	MINUTE NUMBERS 322 



Minutes of Parish Councils’ Liaison Committee

Meeting Date:

Thursday, 31 July 2008 starting at 7.15pm

Present:

D Taylor (Chairman)

Councillors:


Parish Representatives:

P Young


Balderstone

R Carr



Bowland Forest (Higher)

M Birch


Chatburn

B Redhead


Clayton-le-Dale 

S Knox



Clitheroe 

F Priest


Longridge

A Dales


Mellor

R Whitwell


Pendleton

P Boardman


Ramsgreave

C Law 



Read

A Haworth


Sabden

J Staines


Waddington

J Robinson


Wilpshire

I McCorsland


Wiswell

County Councillor A Atkinson 

LCC Parish Champion 

Janet Simpson LCC District Partnership Officer

In attendance:  Director of Development Services and Community Development Officer

315
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Borough Councillors Fielding, Hargreaves, Hilton, Hill and Hore and from the following Parish Representatives:

P Tyson


Aighton, Bailey and Chaigley

B Dowles


Bolton-by-Bowland

M Birch


Chatburn

A Yearing


Clitheroe

J Cowling


Grindleton

K Waterhouse


Read

A Ormand


Ribchester

J Lawson


Slaidburn and Easington

K Jackson


Waddington

C Cherry


West Bradford

316
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 12 June 2008 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

317
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

There were no declarations of interests.

318
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

(a)
Minute 171 – BT Telephone Boxes – Closure Programme

The Director of Development Services reported that he had responded to British Telecom with this Committee objections to the closure programme as requested.  He had learned that British Telecom were passing back to him any individual Parish Council objections with the explanation that British Telecom would only consider responses from “the unitary council”.

The Director of Development Services in turn had further responded by pointing out that he considered that the consultation was severely flawed if they would not accept responses from the authorities who represented people most closely associated with the affected areas ie the Parish Councils.  This view had been echoed by other authorities.  He had also completed the relevant forms required by British Telecom to lodge an objection, to each of the proposed closures.

(b)
Minute 174(a) – Emergency Responses


In response to a question from Councillor Ranson the Director of Development Services commented that contact had been made with South Lakeland District Council but further discussion was needed.  He promised to follow this matter through.

(c)
Minute 174(b) – Local Development Framework


The Director of Development Services reported that the public meeting on the Local Development Framework had gone very well.  He further reported that his officers would be sending out the Strategic Housing Market Assessment within the next few days which he urged Parish Council’s to read and respond to. 

319
POLICING IN THE RIBBLE VALLEY

The Chairman introduced Inspector Jenny Coulston, the Geographic Inspector for Ribble Valley, who gave details of police staffing numbers, neighbourhood policing areas, links with the Community Safety Partnership (CSP), its theme groups and the Ribble Valley Strategic Partnership and the numerous priorities which had been set at both a county and local level.  

She highlighted numerous policing and CSP initiatives and gave crime statistics and trends.  The general message was one of “help us to help you”, particularly by getting the message across to everyone to secure their property, especially in vehicles.

She was proud of Ribble Valley’s achievements as the third safest place in the country but was equally aware that the Partnership needed to be more forward looking than resting on its laurels.  Certain crime trends were disturbing and needed action now before they rose out of all proportion.  

Members asked a number of questions in relation to licensing laws, parental awareness, reduction of crime and disorder in the Primrose area, the measures which were used to reduce crime and disorder and how to tackle vehicle crime and stone theft.

RESOLVED:
That Inspector Coulston be thanked for her informative presentation. 

320
MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD BY PARISH COUNCIL

The Community Development Officer reminded Parishes that they had the opportunity to put forward items of mutual concern which they felt should be discussed at future meetings.  He commented that the agenda for this meeting was particularly light.

He also reminded them that he had written to all Parish Clerks in April with both the dates of future meetings for 2008/09 and the deadline for receipt of any matters brought forward by Parish Councils.  

Councillor Priest asked that an item be included on the next meeting agenda around the cost of waste disposal strategy for Lancashire, with particular reference to promotional activity and treatment of non-recyclable work. 

RESOLVED:
That a report be provided for the next meeting on the cost of waste disposal strategy for Lancashire with a detailed cost breakdown.

321
DISTRICT PARTNERSHIP OFFICER

Janet Simpson, the Acting District Partnership Officer for Ribble Valley highlighted a number of issues:

· gateway grants to Parish Councils via Lancashire Locals;

· the next Lancashire Locals meeting would be held on 10 September 2008 at Mellor Village Hall with the traffic calming scheme at Branch Road, Mellor Brook a likely agenda item;

· draft Parish and Town Councils’ Charter – to be circulated to all Parish Councils over the next few weeks with an item on the next PCLC Agenda;

· LCC mobile unit would visit Silverwood Auction Rooms, Clitheroe Auction Mart on Saturday, 20 September between 10am and 2pm;

· Road Life Magazine – this was free magazine published annually with copies in local libraries and also available at Lancashire Locals meetings.

322
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The Chairman announced that the next meeting of this Committee would be held on Thursday, 25 September starting at 7.15pm.

The meeting closed at 8.55pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Stewart Bailey (414491).
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