	



Minutes of Community Committee

Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 15 July 2008

Present:

Councillor R J Thompson (Chairman)

Councillors:


Also in attendance: Councillor M Ranson

In attendance:  Director of Community Services, Street Scene Manager, Leisure and Sports Development Manager and Financial Services Manager.

 222
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillor G Geldard

223
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 3 June 2008 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman with the following amendment.

Minute 78

A report was submitted from the Castle Grounds Working Group for Committee to consider.  As this report had not been circulated before the meeting it was decided to defer it and bring it back to the next Committee for further consideration.  

A question was also asked with regard to Minute 84 and the progress made with regard to the desk top study relating to the riverside footpath at Brungerley, Clitheroe.

224
REFERENCES FROM OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

Council Grounds Working Group – Final Report

A report had been submitted from the Castle Grounds Working Group outlining various suggestions with regard to the remainder of the Castle grounds outside the work which was being carried out as part of the Heritage Lottery Scheme.  The three main areas included the bandstand, the leaf yard (perhaps being used as a car parking area) and a park patrol service.  Committee discussed the various ideas and suggestions and were informed that although there was no budget actually earmarked for any more works, small scale changes could be accommodated within existing budgets and external funding could be sought also.  Committee was reminded that the Civic Society had made an offer with regard to an appropriate piece of text for the well.  

RESOLVED:
That the Director of Community Services be asked to do an information report to this Committee in response to the various suggestions outlined.

225
THREE STREAM WASTE COLLECTION SERVICE – PROGRESS REPORT

The Director of Community Services submitted a report on the progress being made to extend the three stream wheeled bin waste collection and recycling service to as many properties as possible in the Borough.  He reported that the final phase of the introduction of wheeled bins had now been undertaken and this had proved a challenging task for all involved.  Although there had been some delays with regard to bin delivery this was in the progress of being rectified.  There had also been some issues with green bins in that a number of residents had decided that they did not need them whilst some others had requested them.  This had meant collection and redelivery arrangements had to be coordinated with other operations.  The total number of properties on the lilac sack system had doubled although it was hoped that over a period of time a proportion of these residents would decide to request the wheeled bin system in due course.  The Street Scene Manager reported that there were still enquiries outstanding that needed attention and these were being worked through.  

Despite these problems he reported that there was a clear shift in the proportion of residual waste and materials for recycling now being collected and this would have a demonstrable impact on the amount of waste going to landfill and that was being recycled.  He reported that for the great majority of residents the changes had been both manageable and acceptable.  He did, however, highlight that Committee should be aware that the cost of fuel had risen sharply over the last nine months and that this was an issue being watched very carefully.

Councillor Ranson was given permission to speak on this item and informed Committee that the Budget Working Group had agreed to look at the profit/loss account on the refuse collection with a view to the overall review of the refuse collection and recycling service in December being able to include accurate costings.  Committee discussed various aspect of the roll out and were satisfied that it had been more successful than Phase 1, albeit acknowledging that it was inevitable that there would be some teething problems.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee

1.
continue to support the work underway to introduce the three stream waste collection and recycling service;

2.
ask the Director of Community Services to continue to report back to Committee on the issues arising from the roll out of the final phase to include an interim statistical report and a time table for the unsolved problems;  and

3.
a report be submitted in due course to Policy and Finance Committee on the CRM system used in the Contact Centre. 

226
TOWER HILL YOUTH ACTION GROUP

The Director of Community Services submitted a report asking Committee to consider proposals from the Tower Hill Youth Action Group for additional facilities for young people at Salthill Park.   He reminded Members that about three years ago an extensive consultation had been carried out with the local community in the Salthill area on possible improvements.  At that time there had been support for a multi use games area but since then interest had waned.  More recently another consultation had taken place with the proposals now including:

· provision of bird boxes along the dog walk;

· improvements to the nature trail;

· a small garden where children can grow their own flowers;

· a sensory garden;

· additional fixed play equipment;

· picnic tables;

· additional litter bins.

He informed Committee that the group were looking raise funds for the work and had already submitted a bid to the People’s Millions (national lottery).  However, the group recognised that although the Council was not in a position to fund the work identified, as landowners they would need the Council’s support. 

Committee discussed various issues surrounding this area and the proposals outlined by the Tower Hill Youth Action Group and it was felt that this area was in need of some improvement but that it needed to be carefully thought out.

RESOLVED:
That Committee agreed, in principle, to future provision at Salthill Park and that a member of the Tower Hill Youth Action Group be invited to present their proposals to Committee. 

227
FUTURE SPORTS PROVISION IN LONGRIDGE

The Director of Community Services reported that following the last meeting of the Committee a letter had been received from the Chairman of the Governors at Longridge High School reiterating the school’s position with regard to the Borough Council’s Capital Contribution towards various aspects and informing the Borough Council that should they not accept these conditions then as of 1 September they could no longer use the facilities at the school.  The Director of Community Services informed Committee of, as he saw it, the three options available:

1.
concede to the demands of Longridge High School;

2.
pull out completely from Longridge High School;  or

3.
withdraw from the current agreement but continue with negotiations with the school to ensure that the people of Longridge retain facilities through block booking arrangements. 

Members felt that receipt of this letter on the day of Committee was not sufficient notice for them to be able to consider the options available and that a letter to this effect should be written back to the Chairman of Governors.

RESOLVED:
That 

1.
the Director of Community Services be asked to write a letter to the Director of the Governors at Longridge High School informing them that the Borough Council would not concede to their demands but would wish to continue with negotiations to ensure that the people of Longridge retain sports facilities through a block booking arrangement managed by the school and that could perhaps be discussed with the new head teacher in September;  and

2.
a report be presented back to Community Committee at its next meeting.

228
PARKWISE – THE FUTURE OF PARKING ENFORCEMENT

The Director of Community Services submitted a report for Committee’s information with respect to recent developments and discussions on the future of the Parkwise arrangements and the effect of parking enforcement in the Ribble Valley.  He highlighted the background and issues surrounding this matter and informed Committee that the future of this Council’s involvement in on-street parking enforcement after September 2009 still remains uncertain until the Cabinet Member’s decision is made.

RESOLVED:
That a letter be written on behalf of the Chairman of Community Committee to the Cabinet Member at Lancashire County Council.

229
CAPITAL OUTTURN 2007/08

The Director of Resources submitted a report for Committee’s information of the final outturn on the Capital Programme for 2007/08 for this Committee.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted. 

230
CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2008/09

The Director of Resources submitted a report for Committee’s information on the progress to date with the Capital Programme for this Committee for the first quarter of the current financial year.  The report included capital evaluation sheets that had been updated by the responsible officers to give an indication of progress with their schemes.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

231
REVENUE MONITORING 2008/09

The Director of Resources submitted a report for Committee’s information on the position for the first three months on this year’s revenue budget.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

232
REVENUE OUTTURN 2007/08

The Director of Resources submitted a report for Committee’s information on the position for the 2007/08 year on the revenue budget as far as this Committee was concerned.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

233
GENERAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

The Director of Community Services submitted a report for Committee’s information which included updates on the Community Safety Partnership, healthy towns, play builders, the extension of the Health Walk Coordinator post, the Summer Activity Programme, our success at the Lancashire Youth Games and extended schools.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

234
REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

Councillor Simon Hore reported that he had attended another meeting of the North West Sound Archives as the Council’s representative and suggested that they may need some encouragement to extend their provision.

The meeting closed at 9.10pm

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact John Heap (414461).
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