 4 July there were still 300 bins to be delivered but it was anticipated that these would be delivered by 11 July.  

Inevitably, there had been some unhappy customers and a number of queries/complaints had been made but staff were dealing with these as quickly as possible.  The Leader thanked all staff concerned for their supreme efforts in the implementation of the service.  

Councillor Knox asked if the Leader would join with them in putting on record his thanks and admiration for the hard work, tolerance and patience which had been displayed by all staff involved in the process.  The Leader confirmed his agreement and support of this proposal.  

Next, Councillor Knox asked the Leader how many affordable homes had been completed in 2007/2008.  The Leader reported that 40 affordable homes had been completed in 2007/2008 comprising of 14 private sector dwellings, which had been brought back into use, 22 new developments at Kirkmoor Road and 4 homes improved with landlord grants.  Councillor Knox referred to the Conservative’s manifesto outlined last year which had promised 97 affordable homes in the previous year and asked why this had not been achieved.  The Leader responded that some properties had taken longer to come to completion than others.  

Finally, Councillor Knox asked the Leader on which current issues the Council would stand up to government pressures.  The Leader confirmed that in the immediate future, the Council would certainly resist any pressures to put ‘bin taxes’ on waste and that the Council would continue to work for the benefit of the community and would resist anything which compromised this.  

219
SUB-REGIONAL NATIONAL REVIEW OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND REGENERATION

Consideration was given to the written report of the Director of Development Services, informing Council of progress on this key government initiative.  

The report explained that the sub national review, was a bundle of 13 existing  and new policy reviews focused around the Department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform and the HM Treasury agenda to achieve more rapid and sustainable growth across all the regions of England.  The report also outlined the key elements of the sub national review and detailed local response to the review.  In addition, it highlighted a number of ongoing issues/concerns relating to the review.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

220

PENNINE LANCASHIRE DEVELOPMENT COMPANY

Consideration was given to the written report of the Chief Executive asking Members to approve arrangements for the establishment of a Pennine Lancashire Development Company as detailed in the report.  Members discussed the report in detail.  

RESOLVED:
That

1.
Council agree in principle a commitment to:

a)
the formation and membership of the Pennine Lancashire Development Company; 

b)
authorise the Leader and Chief Executive to participate in a shadow Governing Body and Board of the company, in order to agree the final:

i)
Members Agreement

ii)
Memorandum of Association; and

iii)
Articles of Association

c)
make no further progress for the formation of the Pennine Lancashire Development Company until a report on the detailed arrangements had been considered by Full Council.

221

COMMITTEE MINUTES

(i)
Planning and Development Committee – 1 May 2008

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(ii)
Licensing Committee – 20 May 2008

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(iii)
Planning and Development Committee – 22 May 2008

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(iv)
Community Services Committee – 3 June 2008

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(v)
Personnel Committee – 4 June 2008

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(vi)
Health and Housing Committee – 5 June 2008

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(vii)
Policy and Finance Committee – 10 June 2008

Councillor G Sowter, submitted a written question in accordance with standing order 9 in which he asked if the Leader would report on progress to date to bring firm proposals on a scheme to deal with fairness and provision of concurrent functions provided by the Borough Council and Parish Councils, to the next meeting of Policy and Finance Committee.  

The Leader thanked Councillor Sowter for his question, and confirmed that the Budget Working Group had considered the matter at its meeting on 7 July 2008 and it had been agreed that the Director of Resources would take an outline grant scheme to the next meeting of the Budget Working Group in August prior to a recommendation being made to the next Policy and Finance Committee.

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(viii)
Standards Committee – 11 June 2008
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(ix)
Parish Council Liaison – 12 June 2008
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(x)
Planning and Development Committee – 17 June 2008
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(xi)
Overview and Scrutiny Committee – 24 June 2008
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

(xii)
Accounts and Audit Committee – 25 June 2008
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the above meeting be received.

The meeting closed at 8.20pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact David Morris (414400).

(080708)
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