	MINUTE NUMBERS 282 - 287



Minutes of Health & Housing Committee
Meeting Date:

Thursday, 24 July 2008, starting at 6.30pm

Present:

Councillor S Hirst (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Chief Executive, Housing Strategy Officer, Senior Planning Officer, Financial Services Manager, Cemetery and Grounds Maintenance Officer.

Also in attendance: 

272
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors D Berryman, R Hargreaves and E M H Ranson.

273
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 5 June 2008 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

274
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

There were no declarations of interest.

275
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

276
REFERENCES FROM OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

There were no references from Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

277
APPLICATION TO ISSUE A CARAVAN SITE LICENCE AT BRICK HOUSE CARAVAN SITE, GARSTANG ROAD, CHIPPING

The Chief Executive submitted a report asking Committee to determine the application to issue a caravan site licence at Brick House Caravan Site, Garstang Road, Chipping.  The applicant had made a successful planning application for use of the land for 20 touring caravans with the permission stipulating that the occupancy of the site shall be limited from 7 March to 6 January in any succeeding year.  The Council’s Environmental Health Officer had inspected the site and written to the owner asking him to deal with various matters arising from his visit.  He was currently liaising with the owner to ensure that the outstanding work was completed prior to the site being used.

RESOLVED:
That Committee authorise the Council’s Environmental Health Officer (Housing) to grant a site licence to the Brick House Caravan Site, Garstang Road, Chipping in the terms set out in the report and subject to the outstanding work being completed.

278
AFFORDABLE HOUSING DEMAND

The Chief Executive submitted a report informing Committee of the impact of the current housing market on the homelessness service and provision of affordable housing.  The Housing Strategy Officer reminded Committee that from 2002 the service has focussed on prevention of the homelessness and the provision of advice and assistance to households under the threat of homelessness.  The service had however seen a threefold increase in the number of households assisted between 2001 and 2007.  She reported that in the last quarter the pressure for affordable rented accommodation had become more extreme and there had been a particular increase in the proportion of these due to repossessions.  She highlighted the key factors that had influenced the current housing situation which included the locality review, a low turnover of social stock, increased rent levels in the private rented sector and a reluctance among landlords to accept tenants in receipt of benefit.  The implications of these factors had lead to all our temporary accommodation being full and the best value indicator target of the maximum stay in temporary accommodation of 7 weeks not being able to be adhered to.

In an effort to counter balance this impact, various things had been introduced which included the tenancy protection scheme, the amount of grant availability through the landlord/tenant scheme being increased, the floating support provision provided by Calico Support Agency and a twice yearly landlords’ newsletter.  However it was felt that further initiatives were needed and these proposed were the conversion of two additional temporary units of accommodation being self contained at 90 Whalley Road by providing shower units, amendments to the landlord/tenant grant policy to make it more flexible, a transfer of budget to the equity release scheme and the establishment of registered social landlords’ forum where there would be an opportunity to exchange views.

Several Members voiced their concern regarding the situation and felt that as a Council we should do everything possible to help people who found themselves in a homeless situation.

RESOLVED:
That Committee

1.
note the contents of the report;

2
accept the need for further affordable housing initiatives; and

3.
agree to the proposals outlined in the report.

279
PROVISION OF CLITHEROE CEMETERY REGULATIONS

The Director of Development Services submitted a report asking for Committee’s approval for the adoption of revised regulations for Clitheroe Cemetery and asking for their opinion on guidelines relating to the decoration of graves and memorials in the cemetery.  He reported that the regulations were in need of review as the current regulations had been produced in March 1959.

With regard to the issue of grave decoration, it was felt that this was a very sensitive area and required careful consideration to grieving relatives and friends.  However, there was also health and safety implications to decorating graves that the Council needed to take into consideration.  Although people expressed varying views it was felt that the bereaved needed time to grieve in their personal way and that our guidance should reflect that by being considerate and reasonable.

RESOLVED:
That Committee

1.
approve the revised cemetery regulations subject to the Legal Section reviewing them;

2.
a site visit to Clitheroe Cemetery be arranged prior to the next meeting of Committee on the 18 September 2008; and

3.
consultation be carried out with the relatives of people who have been interred in the cemetery during the past 2/3 years with regard to the decoration of graves.

280
LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK EVIDENCE BASE – STRATEGIC HOUSING MARKET ASSESSMENT CONSULTATION

The Director of Development Services submitted a report for Committee’s information on the consultation of the strategic housing market assessment.  Any views or comments were requested whilst the document was out for a 6 week consultation.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted. 

281
CAPITAL OUTTURN 2007-08

The Director of Resources submitted a report informing Committee of the final outturn on the Capital Programme for 2007/08 for this Committee.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

282
CAPITAL MONITORING 2008/09

The Director of Resources submitted a report for Committee’s information on the progress to date with the Capital Programme for this Committee for the first quarter of the current financial year.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

283
REVENUE OUTTURN 2007-08

The Director of Resources submitted a report for Committee’s information on the position for the 2007/08 year on the revenue budget as far as this Committee was concerned.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

284
REVENUE MONITORING 2007-08

The Director of Resources submitted a report on the progress of the revenue expenditure and income on the housing general fund for the period 1 April to 30 June 2008.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

285
REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

1.
A report was submitted by Councillor Joyce Holgate on the work of the Carers’ Link Hyndburn and Ribble Valley.

2.
A report was submitted by Councillor Bridget Hilton on the East Lancs Primary Care Trust on which she updated Committee with their ideas on how to utilize the extra funding.

286
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
That by virtue of the fact that the following items of business be an Exempt Information Under Category 7 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public be now excluded from the meeting.

287
GENERAL REPORT OF CHIEF EXECUTIVE – GRANTS

The Chief Executive submitted details of 12 disabled facilities grants which had been approved.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

The meeting closed at 7.45pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact John Heap (414461).
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